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CHAP. I. 


SIR Archibald Mackenzie had tried to 
compoſe, while he was drefling, an harangue 


ſuitable to the occaſion of his viſit to Mr. 


Douglas, and- conned it over during his 
ſhort drive; as Sir Charles did not break in 
upon his reverie, for he was enjoying, in ima- 
gination, the idea of ſeeing this narrow-tnind- 


ed, ſelfiſh, unfeeling, not tv fay diſhoneſt, 
guardian of his friend humbling himſelf before 


the pupil he had gloried in ill- treating. As he 
vol. 11, 25 alighted, 
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lighted, he enquired, o Where Is Mr. 


Douglas? 2” oo 
< In the library, Sir,” was the anſwer. 


Sir Charles preceded the Knight to the 
_ door, but then requeſted him to walk for- 
ward, enjoying his downcaſt penitential looks, 
and the effect his unexpected e | 
would have _ Douglas. 

Sir Archibald entered with dot, and 
ſolemn ſteps, demonſtrative of the import- 
' ance of his errand, and ſincerity of his con- 
trition for his ſon's offence. Upon a large 
ſofa, near the fire, lay the perſon he came to 
viſit, The Knight bowed three times 
during his progreſs, and once ſtill more re- 
ſpectfully, when arrived within three paces 
of the couch. As his compliment met with 
no return, in a trembling accent he began to 
expreſs his grief; and Charles, who "Rood 
peeping . in the background, wondered his 
friend did not riſe, but upon a nearer ap- 


_— perceived he was faſt aſleep. | The 
OO Knight 8 
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Knight's eyesſight being very much im- 


paired, and the lights ſtanding at a conſider- 


able diſtance, preventing him from making 


the ſame diſcovery, he continued, for near 
five minutes, expatiating upon his regret, 


deſpair, ſorrow, contrition, &c. &c. pro- 


teſting he almoſt doubted whether Lady 
Mackenzie would ſurvive the ſhock the 
horrid diſcovery had given her, and offering 
ro add the excuſes of every individual of his 
family to thoſe of the miſerable Archy, if 
that could induce Mr. Douglas to overlook 
his unheard-of aſſurance, 


Finding he had neatly concluded- his pa · 


thetic appeal to his friend's feelings, the 


Baronet ſtopped his torrent of eloquence, by 
remarking, in a low voice, that Mr. Douglas 
was aſleep ; and motioning for him to follow 


him out of the room, he was forced to re- 
tire, inexpreſſibly mortified to find ſo ſublime 


a compoſition ſhould have been thus ren- 


dered of noavail, and not evendaring to requeſt 


the Baronet would wake his friend, as that might 
| 23. be 
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be far more likely to exaſperate hs conci- 
liate the young gentleman ; and, as Sir 
Charles had his doubts whether this ſleepy 
fit was not aſſumed, he did not make the 
propoſal, but adviſed. the Knight to renew 


his viſit to Mr. Douglas in the courſe of the | 


forenoon at Durham Houſe ; aſſuring him 
he would repeat, 2s nearly as he could re- 
collect, all he had ſaid in extenuation of his 
ſon's miſdemeanor, which would, no doubt, 
have its proper weight with his friend. 

So kind a promiſe rather revived the 
Knight's ſpirits, who took his leave with a 
thouſand acknowledgments of Sir Charles 8 
great goodneſs, and ſet out on foot (as Sir 
Charles had not ordered his carriage to wait) 
to give his better half an account of his un- 
e embaſſy. Sir Charles ran back 
into the library the moment he had got rid 
of him, and found his friend in the ſame po- 
ſition they had left him; therefore no longer 
preſumed he had feigned ſleep, to avoid 


liſtening to, or anſwering | the penitent 
Knight, 


Lf. | 


nan cor. I 5 


Knight and thought his "OW could not 
have given a greater proof of the benefit of 


real courage, and a clear conſcience, He 


ſtood contemplating his tranquil ſlumbers for 
a quarter of an hour; but reflecting that he 


would be infinitely better in bed (as there 


was no longer any occaſion for him to meet 
his antagoniſt), he began to ſhake him. — 


Douglas opened his eyes, ſaying, © Zounds ! 
Charles, what a time you have been gone! 


I ſeem to have taken -a comfortable night's 


reſt.— What's the hour ?” 


ce Near five,” replied the Baronet, laugh- 
ing. © How could you ſleep ſo ſound N 


the eve of fighting a duel?” 

— 1 helieve in pfeddeſtäntioct Charles ;— — 
beſides, is it in human nature that any man 
can fear meeting a notorious coward ?, But 


have you ſeen my brave antagoniſt i ? I pre- 
ſume, from the time you have been gone, he 


was not at home.” 


Indeed he was, and almoſt | as une 


allcep a as mw were, till I awoke him.“ 


9 


„ « Then 


1 1 
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ce T hen I am ſure ſleeping in the hour of 

danger is no ſign of courage, e 

Douglas. 

Oh but he thought he l over.“ 

Well, but does the bluſtering fool mean 

to meet me, after giving us all this trouble ?” 
« I am convinced he never had ſuch a 

8 bloodthirſty intention; but permit me to 

repeat all that has paſſed ſince we parted 

for believe me, I took every precaution to 

prevent his retreating honourably from his 

appointment; taking up his recital from his 

arrival in Leiceſter-ſquare, and bringing it 

| down to the Knight's recent departure from 

| Piccadilly. Douglas inſiſted the concluſion 

| was a fabrication of his own, till Sir Charles 

ſeriouſly declared it was downright matter of 

| fact, and repeated the heads of the Knight's 

| doleful ditty, as he termed his fine ſpeagh.— 

| 


* 


Douglas joined him in a very hearty laugh, 
proteſting chance ſeemed determined to W 
him continual opportunities to retaliate upon 
this unfeeling family; and he took leave 
| of the Baronet, after making him promiſe to 
| | breakfaſt with him at one o'clock at Dur- 
| 0 „„ 
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ham H cath , that he might be. 8 during 
ons Knight” 8 ended . 5 


* Jir ** haſtened home, 
and was let in by my Lady, who hardly al- 
lowed herſelf time to open the door, before 
ſhe exclaimed, . Weel, my dear, have ye ſeen 
. the gude young mon, and have ye prevailed on 
him to accept the daſtardly raſcal's excuſe ?” 

« I have ſome hopes he will, as Sir 
| Charles Creighton, who ſeems to be a man 
of very large fortune, has promiſed to repre- 
ſent every thing in the moſt fayourable light 
to Mr. Douglas, whom I have ſeen, to be 
ſure, but not to much effect.“ | 

e AR dear, I have been repent- 
ing ever ſin ye have been gone, that I 
did nae accompany ye; I would nae 
have left the noble youth's feet till he had 
- promiſed, tull bury the whole affair in obli- 
vion! Ye never expreſs yourſel with pro- 
priety ; ye ſhould have been aw humility— 
he is nae doubt drunk with his own great- 
neſs! Do ye ken there is ainly an auld, in- 
| firm, half-cheeldiſh, weak mon between him 
24 — 
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255 the firſt Dukedom in Scotland | ? Mercy” 


upon me, ye ſhould have approached him 


with the ſame awe and reverence ye would 
have done yere Maker, and between every 


three words ye ſhould have popped in noble 
Sir, and generous Sir, with fitch like ex- 
preſſions, not forgetting to lay due ſtreſs upon 


the auncient name of Douglas, and have 


cawed him the pride of the nobleſt clan in 


aw Scotland, the moſt renowned for their 


clemency and humanity, and aw that. Oh l. 
_ TI with I could have given ye a few hints 
before ye ſet oot, but I could nae leave Sir 
Charles, wha's acquaintance and mediation. 
was nae to be neglected: but pray, above 


all, fin ye ſay ye did ſee him, though I am 


afraid ye did mair harm than gude, what did 


ye think of the likeneſs?ꝰꝰ 


elf you was not ſo fond of hearing your- | 
ſelf talk, Lady Mackenzie, I ſhould be able 


to anſwer ſome of your queſtions ; I have no 


doubt but you would have done wonders, 


had you been there, and I wiſh you had 


gone, ſince mine has proved a fruitleſs = 


- * 


— errand ; 
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errand; though, I muſt own, I ſtill entertain 


hopes all may end well, Mr. Douglas wag 


at Sir Charles's when we arrived there, but 
had fallen aſleep while waiting for his friend's 
return; and the Baronet did not chuſe to 
wake him, though he undertook to ſay every 
thing eve. to bring the diſpute to an ami- 


cable iſſue. 
„ The Lord be peine my Snot Mr: 


Douglas was very likely rather in liquor him- 
fel, and it was prudent of Sir Charles nae to 


diſturb him, for very few people are good- 
tempered when woke, particularly, ye ken, 


if they were at aw intoxicated when they fell 
* aſleep ; but the likeneſs, my dear, the like- 


neſs—you did nae tell me whether he ſtill 


| reminded you of that vagrant Harcourt: 2 


« Aſleep, and as he tl can't ſay it was 


we perceptible.” 


« As I fatd at the time, we were aw be- 


fide ourſel; ye who are fae accuſtomed to 


take likeneſſes muſt have ſeen if ſitch a re- 
ſemblance continued, ſleeping or waking, 1 
_ og this diſagreeable buſineſs will nag 

: * 155 come 
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come to bo John' s ears; Archy ſhall accompany 
ye into St. James's-ſquare in the morning, fo 
let us gang and try tull get a leetle reſt ;— 
though I have been ae ane I nac expect 


to fierp. much. Bud %. 


6 R « . p 
* — 


It was 15588 0 deareed they: ſhould not 


get any repoſe, as they had ſcarcely com- 


poſed themſelves before they were once more 
rouſed by Mr. Merry, whom a thirſt for 
revenge had kept awake, and who was come 
to ſummon Archy to accompany him to the 
Park two hours before the appointed time. 
Particularly exaſperated againſt this med- 
dling lawyer, they both hurried down to 


forbid him their houſe, and vent their ſpleen 


upon him for having led their ſon, and con- 
ſequently e into ſuch a dilemma. 


Merry was ſtartled at this epd „ 


ception, and ſtill more ſo to learn Douglas 


had propoſed to meet Archy, as it defeated 
all his well-laid. ſchemes of vengeance.» He 
affected to talk big. but SO” Mackenzie 


3 | was 


* 2 ll 
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| was not the dupe of his bluſtering airs ; and 


when he eſcaped from the horſewhips of the 
Duke's ſervants, convinced it was no longer 
in his power even to gratify his ſpite by 

| propagating that Douglas was afraid to give- 


| tending the tranſaction, to put up with the 
treatment he had met with in ſilence. The 


JW dreſſed themſelves, ſat talking over paſt 
| events, and the late affair, till they were 
joined by Margaret, and ſoon after ten, by 

HArchy, whom her Ladyſhip, as ſhe obſerved, 
now ſaw to advantage; the blotches already 
mentioned, ſtruck her at firſt ſight, as. they 
had done before, to be dirt, and ſhe deſired. 
him to waſh-his face before he preſumed to 
dt down to breakfaſt in her preſence. An 
explanation took place, and Archy endea- 
voured to perſuade both father and. mother 
that it was s owing to thoſe marks he had been 
3 6 prevailed 


he left the houſe nearly as much mortified as 
Archy the meeting, and that prudence re- 
quired him, notwithſtanding the diſgrace at- 


YA Knight and his Lady made no more attempts. 
to repair their want of reſt; but having 


4 


8, 
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prevailed upon to ſend the lenge to Mr. 
N 
„ An ve did PEPE to provoke the f 
noble fellow to endeavour to burn yere eyes 
out ?“ ſaid his mother. 
Not to his knowledge,” Archy "any = 
If I did nae think it neceſſary ye ſhould |} 
gang tull Durham Houſe with yere father, to A 
make aw the atonement in yere power (which ; 
is little enough, conſidering all things) for 
yere abominable behaviour, ye ſhould leave | 
my houſe this moment, and never darken my | 
doors again as long as I live. Ye even ro | 
cane ſitch a mon's ſervants was the greateſt | 
atrocity I ever heard of; but to croon aw, | 
ye muſt attempt to ſtrike the maſter, before | 
whom ye ought never to have ſtood upright, | 
had ye kenned yere own intereſt ! I ainly 
wiſh he had inflicted a ten times ſeverer pu- 
niſhment upon ye; however, eat yere break- | 
faſt, and then make haſte and dreſs ye tull | 
accompany Sir Archibald, ye pure, daſtardly ; 
ſapſcull! I have ſent yere friend Merry | 
„ (Who 


| | HARCOURT: | 13 
{who was come to lead ye into ſome other 
folly) away with a flea in his ear; and if 'Y 
ken ye ever hold ony future converſe with 
that llow: Why ve will take the conſe- 
quence.” Ly 
| Argly ; who dared not ſay too much, conſci- 
_ ous his talents would procure him but a ſorry 
livelihood, only growled out, © he did not 
intend to have any thing more to ſay to 
Merry, who was ten times more to blame 
than himſelf; he however would make his 
fortune through the buſineſs,” A 
0 Mar 1 it, ye mean, dolter head? ? 


e A W upon what nher 

he had made his aſſertion; adding,“ If I was 
in Merry's place, I would not take lefs than 
ten thouſand pounds damages; and J ſhould, 
not wonder if he got twenty, as the old Duke 
is reported to be very rich.” | 
B 9 9 ainly wiſh ye had received yere ſhare 
of the horſewhipping ! Damages, forſooth, 
ſitch a paltry fellow as Merry ſue the Duke 
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of Durham for damages ; ; like ye ſot, he was 


pot valiant laſt night, but is quiet enough 


this morning; and ye, ye ſtupid, lazy loon, 
to think ye could fight a duel? Why now 


ye are ſober (in yere ſenſes ye ne'er will be, 
for a greater fule does nae exiſt), but now 


ye dare as weel run yere thick ſcull into the 
fire, as face Mr. Douglas. I am ſeldom miſ- 


taken in the judgment I form of ony one's 


character, and J ought to be pretty well ac- | 


quainted with yere diſpoſition; and I ken 
ye are the greateſt coward in the world, and 


aw ſitch reptiles. are bullies: had ye gone 


into the field, your teeth would have chat- 


tered in yere jaws, and ye could nae have 5 
held yere piſtol ſtraight. Oh! had ye and 


Merry had to do with ſome great men who 


would have pleaded their privilege, how ye 
would both have ſwaggered! Ve neither of 
ye thought the Honourable Mr. Douglas 
 ' would lower himſel fo far as to level a piſtol 
I at yere thick heads; but ye have found yere 
| miſtake—if he had nae have killed ye, ye 


would have died of the fright, I hardly ken 


* 
2 


U why 


* 


* 
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4 yere father and me have taken Gitch pains 

to fave ſitch a uſeleſs being ſo now, Archy, 

mind me, ye are going into St. James's- 
ſquare, where I expect ye will gang upon 

yere marrow bones, and thank the noble fel- 
low for having taken the trouble to correct 
ye for yere atrocious inſolence, __ promiſe 
never to be * of the like again.” 


Ardiy "A no means approved of aſking 
pardon, conſidering himſelf, as he did, ths | 
offended perſon, but found he had no alter- 
native ;- he muſt either ſubmit to the humi- 
lation, or turn his back upon home for ever. 
Mr. Douglas, her Ladyſhip declared, had 
acted perfectly right, and had proved him- 
ſelf a man of ſpirit and honour throughout 
the whole affair; he was Johnny's beſt friend, 
and it behoved them all to pay the utmoſt 
court both to him and the Duke, whom 

Archy had alſo contrived to offend: but 
ſhe foreſaw he would never riſe, except he 
came to be hanged |! 

« I wiſh, with all my foul,” cried His 
Knight, « had not * Piccadilly till I had 

„ i ſpoken _ 
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ſpoken to Mr. Douglas, and obtained tis bo 
permiſſion to take this ſurly, unthankful mi 
wretch with me into St. James's-ſquare; ha 
for he will make his excuſes in ſuch an un- \h 
gracious manner, that ten to one they WAS. bo 
be conſtrued into a freſh inſult “ kt 
ce Would he dare, my dear ? If he nae be- ur 
3 with aw due humility and reverence, 
nae let him ſhew his face again in Leiceſter- 
ſquare that's aw I have to 1 Mr. Archy ; cl: 
ke if yere impudence will ſupply ye with EX 
bread and cloaths—ye ſhall gang naked, ye 1. 
lazy, idle vagabond ; ye never earned ſalt tall. | 
yere porridge yet; ye, Sir Archibald, that J. 
have toiled and worked early and late to 
ſupport this worthleſs loon, may be brought ' ni 
to public diſgrace and ſhame through his J. 
follies. However, gang yere. gait this mo- th 
ment, ye ſorry varlet, and get ready tull at- tu 
tend yere father.” of 
i m 
| 3 any 0 remonſtrances would 
j be vain, he left the room; and during his {} 


N abſence, her Ladyſhip gave her huſband his 
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ful inſtructions, obſerving Archy need only 
bow in uniſon with his diſcourſe. The mo- 
ment he once more made his appearance, a 
hackney- coach was ſent for, and her Lady- 


ſnip continued to enforce her inſtructions to 


both father and ſon, when, without a previous 
knock, as the footboy had left the door 
upon the) Jar, John entered the pariour. 


e Mercy upon me; my dear bairn l. ex- 
claimed her Ladyſhip; & wha would have 


expected ye thus early; ſure in God, I vow 


I dread toaſk what brought ye!” | e 
Tour fon Archibald, Ma'am,” replied 
Joi very calmly. 
hes ye ſorry loon, ye find yere laſt 
night's folly is town-talk. Oh my dear 
Johnny! ye cannae be mair angry with him 
than Iam; yere father did think of coming 
tull ye to aſk yere advice, ainly he was afraid 
of deranging ye: but what have ye heard, 
my bairn?“ 
«© That your hopeful ſon, Ma- am, dad to 


ſhew himſelf at Ranelagh laſt night, fo diſ- 
guilcd 


'  HARCOURT. 

guiſed in liquor, that he was literally unable 
Either to ſpeak intelligibly, or ſtand upright ; 
and when coming away, took it into his head 
' to quarrel with Mr. Douglas's ſervants, and 
refuſed to let their maſter's carriage advance, 
till a hackney-coach, which he and another 
blackguard had in waiting, drew up. Not con- 
tented with thus rendering himſelf the ob- 
ject of the public attention and abuſe, nor 
with ſtriking Mr. Douglas's. ſervants, he 
choſe alſo to make an attempt to cane that 
_ gentleman himſelf an inſult he deſervedly 
paid pretty dear for at the moment; and had 
you never riſen after he had knocked you down, 
you ſtupid being, I ſhould have heard the 
news with comparative pleaſure to what 1 
felt when J learned you were able to belch 
out,“ Satisfaction; accompanying your de- 
mand with the moſt opprobrious epithets ;— 
and as if you were fearful you might eſcape 
_at leaſt unknown, proclaimed yourſelf the 
ſon of Sir Archibald Mackenzie, in the 
hearing of Sir Charles Creighton, Colonel 
Fraſer, the Marquis of Beuifort's ſervants, 


7 
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and five hundred more belon ging to various 
noblemen and gentlemen, who no doubt 
reported your heroiſm in the moſt favour- 
able terms to their reſpective families.“ 

Oh Heavens!“ cried the Knight, I 
ſhan't have a friend left ſoon,” | 

te Not you indeed, Sir Archibald,” ” quoth | 
John, with the moſt provoking compoſure. 

At this moment the hackney-coach drove 


gone, Sir Archibald, or ten to one ye will 
nae find Mr. Douglas at home.“ ' 
| © Why where are you going, Sir?“ 
e To Durham Houſe, John, wita the 
Vorthleſs being in my hand, who ſhall kiſs. 
me ground Mr. Douglas treads upon, if no- 
thing leſs will obliterate hit laſt PET 8 be- 
haviour from his memory.“ 
10 And do you flatter yourſelf you will be 
received, Sir? Though I am happy to find 
you are ſenſible of the neceſſity there is for 
pour apologizing to Mr. Douglas, as well as 
your ſon, ſince he thought proper to threaten 
that gentleman | in Four name.” 


« Oh | 


| up, and her Ladyſhip faid, © E'en get ye 


8 x 


} 
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« Oh my 10 Johnny!“ faid her Lady- 


ſhip, © ye might be ſure I would take every 


likely means to, deprecate both the wrath of 


the Duke of Durham as well as yere gene- 
rous patron; for I vowT dread the former upon 


your account, more than Ido Mr. Douglas. 


My bairn, 1 would undertake impoſſibi- 
lities myſel; I would fling myſel at the 
feet of both, and never riſe till I had ob- 
tained their pardon, rather than ye ſhould be 
a ſufferer; though I would nae ſtir a ſtep 
tull fave the drunken wretch from Newgate ;- 
but I have great hopes aw will end better 
than he deſerves, for Sir Charles Creighton 
has promiſed to ſtand-our friend.” 
Sir Charles Creighton ! why, when and 
where did you ſee A pe 


This 1 brought on a farther expla- 
nation, which rendered John all but raving; ; 
and hardly knowing what he did, he determin- 
ed to convince his kind friend how ſenſible he 
was of the repeated inſults he had received, 
without meaning to attempt to excuſe his 
| brother. 


—_ 


wy 
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' brakhbr.. He ſnatched up his hat, faying, | 
| cc Come along, Sir Archibald - come along, 


you ſtupid, boaſting , cowardly raſcal, though 


I don't entertain the ſmalleſt hope of being 


admitted, leading the way without paying 


the leaſt attention to his mother, who fol- 


lowed him with her thanks and prayers till 


the coach drove off. 


No one ſpoke during their ſhort ride. — 


John choſe to alight and knock himſelf, de- 
ſiring his father and brother would wait in 
the coach till he ſent for them, in caſe he was 


received. He could not have made them a 
more agreeable propolal, and felt exceed- 


ingly happy himſelf upon being immediately 


ſhewn into Douglas's dreſſing- room, Who 


was juſt riſen, and laughing over the adven- 


tures of the preceding evening with Sir 
Charles, who had the moment before joined 


him. Inſtantly gueſſing John's buſineſs and 


conſequent feelings, he role to meet him, and 


ſhook him with more than uſual cordiality 


by the hand, ſaying, How are you this 
morning ? 


22 8 HARCOURT. 


morning? Come, do be ſeated.— What, 1 


| ſuppoſe you have heard of the filly nonſenſe 
that occurred upon my departure from 
| Ranelagh ? For Heaven's fake don't look fo 
grave, forT am ſure I was as much to blame 
as your brother, to attend to what he ſaid, 


inebriated as he was; ſo no apologies re- 


queſt. I was very ſorry your father paid 


me fuch an uſcleſs viſit laſt night,” 


John tried to expreſs- his thanks, and men- 


tioned his father and brother being below. 


cc > any other occaſion I ſhould be | 


happy to receive any relations of your's, my 
friend, but I can't think of giving them the 


trouble to alight now ; ſo pray preſent my | 


compliments. to Sir Archibald, and aſſure 
him I had conſigned the whole affair -to 


oblivion before your arrival; and then, if 


you are not particularly engaged, return and 
breakfaſt with Sir Charles and me. I hope 


your brother has not been a very material 


er" 3 a moment's reflection would cer- 


tainly 


8 
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tainly have made me chuſe ſome other 
weapon,” 


« ] truſt you will give me credit, Sir, 
when J aſſure you both my father, mother, 


and myſelf think the puniſhment he met 


with very inadequate to his inſolence ; but 
with your leave I will ſtep down to my fa- 
ther, who poſitively has not enjoyed a mo- 
ment's peace ſince he learned how ſhame- 
fully you have been Ehe by a ſon he was 


almoſt ready to renounce.” 


% Then pray make haſte, and —— in 
my name, a general amneſty may be pro- 
claimed on all ſides. s 


Joh ladies away to impart his kind 


friend's wiſhes to his father ; and though Sir 


Archibald was rather mortified at not being 
received, the joyful tidings perfectly recon- 
ciled him to his, in ſome reſpect, agreeable 
diſappointment. Archy, though inwardly | 


as much rejoiced as his father, affected once 


more to bluſter, laying, « Mr. Douglas 
- knew 


ww 
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knew he was moſt to blame, -and conſe- | 


quently had moſt was to aſk pardon.” 


The Knight, poroviving "IE anger 
rifing, put down the front glaſs, and ordered 
the coachman home again, which induced 
the former to return into the houſe, content- 
ing himſelf with ſhaking his head at his bro- 

ther, who underwent a very ſevere lecture 
from his father, and a ſtill more ſevere one 
from his mother, after ſhe had, to her in- 
finite ſatisfaction, learned the ſucceſs of their 
embaſſy ; who vowed he ſhould turn out, 
provided for or not, if eyer he offended in 
the like manner again, and called down re- 
peated bleſſings upon her eldeſt ſon's head, 
to whom ſhe wholly attributed the unde- 
ſerved lenity the noble Mr. Douglas had 
ſhewn the ungrateful culprit. 


HARCOURT, 25 


"CHAP. II. 


JOHN , having taken his leave 1n far better 
ſpirits than he had entered Durham Houſe, 
Douglas and Sir Charles joined the Duke, 
who had lain in. bed much later than uſual, 
owing to a cold; and not being able to ſleep. 
when he firſt retired, Mr. Merry's carmagno/e 
was ſtill uppermoſt in his mind, and his firſt 
enquiry was, Whether Archy had ſent any 
other meſſage or note?“ Sir Charles under- 
took to relate the events of the night in ſo 
ludicrous a manner, that the Duke laughed 
very heartily, and agreed his dear George 
had ated very right, all things conſidered, 
though Mackenzie was certainly beneath his 
mL e notice: 
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notice: indeed he held the whole family, 
John excepted, in the moſt ſovereign con- 


tempt. Having engaged Sir Charles to 


dine with him and his nephew, the two 


friends agreed to take a ride in Hyde- Park 
for an hour. The morning was fine, and 
the Park crowded with equeſtrians and pe- 
deſtrians. Upon reaching the upper end, 
juſt as they were turning about, they deſcried 
Mrs. Shenſtone, and four young ladies tak- 


ing the air in Kenſington-Gardens, among 


whom were Lady Iſabella Kinroſs and Al- 


bertine. The latter no ſooner ſaw Douglas, 


than ſhe beckoned him to join them. For 
the firſt time he gladly obeyed her ſummons, 
though he perceived Mrs. Shenſtone was 
neither pleaſed with the young lady nor with 
his diſmounting, which he inſtantly did, as 
well as Sir Charles, and advanced towards 
this bevy of beauties, as they might truly be 
called. 1 


Mrs. Shenſtone received them very po- 
litely, notwithſtanding her chagrin, as ſhe 
: | - by 
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by no means thought -two ſuch elegant fa- 
ſhionable young men proper companions for 
her pupils; ſtill, as Douglas was Albertine's 
guardian, ſhe could not, with any degree 
either of prudence or politeneſs, treat him 


or his companion with reſerve. Having 


paid their compliments in a general way to 


the young ladies, they all walked forward to- 


gether, till Mrs. Shenſtone, conſcious ſhe 
could no otherwiſe diſmiſs theſe intruders, 
obſerved it grew late, and propoſed retiring. 
Albertine declared they had not been in the 
gardens ten minutes, and reminded her ca- 
prone ſhe had talked of walking for an hour. 
The gentlemen perfectly underſtood the 
hint, and Douglas inſtantly ſaid, looking at 
Sir Charles, We muſt alſo hurry home, or 
we ſhall miſs our friend.“ MED 


This intimation had the deſired effect, 
while Douglas endeavoured, by his looks, to 


convince Lady Iſabella why he joined the 


party, and why he, thus abruptly meant to 
leave them, as he could not find an oppor- 
C 2 tunity 
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tunity to exchange a word with her, unheard by 
Mrs. Shenſtone, next to whom her Ladyſhip 


walked, who, with that reſtleſſneſs, the cha- 
racteriſtic of her age in ſuch tantalizing 
ſituations, took an orange out of her pocket, 


complaining the heat made her very dry.— 


Mrs. Shenſtone told her ſhe ate too many. 


Douglas thought they were particularly 
. wholeſome during the. Spring; though per- 
haps, from being. remarkably fond of them, 
he was apt to fancy them very medicinal. 


cc Theſe are ſome of the beſt 1 ever met 
with,“ rejoined her Ladyſhip. 

« really think thoſe we bought the other 
day in Piccadilly far preferable,” ſaid Alber- 


tine; Don't you, Ma'am ?” addreſſing Mrs. 


Shenſtone. 


can't ſay ! ad; ” was the reply. At 


all events, her Lady ſhip is to be commended 


for dealing in Mount. ſtreet, ſince Mrs. 


Macalliſter married out of her grandmother” 8 


family.“ | | 
cc Indeed!” thought Douglas; « I muſt 


endeavour to get acquainted with the 
good 
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good woman,” but dared not hint his inten- 
rions of becoming her cuſtomer, left his 
real cauſe might be ſuſpected; and having 
reached the ſmal] gate at which their grooms 
and horſes waited, they took leave of the 


party. 


Sir Charles was eloquent in his praiſe of 
the Scotch laſſie, and aſked Douglas whether 
ſhe did not improve upon acquaintance, : 


ce] have had fo few opportunities of con- 
verſing with her, that I am hardly a fair 
judge ; and as I have never been properly 
introduced, I don't think I ever ſhall.” | 
« Why Iam of opinion Mrs. Shenſtone | 
thought either you or me had ſome 
finiſter deſign, by her violent haſte ; but 1 
ſuppoſe ſhe has received very ſtrièt charges 
Concerning Lady Iſabella Kinroſs. Many 
men are, no doubt, RON: the look-out for | 
ſuch a valuable prize.” „ 
ou don't mean to increaſe their num- 
ber ?” enquired Douglas. 
„ & No, 
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© No, upon my foul ; I can admire her 
beauty as I ſhould a ſiſter's, and with no 
other ſentiment than that ſort of pleaſure 
every man feels when in preſence of a re- 
markably handſome woman; for I don't 
mean, except I alter my mind very ſtrangely, 
to marry theſe ten years, and I dare ſay her 
Ladyſhip. won't be inclined either to wait 
that time, or to part with her liberty in my 
Avour, admitting ſhe did. 5 

Douglas ſecretly 158041 8 ſhould be able 
to induce her Ladyſhip to beſtow herſelf 
upon him before the expiration of as many 
months, but did not chuſe to take his beſt 
friend into his confidence as yet, determined 
to employ the moſt judicious means to make 
a friend of Mrs, Macalliſter. This project 
he alſo kept to himſelf, and even converſed 
upon indifferent ſubjects with ſuch apparent 
unconcern, that Sir Charles was completely 
his dupe: : and as Douglas did not mention 
to the Duke their having ſeen Mrs. Shen- 


Roc, he choſe to — his example. They 
| were 
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were reaſoning over the bottle upon {ome 
recent changes which had taken place in 
French politics, when the groom of the 


chambers informed Douglas a lady, whom 


he had ſhewn into the library, entreated to 
ſee him for a few minutes. 


{© This is an unexpected favour,” he re- 
plied, laughing, while he ſpoke; 8 who is the 
lady?“ 

4 really can't ſay, Sir; me does not 
ſpeak Engliſh, but has brought an inter- 
preter with her.“ 

« Well, this is ſtill more curious; did ſne 
not mention her name?“ 

« When I aſked that queſtion, Sir, ſhe 
replied you were undoubtedly unacquaint- 
ed with it, though ſhe came upon buſineſs of 
the utmoſt importance.“ 

« What buſineſs of ſuch a nature can a 
total ſtranger. have with me? I preſume ſhe 
is a French lady; and as ſhe has at leaſt 
raiſed my curioſity, let her know I will wait 
upon her immediately.” | 

h C4 The 
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The ſervant left the room; Douglas re- 
flected for a few ſeconds, then ſaid, © Sure 
it is not Madame de Fierval !” rilſing as he 
ſpoke. N 
I wonder you were not tempted to en- 
quire whether ſhe was Young or Aubade 
faid Sir Charles. 

« I ſhould have thought ſuch a queſtion 
very indiſcreet ; as, had the ſervant anſwered 
in the affirmative, you would indubitably 
have envied my good fortune; however, if 
I can do it with any propriety, I will intro- 
duce you to her before I ſuffer her to depart,” 

opening a door communicating with the 
library. . 


A very handſome woman of her age, for 
ſhe appeared near forty, was ſeated by the 


fire, with a handkerchief to her eyes, who 


roſc upon his entrance, and curtſied very pro- 
foundly. Douglas bowed in return, and re- 
queſted ſhe would reſume her ſeat, add: eſſ- 
ing her in French; and taking a chair him- 
ſelf, entreated ſhe would favour him with 
| her 


— 
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her commands. The mag ſeemed ex- 
ceflively confuſed, and made ſev eal unſuc- 
ceſsful attempts before ſhe was able to ſpeak 
to be underſtood ; at laſt ſhe articulated, “ I 
hope, Sir. you will excuſe the liberty 1 have 
taken; a total ſtranger as I am in England, 

and for many years einde from the world. 
I am afraid my conduct ſtrikes you as very 
ſtrange. I am ſenſible I ought to apologize 
for thus intruding upon a gentleman of your 
rank at fo unſeaſonable an hour. A mother's 
feelings, however, have rendered ine unuſually 
bold; for lam come, Sir, under the authority of 
that ſacred name, to claim a young lady, leſt 
under your protection by an angel, if ever a 
daughter of mortality deſerved that appel. a- 
tion. Perhaps you are acquainte ed wich my 
unhappy ſtory; if ſo, you can. make ſome 
allowance for my prefent agitation, and will 
ſurely not refuſe (as J have undoubted proots 
to produce of our relationſhip) to let me 
fee and embrace my child my much- loved 
Albertine.“ | 


C6 Douglas 
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Douglas was by no means aſtoniſhed at the 
_ » ſtrange diſcovery, as he had long known his 


ward was not the daughter of Madame de 


Valcerne. That amiable woman had revealed 
the ſecret of her birth to him /in the letter 
encloſed in her will, knowing he would never 
accept any part of her fortune while he con- 


{ſidered Albertine as her lawful and natural 


heir :—the lady before him he had no doubt 
Was his ward's mother, as he even perceived 


a ſtrong family likeneſs-between them; and 
the ſtory Madame de Valcerne had written, 


would eafily enable him to detect her, if ſhe 


attempted to impoſe upon him. Beſides, he 
knew that excellent woman had preſented 
Albertine to her mother, then a Nun in a Con- 


vent in St. Maloes, ſoon after their landing 
in France ; therefore no impoſtor could in- 


troduce herſelf, were ſhe ſo inclined, under 


that title. Still he thought it neceſſary to be 
perfectly ſatisfied before he complied with 


the ftranger's requeſt, which to him ap- 


peared, at all events, very imprudent, as 


Madame de Valcerne had particularly wiſhed 


EH | Albertine- 
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Albertine ſhould continue to paſs for her 
daughter, and bear her name, notwithſtand- 
ing ſhe had thought fit to gratify her unfor- 
tunate mother with a ſight of her child, and 
had informed the young lady of the degree 
of reJationſhip which fubſiſfed between her 
and the monaſtic victim of her paternal 
orandfather's. tyranny. The large fortune- 
Madame de Valcerne left this child of her 
adoption, and whom all her friends ſuppoſed 
to be her own, was, he pre ſumed, what had. 
induced the lady before him to quit her 
peaceable habitation, and come in ſearch of 
a child prudence certainly ought to have for- 
bidden her to claim ; though he ſuppoſed ſhe 
could not reſiſt the temptation of participat- 
ing in the late Baronne's generoſity, as this: 
public acknowledgment muſt oblige her 
daughter to ſupport her in ſome degree of 
aMuence. „ 


Theſe reflections did not increaſe his cor- 
diality towards the ſtranger ; therefore; with. 
the utmoſt coolneſs, he replied, © Your con- 
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duct certainly ſtrikes me as very ſtrange, 
Madam; for even admitting you can con- 
vince me you are the mother of my ward 
(and I ſhall require ſome very ſtrong proofs 
of your veracity), what benefit can ariſe to 
this young lady by ſuch an acknowledg- 
ment? You are certainly acting in direct op- 
poſition to the wiſhes of her benefactreſs: 
ſuppoſing the late Baronne de Valcerne to 
be no relation of her repyted daughter's, ſhe 
certainly intended, and expected the world 
would remain in ignorance of the ſecret you 
ſeem fo anxious to diſcloſe “ out of love 
for your child,” you will ſay. I ſhould be 
ſorry to hurt your feelings; but would you 
have been equally ſolicitous to ſeek her, had 
ſhe ſtood in need of your pecuniary afſiitance ? 
You may think yourſelf entitled to ſhare her 
income, but I am by no means of that opi- 
nion; as doubtlels the Baronne, with her. ac- 
cuſtomed mumficence, made fome proviſion 
for the mother of a child ſhe brought up, 
educated, and ever conſidered as her own, 
even in the diſpoſal of her property.” 
| : « Only 
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ER 
te Only let me ſee my child, Sir—I aſk 
no more ; believe me I am far from (as you 
ſuppoſe) coveting any part of her fortune. 
Permit me to convince you I am her mo- 


ther ; ſhe. has ſeen me; I have preſſed her 


to my boſom; and her acknowledgment 
muſt remove the doubts you entertain ;—ſtill 
they are natural, if you are unacquainted 


with the ſecret; yet ſurely the Baronne muit 


have thought it neceſſary to acquaint you that 


| the was not the mother of my child; for I 
know you were upon the point of marriage 


with that lady: this ſhe told me herſelf when 
I laſt ſaw her at St. Maloes, where ſhe 
landed purpoſely to afford me an opportunity 
to embrace my child. She was then in a very 
weak ſtate of health, but kindly entered into 


a thouſand intereſting details, and made me, as 


you rightly judged, a very munificent pre- 
ſent. She told me whom ſhe meant to appoint 


my daughter's guardian, ſhould ſhe die be- 


fore ſhe ſaw her ſettled, and adviſed us to cor- 

re ſpond regularly, as our letters might prove 

a great comfort to both; for at that time 1 
- | had 


\ 
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had no idea of quitting my Convent. Lately 
I have been obliged to do fo; and not hav- 
ing heard from Albertine ſince ſhe wrote 


me word of her benefactreſs's death, (though 


J have addreſſed ſeveral letters to her under 
cover to Principal Douglas) my anxiety, 
knowing her to be in a foreign country, ſe- 
parated from all her early friends, and de- 
prived of the protection of that beſt of wo- 
men, has brought me over, and perhaps 
juſtly expoſed me to thoſe ſuſpicions you 
ſeem, Sir, to entertain of the motives that 
induced me to take fo ſtrange a ſtep. Does. 
my daughter live? and was it by your deſire 
| ſhe ceaſed correſponding with me ?” ; 


* Your firſt queſtion I can very eafily 


anſwer, Madam, doubtleſs infinitely to your 


fatisfaction. Mademoiſelle de Valcerne is in 


perfect health, and under the care of a lady 
of unblemiſned character, exemplary mo- 
rals, and eſtabliſned reputation; and her 


companions are young ladies of the firſt ran 
in this country. My uncle, the Duke of 


Durham, has ſuperſeded me in the office of 
5 8 . her 
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her guardian ; and as his ward; ſhe has 
hitherto met with every mark of reſpect.— 
Why ſhe ceaſed to correſpond with you, 
Madam, I cannot fo eafily reſolve not by 
my deſire, I give you my word of honour; 
but may I entreat you would permit me to 
let the Duke of Durham know your buſi- 
neſs in England? His age, univerſal philan- 
thropy, and known judgment will render 
him a very proper and impartial judge of 
your claim; no light reſolution ought to 
be taken in a matter of ſuch importance. 
Have 1 your leave to introduce you to * 
Grace? 

8 Undoubtedly, Sir, 45 my A for 
the conſiderate kind offer.“ 


Douglas inſtantly roſe, and returned into 
whe eating parlour, where, to his infinite ſa- 
tisfaction, he found the Count de St. Mars,; 
as he thought he could not have had a bet- 
ter counſellor upon ſuch an occaſion. After 
the few compliments their intimacy required, 
he repeated what had. paſſed: between him. 
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and che ſtranger, acknowledging he did no 
entertain a doubt of her being his ward's 
mother : ſtill, as he could not approve of her 
wiſh to diſcloſe a ſecret Madame de Valcerne 
had taken every method ſhould remain in- 


violable, he was at a loſs how to act, and 
entreated the Duke, the Count, and the 


Baronet would accompany him into the 
library, liſten to her ſtory (which he ſhould 
be able to confute, if it did not accord with the 
one Madame de Valcerae had left in manu- 
ſcript), and then aſſiſt him with their advice, as 
he particularly withed to act up to the will of 


the deceaſed, who had merely entruſted him 


with the ſecret of Albertine's birth, as an 
inducement to appropriate the large ſhare of 
her fortune ſhe had bequeathed him, to his 
own uſe. This he proteſted he never ſhould 
have done, had he continued to ſuppoſe her 
the Baronne's daughter. 


\ 


ec Madame de Valcerne ated with her ac- 
cuſtomed prudence,” ſaid the Duke; * and 
if this lady proves herſelf to be your ward's 
„ ä H 
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mother, why not allow her to affiiens that 


title, my dear George ? You will certainly be, 
in a great meaſure, relieved from a very de- 


licate charge, and have it in your power to 


prevent her from ſquandering Albertine's 
fortune, who may contribute to her eſtabliſn- 


ment without any injury to herſelf; but 


come, let us hear the lady's ſtory before we 


decide upon what will be moſt proper.” 


The Count agreed that would be beſt, 
and they accompanied Douglas into the ad- 
Joining apartment, who ſeparately introdu- 
ced them to the ſtranger's notice the Duke 
as his uncle the Count de St. Mars, late Go- 
vernor of the French Military School—and 


the Baronet, as his moſt intimate friends. 


The lady curtſied to each; and then, as 
Douglas informed her he had prepared them 
for her recital; began, at his requeſt, to ac- 
count for her daughter being brought up 
under another name, and as the offspring of 
another woman—a matter they all thought 

| neceſſary 
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neceſſary ſhould be - elucidated before they 


could decide upon the juſtice of her claim. 


e am the daughter of a tradeſman of St. 
Maloes, in Brittany, gentlemen, and at the 
ace of ſixteen I became acquainted with the 


Chevalier de I. Epinois, the name that the late 
Baron de Valcernè bore before he married the 


excellent lady whoſe death every one muſt 
lament. The Chevalier was then about one 
and twenty, and a Captain in the regiment 


de la Reine, then in garriſon at St. Maloes: 


he ſoon declared a violent paſſion for me; 


and being neither his own maſter, nor of age, 
he prevailed upon me to conſent to a private 


marriage. I was young and inexperienced, 
and too eaſily agreed to his propoſal.— 
We had not been married more than three 
months when, by ſome means or other, the 


Viſcount de L' Epinois, his father, became 
acqrainted with our union. The Chevalier was 


immediately ſent for home, and ordered to pre- 
pare for Martinico, to marry the Governor's 


only daughter: this was a very great match 


for 
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for him, as the family was very poor. How 
his father had diſcovered his unfortunate con- 
nexion with me, he could not conceive, for 
the Viſcount forced him to acknowledge it 
by this command, in hopes of being allowed 
to return to me; inſtead of which, his father 
told him he had heard of his folly, though he 
did not ſuppoſe he had carried ic to ſuch an 
exceſs, A marriage ſo contracted was, how- 
ever, not binding; and he ſhould not 
think of diſgracing himſelf and family, by 
acknowledging me for his daughter ;—he 
therefore inſiſted upon his inſtantly embark- 
ing for Martinico, adding, he ſhould take 
upon himſelf the care of me, which he did as 
ſoon as ever my huſband had ſailed, by ob- 
taining a Leitre de Cachet for putting me 
into a Convent of Force, and getting our 
marriage diſſolved by the then exiſting laws 
of France, without any farther ceremony.— 
My father was not a man of ſufficient conſe- 
quence to obtain redreſs. The Chevalier 
no ſooner arrived at the place of his deſtina- 


bony than he was united to Made moiſelle de 
Valcerne, 
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Valcerné, only daughter of the Baron of that 
name, then Governor of the Iſland. She had 
no will of her own any more than the Che- 
valicr; the match was made up between the 
two fathers, and the children were obliged to 
ſubmit: fortunately they were both excel- 
lent tempers, which made them happy in 
each other, though they had married without 
love. After ſome time, relying upon the 
excellence of her diſpoſition, the Chevalier 
revealed his unfortunate attachment to me 
to his then wife, and expreſſed a with to 
ſettle ſomething that might render my lite as 
comfortable as circumſtances would permit. 

In fix months after their marriage, they ob- 
tained permiſſion of the Baron, with whom 
they reſided, to viſit the Chevalier's rela- 
| tions in France, and embarked on board a 
veſſel bound for St. Maloes, where they 
landed about two months after I had lain-1n 
of that child I am now, gentlemen, come, 
with your permiſſion, to claim. I had been 
allowed to lie- in at my father's, and was juſt 
returning to my Convent, when the Che- 
valier 


— 


valier and his Lady arrived! That amiable 
woman immediately viſited me, requeſted 
to ſee me alone, and conſoled me in the 
midſt of my afflictions. To leave my child, 
and retire to a Convent for life, had nearly 
proved. too much for me; but this ex- 
cellent lady, after fome time, told me who 
ſhe was, and promiſed to bring up · my 
daughter under her father's ey and adopt 
her as her own. 


«« This unexpected kindneſs quite revived 


me, and I returned to my Convent without 


regret, leaving my child under my mother's 
care, with whom ſhe was to remain till 
Monſieur and Madame de L'Epinois returned 
to Martinico. They ſpent near ſeven 
months in France, for the Viſcount de 
L' Epinois died almoſt as ſoon as I had taken 
the veil, which I did about three months after 
their arrival at St. Maloes. Upon the Vil- 
count's death, Madame de L'Epinois wrote 
me word the child ſhould paſs for her own ; 
it would caſily be believed in the iſland that 


the had lain- in in France, and would enſure iny 


daughter 
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daughter a much more. comfortable rank 
in ſociety as ſhe grew up. This letter 
contained a brevet for a penſion of two thou- 
ſand livres a year, which this generous lady 
had ſettled upon me much more than I knew 
how to ſpend in my priſon ; but here is her 
kind letter, Sir,” preſenting it to Douglas, 
who, having examined the writing and date, 
faid it was Madame de Valcerne's hand. 
He read it over with great emotion ;— 
and when he had finiſhed, ſaid, Her excel- 
lent heart diſplays itſelf in every line.” | 
« A very juſt remark, Sir,” replied the 
ſtranger ; „it is dated, as you perceive, from 
the Chateau de L'Epinois, in Berry. 
« All was arranged as ſhe had kindly pro- 


poſed, and my child returned with them to 


Martinico, as Mademoiſelle de L' Epinois. 
Here is another letter from the Chevalier, 
Sir, which will ſtill further confirm my ſtory; 
it was wrote as ſoon as they arrived at St. 
Pierre, in Martinico, to inform me the 
Baron de Valcerne fully believed Albertine 
to be his grand. daughter, and was dotinglv 

| fond 
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fond of don looked over this 
letter alſo. “ Here is another, Sir, in the 
ſame dear hand, which informed me of the 
Baron de Valcerne's death, and his acceſſion 


to the title, &c. &c. and of the ſolemn pro- 


» &© 


miſe, his amiable wife had made him, not 
having any children of their own, never to 


reveal the ſecret of Albertine's birth; and 


here,“ ſhe continued, © is the laſt ] received 
from him, written upon his death-bed, in 
which he informs me he had left all his own 


fortune to my daughter, and that Madame 


la Baronne would ever continue to ſupply the 
place of a tender mother, as ſhe had hitherto 
done, to our child, and meant, by his deſire, 
to inform her of my unfortunate ſtory as ſoon 


as ſhe attained to years of diſcretion, that I 


might, at leaſt, have the conſolation of cor- 
reſponding with her ; and ſhould the Baronne 
ever return to France, ſhe had promiſed to 
introduce us to each other, But why need I 


repeat what you have it in your power to 
read? Suffice it to ſay, ſhe kept her word as 
religiouſly reſpecting her lat, as her former 


promiſes, 


i 


promiſes, and landed purpoſely at St. Maloes 2 

to bring, my daughter and me acquainted, — 5 

How fincerely did ſhe participate in my * 
tranſports, and how kindly did ſhe deign to he 

inform me of the purport and occaſion of her _ 

voyage to England! While ſhe lived, ſhe a 

ſaid, ſhe ſhould never part with Albertine; BY” 

but ſhould ſhe not recover, which indeed ſhe Pr; 

did not ſeem to expect, ſhe ſtrongly adviſed = * 

1 my daughter, as the Revolution had already TE 
| broke my fetters, to ſend for me over to 3 
| England, where {the ſuppoſed ſhe ſhould fix E 
her abode, that we might enjoy each other's Ws 
ſociety, and acknowledge, or not, our rela- a Ld 

_ tionſhip, as was moſt conſonant to our joint 3 
feelings re ſpecting paſt events; deſiring me, 2 

for the preſent, to correſpond with them for! 
through the means of Principal Douglas, but * 
promiſing to ſend me a further direction hk 

as ſoon as ſhe was ſettled in Great-Britain.— «6 

1 heard no more from the dy ing ſaint, who | conſ 

1 is now reaping the reward of her goodneſs neſs 
| | to me and mine, in that Heaven her imma- 3 
culate life gave her a foretaſte of even while 5 


ON 
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on earth; and I have received but one ſhort 
letter from my daughter fince her deceaſe, 
merely containing a detail of the death of. 
her benefactreſs, of your being appointed 
her guardian, Sir, and other et ceteras, but 
not the invitation, I own I rather expected; 
and as ſhe gave me no other direction, I im- 
mediately anſwered it through the medium of 
Principal Douglas; and ſome little time 
ſince wrote again, through the ſame channel, 
but receiving no anſwers, my anxiety got the 
better of my prudence, and I ſet out for 
England—landed at Brighton, where T 
traced my daughter to the phyſician's, who 
had attended the late Baroneſs, from whom 1 
learned your preſent name and place of 
abode ; and to you, Sir, they referred me 
for intelligence of the young lady, who had 
not favoured them with a line ſince ſhe left 
them. This account really led me to dread 
' ſome accident had befallen her; and without 
conſidering the natural ſuſpicions my eager- 
neſs might excite, I abruptly made my 
errand known to you, and my relationſhip 
VOL, 111, D — 
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tp your ward, without entering into any of 
the neceſſary preliminaries which ought to 
have preceded ſuch an acknowledgment.” 

« Your impatience was ſo natural, 
Ma'am, that it certainly requires no excuſe,” 
replied Douglas; © nor have J a doubt re- 
maining as to the identity of your perſon :—- 
your ſtory [ was already acquainted with, as 
the late Madame de Valcerne addreſſed the 


particulars of it to me at the time ſhe” 


made her will; conſcious I ſhould not have 
accepted of any part of her fortune while I 
learned ſhe had ſo near a relation as a 
daughter. Motves of delicacy have hitherto 
prevented me from even hinting to my ward 
that I was acquainted with her origin ; but 
believe me, Madam, I am exceſſively happy 
to have it in my power to reſtore her to ſo 
near and dear a friend; though I muſt ad- 
viſe (except you, Ma'am, or my uncle, or 
Count de St. Mars, are of a contrary opinion, 
in which caſe, I ſhall ſubmit to your ſuperior 
judgment) that Mademoiſelle de ,Valcerne 
ſhould continue to bear that name, and paſs 

8 for 
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for your niece, as I really think it would be 


a ſort of reflection upon her father's memory, 


and even an affront to the late Baronne, to 


diſcloſe a ſecret they were both. ſo anxious 


to conceal. As her aunt and only furviving 


female relation, your coming over to Eng- 


land at my requeſt, as may be ſaid, to ſu- 
perintend her education, conduct, and mo- 


rals, can ſurpriſe no one; and under that 


title you may as freely give way to your 
maternal affection as under that of a mother. 


However, I would have you reflect upon 


this propoſal, and confer with theſe gentle- 
men upon its propriety during my abſence; 


as the only amends I can make for my un- 


juſt ſuſpicions is to haſten a meeting they 
have hitherto protracted.” 


Ringing the bell as he concluded, and 
ordering his carriage, he left the library, and 


haſtened into his dreſſing- room, anxious to 


explain himſelf more fully to the lovely 
Iſabella, of whom he rather hoped he might 
catch a glimpſe during his ſtay at Mrs, 

D 2 Shenſtone's. 
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Shenſtone's. He had already ſelected from 


among ſeveral elegant trinkets that had be- 


longed to the late Madame de Valcerne, a 
beautiful gold enamelled Souvenir, or French 
memorandum caſe: on one ſide was his 
picture, drawn in Martinico, ſet round with 
very large brilliants; on the other a trophy 


of love, alſo in brilliants the motto Souvenir 


D' Amitie, This he encloſed in a ſheet of 
Paper, upon which he wrote— 


Oh! if the . that ſooths my mind, 
Should falſe and groundleſs prove, 
If I am doom'd at length to find 
Vou can't return my love ; 
All J of Venus aſk is this, 
No more to let us join, 
| But grant me here the flattering bliſs, 
To _ and think you mine {—HIPPOLYTUs, | 


This he conſigned to his pocket, and 
hurrying down, upon being informed his 


- carriage was ready, juſt ſtepped into the 


library « to inform Madame de L' Epinois he 
would 
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would return as ſpeedily as poſſible. He 
learned, with great ſatisfaction, that ſhe readily 


| agreed to his propoſal, which had met the 


approbation of both his uncle and friend. — 


During his drive to Hertford-ſtreet, Lady 


Iſabella Kinroſs alone occupied his mind ;— 
nor did he once reflect upon whom he left 
behind, or why he was going to fetch his 


ward, till he was ſhewn into Mrs. Shenſtone's 
drawing-toom, where ſat that lady, and ſe- 
veral of her pupils, but neither Albertine nor 


the beautiful young Scotch woman. This 


perhaps was rather a fortunate circumſtance, 
as Douglas's countenance might have be- 
trayed the ſecret it was ſo much his intereſt 
to keep. Aſter a general bow, he ſaid he 


was come, with Mrs. Shenſtone's leave, to 
fetch his ward for a few hours, as a particular 
friend of the young lady's was juſt arrived in 
England, and now waiting their return at 


Durham Houle. 


No objection could be made to ſuch a 


propoſal; and while Mrs, Shenſtone was 
| D 3 ſignifying 
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 Ggnifying her approbation, Albertine came ec 
running in, to whom he repeated what he gelle 
had x ſaying to that lady. V 
5 : 
« Bleſs me, 1 WhO is it?“ cried WF 
he, in evident ſurpriſe. plac 
& A lady, I am certain, you Doll be very ther 
happy to ſee,” was the reply. 8 
« Madame de Fierval, guardian A | ſuch 
ce No, Made moiſelle.“ | . fene 
«© Well, but who now ? How can you be to re 
ſo tormenting I have ſo few friends!“ 18 
And ſet ſo little value by their letters,” will 
faid Mrs. Shenſtone, ſmiling ; ; I almoſt 100 
wonder at your preſent impatience, Made- 2 
moiſelle.“ | Eng 
FE Yet I: ſhould have thought you were in | 
habits of correſp6ndence with ſome near and not 
very dear friends,” ſaid Douglas, giving. her wat 
a ſcrutinizing glance. 2 p 
« You know I am very much attached ta mu 
Madame de Fierval, guardian ; but I believe and 
Mrs. Shenſtone has never forgiven me, as I Wa 
happened to burn a letter from an old Nun Lal 


before her,” 


© Was 


1e 


1 Ss CD 


5 
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ec Was it dated St. Maloes, Mademoi- 


ſelle?“ aſked Douglas, with uauſual ſeverity 
of looks and voice. 

Albertine coloured violently while ſhe 
affected to laugh, ſaying, © Is that a privileged 
place, guardian, or are the Nuns more amiable 
there than elſewhere 2?” 
et would take too long a time to anſwer 
ſuch a comprehenſive queſtion, Mademoi- 
ſelle, replicd Douglas, e and Iam in haſte 
to return.“ 


Oh, I am at your orders, guardian; I 
will be ready, in ga moment,” leaving the 


room, and convincing Douglas ſhe would by 


no means enjoy hearing her mother was in 


England. That ſhe ſhould prefer Madame 
de Valcernẽ to Madame de LEpinois, did 
not much aſtoniſh him; but that ſhe ſhould 
wantonly burn a letter from her mother, was 
a proof of ingratitude that lowered her very 
much in his eſteem. She ſoon returned, 
and preceded him down ſtairs, near the 
bottom of which they were met by Lady 
Habella and Mrs. Macpherſon, who were 

33 * 
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juſt come / homie. Albertine inſtantly aſked 
her Ladyſhip if ſhe had bought the books 
ſhe had recommended, She anſwered in the 
affirmative ; and the former proceeded to tell 
her where ſhe was going, till Douglas re- 
minded her ſhe kept.her Ladyſhip upon the 
ſtairs ; contriving, while he ſpoke, as the 
lamp emitted a very aint light, and Mrs. 
Macpherſon's head was turned to ſpeak to 
the footman, to ſlip his ſmall packet into 
her Ladyſhip's hand unperceived by any 
one, paying his parting compliment at the 
ſame moment. To refuſe it was impoſſible, 
© had her Ladyſhip been fo inclined, which we 
muſt, as we pique ourſelves upon our vera- 
city, acknowledge was not the caſe ; for re- 
member, gentle reader, ſhe was not ſixteen, 
and Douglas was the moſt elegant, moſt 
amiable, and moſt inſinuating man ſhe had 
ever ſeen; and more than all, perfectly ſin- 
coere in his profeſſions. She had read her 
triumph in his animated countenance, and 
ſhe longed, yet feared, he ſhould gueſs what 
paſſed in her boſom, With trembling hands, 

= | the 
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the firſt moment ſhe could eſcape from her 
friends and governeſs, ſhe broke open his 
parcel; and could he have ſeen her preſs 


the inanimate image of all her ſoul held dear 
to her lips, he would have thought himſelf. 
the happieſt and moſt favoured of mortals. 


The verſes were read with rapture, which,, 
with contemplating her elegant preſent, 
would have afforded ſufficient occupation for 
the whole evening, if a ſummons to ſupper 
had not forced her to conſign both Souvenir 
and envelope to her pocket, and hurry down. 
to join the family party, 
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' CHAP. III. 
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TIIE moment Douglas and Albertine 
were ſeated, ſhe once more enquired who was 
waiting for them at Durham Houſe, and he 
briefly related the occurrences of the after- 
noon ; concluding by aſſuring her, he was 
exceſſively happy ſhe would now have a na- 


tural female protector to look up to, with 


whom he ſhould recommend her to reſide 
in future, as ſhe could be no where ſo pro- 
perly ſituated as under her mother's roof ;— 
though he had adviſed that lady to aſſume 
the title of her aunt, for various reaſons, and 
more particularly out of reſpect to the memory 
of her deceaſed  benefadtreſs,—Humbled, 


. mortified, | 


man) 
with 
depe! 


larly 


to di 
othe! 
to m: 
comp 
letter 
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mortified, and dejected, Albertine learned, 
with the moſt poignant regret, the arrival of 
her mother, which ſhe attributed ſolely to 
the unfortunate woman's cupidity ; and when 
Douglas ceaſed ſpeaking, ſaid, © I am ſure 
my former kind Mamma little expected I 
ſhould be thus claimed by a total ſtranger, 


comparatively; ſhe certainly told me the 


lady ſhe introduced me to at St. Maloes was 


| my mother, but I am ſure ſhe never wiſhed 


our conſanguinity to be made public ; but 
did you know I was not Madame de Val- 
cernẽ's daughter, guardian?“ 


The Baronne thought it neceſſary, upon 
many accounts, not to carry ſuch a ſecret 
with her to the grave; ſhe knew ſhe could 
depend upon my diſcretion, and ſhe particu- 


[larly wiſhed to convince me ſhe had a right 


to diſpoſe of her fortune -in mine, or any 
other perſon's favour, whom ſhe might chuſe 
to make her heir. Madame de L'Epinois 
complains you never anſwered any of her 
letters; maternal tenderneſs, and anxiety for 

| D 6 your. 
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your welfare, brought her to England, and 1 
thould have ſuppoſed you would rejoice at 
ſuch an event. Have her unmerited misfor- 
tunes deprived her of your eſteem, or to 
what am I to attribute your viſible diſcon- 
tent?“ 


Albertine burſt into tears, and leaning 
back in the carriage, made no anſwer to 
Douglas's queſtion, who, exceſſively diſpleaſed 
with her, neither enquired into the cauſe, nor 
attempted to mitigate her ſorrow, which con- 
vinced him, though educated by Madame de 
Valcerne, ſhe poſſeſſed neither that lady's ex- 
cellent principles, nor goodneſs of heart.— 
At laſt, finding he did not ſpeak; ſhe ſaid, — 
« Since you were acquainted with my birth, 
Sir, I almoſt wonder you accepted the title 
of guardian to the Chevalier de L'Epinois's 
baſtard daughter; and I am ftill more ſur- 
priſed the late Baronne ſhould have choſen, 
ſo unneceſſarily, to lower me in your eyes.— 
Why did ſhe educate me as her daughter, i 

0 "ck 
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ſhe meant to deprive me of that title when. | 
| ſhe died?“ 
c Then you really think that excellent 
woman has not done her duty by you, Ma- 


demoiſelle? I can only fay we abſolutely 
differ in our opinzjons. As for myſelf, I con- 


ceived ſhe paid me a very high compliment 
in appointing me your guardian; though, 
_ conſcious my age rendered me unfit for ſuch 
a truſt, I conſigned you to the care of my 


uncle, not out of want of reſpect for the Che- 
valier de L'Epinors's daughter, whom you, 


notwithſtanding that Nobleman was bona fide 
married to the lady now waiting at Durham 


Houſe, Mademoiſelle Morin, are unchari- 
table enough to baſtardize. However, you 
are not required to reſign the title of the late 
Baronne's daughter, and as ſuch I ſhall ever 
conſider you :—to requeſt you would recol- 


lect the lady you are going to ſee is your 
mother, whom love for you has brought to 


England, would be abſurd ; for it your heart 
refuſes to acknowledge her, empty profeſ- 
ſions of regard, which your looks and actions 
would 
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would contradict, could pot add much to her 
ſatisfaction; — ſhe is entitled to your reſpe&t— 


may that, ſentiment induce you to treat her ha! 
with ſome degree of propriety! This is all, to 
nay, rather more, than I expect; though 1 ſec 
am afraid the unfortunate Madame des an 
_ L'Epinois's hopes are far more ſanguine.“ Tf 
Their arrival in St. James's-ſquare pre- e hz 
vented Albertine from making any reply.— 
She ſuffered Douglas to hand her out of the c 
carriage in ſilence, and into the library, — p 
Madame de L'Epinots's agitatiun had been 
exceſſive as the meeting drew near, and ſhe I 
was unable to riſe from her chair when they 
entered. Douglas therefore led his ward, D 
whoſe countenance varied every moment, > 
towards her mother; while the other gen- : 
tlemen retreated into an adjoining apartment. : 


Madame de L'Epinois was able to extend 
her arms; and conſcious that Douglas's eyes 
were upon her, Albertine met her embrace, 
and faintly endeavoured to welcome her to 
England: when Madame de L'Epinois ſaid 
| May 


« May 1 flatter myſelf you are really 
happy to ſee me, my child? I am afraid I 
have been rather too precipitate ;—I ought 
to have conſulted you before I diſcloſed the 
ſecret of your birth, but I was fearful, under 
any other character, except my real one, 
] ſhould not have been permitted to ſee you : 
had you anſwered my letter, I ſhould not 
have come over in ſuch haſte.” 


Fearful that Albertine ſhould make the un- 
fortunate mother ſeverely repent having ſuf- 
fered her maternal tenderneſs to get the bet-' 
ter of her prudence, Douglas ſaid | 

<]truſt, Ma'am, you will find your daughter 
every thing you can wiſn. Accuſtomed | 
from her infancy to conſider the late Ma- 

dame de Valcerné as her mother, ſhe can't 
immediately diveſt herſelf of that idea ; and 
your arrival, though ic muſt have gratified 
| het in ſome reſpects, muſt alſo have ſtrongly 
reminded her of her amiable kind patroneſs, 
who ſo long and fo generoufly ſupplied your 
place, and whom I ai ſure you would never 
wiſh her to forget: you have long known 


you 
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you had a daughter; fie has but very lately 
been informed you were her mother, and 
that at 'a moment when every tender ſenti- 
ment for her ſuppoſed parent was awakened 
by her declining health. Confider well 
what I have faid, my dear Ma'am ; make 
allowances for the kind error in which your 
daughter was. educated, and ſuffer her to 
remember, and even to regret, her firſt mo- 


ther in the arms of her ſecond.” He then left 


the room, to rejoin the other gentlemen in 


the drawing- room, where the Count was 


pacing when he entered, and turning to 


Douglas, exclaimed—< My poor country- 


woman's doubts and fears were bit too well 


founded, I am afraid, my young friend ; her 
handſome daughter gave her a very. cool 
welcome. Indeed, had ſhe wiſhed to ſee 
her, ſhe would, ere this, as her mother juſtly 


obſerved, invited her over ;—but the poor 


ſoul, juſt emerged from the ignorance and 
ſuperſtition of a Convent, fancied the child 
was in a land of ſavages, becauſe ſhe had 
been told by her Father Confeſſor that the 

Engliſh 
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Engliſh are heretics; ſo haſtened in ſearch of 
her to prevent her being converted. How- 
ever, I really believe ſhe is an unaffected 
good kind of a woman; and as the Duke 
and Sir Charles have told me that the young 


lady has rather too much French vivacity, a 
few of her mother's rigid notions may be of 


ſervice to her. Bid ſhe ſeem pleaſed, 
George, when you informed her of Madame 
de L'Epinois's arrival ?” 

It was too dark for me to obſerve the 
expreſſion of her countenance, Sir, as it was 
during our drive from Hertford-ſtreet ; but 
to-ſpeak franchement, I don't think ſhe will 
ever love Madame de L'Epinois as ſhe did 


Madame de Valcerne, as every compariſon 
ſhe will naturally draw between them muſt 


terminate in favour of the latter, I can judge 
of her feelings by my own: could I, at her 
age, ſuppoſing a ſtranger had been preſented 
to me as my father, have inſtantly, becauſe | 
he bore that title, have preferred him to 
Principal Douglas ? Surely not ; and Alber- 

| tine 
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tine had not only equal reaſon to love and 
revere Madame de Valcerne, but ſhe even 
believed ſhe was her mother; therefore can 
it be ſuppoſed ſhe can immediately transfer 


the affection ſhe bore that lady to Madame 


de L'Epinois? In time the love of duty 
may become the love of inclination, but not 
inſtantly; the magic ſound of mother may 
command obedicnce, but not always affec- 
tion.“ 3 
„J agree with youu perfectly,“ rejoined 
the Duke; © but can't approve of your judg- 
ing Albertine either after your own feelings 
or your own heart; for I am much miſtaken, 
had Madame de Valcernẽ introduced her ſup- 
poſed daughter to a Princeſs of the blood 


royal, or even to a Ducheſs, inſtead of a 
fimple Nun of very obſcure, not to fay low- 
extraction, whether her regard for that lady 


would even have brought Albertine to Eng- 
land in her company. What ſay you, Sir 
Charles 7? | | 
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* +08, Think the Ducheſs de L'Epinois would 
| have met with a much more cordial recep- 
tion than the poor Nun, your Grace.” 

I only hope my ward's behaviour will 
convince you, uncle,” faid Douglas, © you 
have not done her juſtice. Suppoſe I re- 
queſt the ladies to favour us with their com- 
pany to tea ?” | 

« True, and I mean to offer them an 
apartment for the night,“ ſaid the Duke; © ir 
would be cruel to ſeparate them upon the 
mother's account, and highly improper our 
ward ſhould accompany the good lady to an 
inn or hotel ; to-morrow we ſhall be able to 
procure them a proper lodging.” 

Douglas therefore returned to the library, 
where he perceived both mother and 
daughter had been in tears. Taking no 


notice of this, he merely requeſted they 


would accompany him into the drawing- 


rcom ; and Madame de L'Epinots, having 


accepted the Duke's conſiderate offer with 
* ſuitable acknowledgments of his goodneſs, a 

note was diſpatched to Mrs. Shenſtone, to in- 
form her that her ward lept at Durham Houſe. 
During 
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During the remainder of the evening, the 
converſation was very general; but Albeys 


tine was unuſually dejected, and ſeemed by 


no means to enjoy the idea of reſiding with 
| 5 8 RE =; 
her mother, which was mentioned as a mat- 
ter of courſe, —The Count promiſed to 


breakfaſt with the Duke the next morning, 


and at an early hour the party N he 


the night. 


Douglas was happy when at liberty 
to give way to his reflections; he felt the 
impropriety of endeavouring ſecretly to 
gain the affection of Lady Iſabella, but he 


had no other reſource, At all events, her 


- guardians could not place him among the 


clais of needy fo:tune-hunters, as he would 
freely, at that moment, have relinquiſhed all 


claim to her fortune, to have ſecured her 


hand with their approbation; but ſuch an 


offer would be abſurd, and perhaps deemed 
an inſult by thoſe whoſe favour he wiſhed to 
conciliate: he therefore determined, if poſ- 
ſible, to win Mrs. Macalliſter over to his 
intereſt, as he ſhould no longer have it in his 

; = | power, 
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power, under any pretence, to call at Mrs. 
Shenſtone's. This reflection made him, 
like his ward, ſeriouſly regret the unfortu- 


nate Nun had left her Convent; he, however, 


roſe early, and wrote the following letter, 
which he hoped to prevail upon Mrs. Mac- 
alliſter to deliver: — 


« Your Ladyſhip will doubtleſs think my 
practice accords very ill with my theory, 


when I aſſure you I am truly ſenſible of the 
impropriety of addreſſing you in this clan- 


deſtine manner: e ately family feuds 


have rendered the name of Douglas obnox- 


ious to thoſe to whom I ought to apply for 


permiſſion before I venture to infringe the 


ſtrict laws of honour, by even diſcloſing the 
ardent and ſincere paſſion you have inſpired 
me with. All I can fay in my own defence 


is, that it is founded upon the moſt diſintereſt- 


ed motives ; and ſhould you accept my vows, 
my family, fortune, and expectations might 
entitic me to your guardian' s approbation, if 

5 privice 


ies 

private pique ever gave way to ſuch conſi- 
rations :—yet under all theſe diſadvantages, 1 
mult preſs my ſuit, and truſt you will believe 
me when J aſſure you, even the delicate 
Racine has feebly expreſſed my ſentiments, 
though his Hippolytus is the moſt ardent of 
all lovers. The language of romance may 
aſſiſt in ſome caſes, but muſt fall very ſhort 
of my feelings: I loved you from the firſt 
moment we met; and could I prevail upon 
you to place your happineſs under my guar- 
dianſhip, I truſt you would never have rea- 
ſon to repent your condeſcenſion. Where 
there 1s no diſparity on either ſide in point of 
family, fortune, and connexions, even the 
buſy and cenſorious part of the world dare 
not ſay ſuch an union is founded on im- 
proper motives; and the generous, feeling 
part of mankind muſt excuſe what at beſt 
can be but a venial error. Your excellent 
. grandmother, unbiaſſed by miſtaken pre- 
Judices, ſtill eſteems the unſucceſsful pre- 
tender to her daughter's hand ; and can your 


other friends long withhold the olive branch ? - 
een 
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Should! it be! in their power to depri ve you, of 
any part of your fortune, I ſhall freely for- 
give them for even appropriating it to their 
own uſe. Your hand and heart are all 
I covet; -and my preſent -income 1s more 
than ſufficient to ſupport you in the ſame 
ſtyle of ſplendid affluence you have ever 
been accuſtomed to; therefore, deareſt Lady 
Iſabella, let us only conſult our own hearts: 
mine has long been in your poſſeſſion ; need 
I ſay your determination will make me the 
happieſt or moſt miſcrable of men? and 
that J ſhall ever remain your truly devoted 
- 4:06; 
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Before nine o'clock he ſallied forth, think- 
ing the early part of the morning the moſt 
likely time to obtain a private audience of 

Mrs. Macalliſter, and thought himſelf pe- 
culiarly fortunate in finding her alone. — 

Douglas's figure, inſinuating manners, and 
comprehenſive hints ſoon made the good 
” Woman 
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” woman his ſtaunch friend. She had nurſed 


Lady Iſabella, conſidered her as her own 
child, and concluded ſhe muſt be happy with 

ſo handſome, and withal ſo generous a man. 
Beſides, ſhe was ſatisfied a was no fortune- 


hunter, and not a little proud to find herſelf 


the confidante of a Duke's nephew. She ſaid 
ſhe frequently waited upon Lady Iſabella with 
oranges and other fruits, and aſſured him ſhe 
would take an early opportunity to deliver 
his letter; and leſt any ſuſpicions might ariſe 
from his frequent viſits, he promiſed to 


make them in future in the duſk of the 


evening, and not to come in, except a cer- 
tain ſignal they agreed upon ſhould be in the 
window, by which he was to underſtand the 
coaſt was clear. 


Having thus ſettled every neceſſary pre- 


liminary towards eſtabliſhing a free and un- 


interrupted correſpondence with his beloved 
Iſabella, he returned home in time for 
breakfaſt, and to aſſiſt at the council held 
_ afterwards, when it was agreed Albertine 
and 


-- 
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and her mother ſhould, for the preſent, be 
ſettled in a ready furniſned houſe, under the 
care of the Count de St. Mars, whoſe age and 


character rendered him a very proper pro- 
tector for both; and Madame de L' Epinois, 


from her total ignorance of the world, was 


to the full as much in want of one as her 
daughter. What with her paſt ſavings, and 
the preſents ſhe had from time to time re- 
ceived from the generous Baroneſs, ſhe was 
poſſeſſed of between leven and eight thouſand 


pounds; and not expecting to return, had 


brought letters of credit upon England to 
the amount of her little fortune. 


* 


The Count, upon acceding to the Duke's 


and Douglas's propoſal, reſpecting reſiding 
with . his countrywomen, had declared he 
would pay them two hundred a year for 
his board, but at their joint requeſt took 
upon him the management of their houſe- 


hold, as far the moſt proper perſon of the 


three: they were to keep a carriage, a gen- 
teel ſuite of ſervants, &c. and an adequate 
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allowance was to be made Albertine, who 


was of courſe to contribute largely towards tereſt 
their houſekeeping, as every article of fare « 
luxury would be introduced merely upon her ther, 
account, and that ſhe might continue to cul- that 
tivate the Engliſh acquaintance ſhe had ſhe \ 
formed fince her reſidence with Mrs. Shen- natur 
ſtone, to whom both aunt and niece (as or an 
Madame de L'Epinois and her daughter ne h 
were now and in future to be ſtyled) ſet out ſome 
to pay their reſpects, and inform her of the ſure, 
young lady's removal, as ſoon as the council candi 
broke up; while Douglas and the Count cond 

went out in ſearch of a houſe for their ac- 
commodation, and ſoon met with one in St. H 
Alban's Street, which its vicinity to Durham UT 
Houſe rendered particularly convenient.— to M 
Proper ſervants were ordered to be en- breat 
gaged, and the following evening the two love] 
ladies and their Chevalier d' Honneur re- Res 
moved to their new quarters, much to the regre 
ſatisfaction of Douglas, who was no longer e 
actuated by any ſentiment but regard for the krienc 
late Madame de Valcerné's requeſt, to in- that 
5 ns 
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tereſt himſelf in the future plans or wel- 


fare of his ward, whoſe reception of her mo- 


ther, and ſubſequent cool behaviour to 


that unfortunate woman, had convinced him 


ſhe was totally devoid of either feeling or 
natural affection, and of courſe unworthy his 
or any ſenſible man's eſteem :—nevertheleſs, 
he hoped her fortune would procure her 
ſome eligible match, and learned, with plea- 
ſure, that Colonel Fraſer meant to become 2 
candidate for her hand, and determined to ſe- 


| cond his pretenſions as far as lay in his power. 


He had, to his inexpreſſible joy, been ho- 
noured with an anſwer to the letter entruſted 
to Mrs, Macalliſter ; and though every line 
breathed native modeſt diffidence, ſtill the 
lovely writer unaffectedly acknowledged her 
prepoſſeſſion in his favour, and delicatcly 
regretted the impoſſibility of their mutual 


regard meeting the approbation of her 


friends: but gave him no reaſon to ſuppoſe 
that would be an inſuperable obſtacle to their 
union. | | 
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Tt may be ſuppoſed her letter did not Tow 
remain unanſwered, and, that every tender 
perſuaſion was made uſe of to induce her to 
allow him to ſuperſede her guardians in their 
title of her protector. I he language of ſince- 
rity is ſure to enforce belief. Douglas had 
no ſiniſter motives for addreſſing the lively 
Scotch woman; no deficiency, in point of 
pedigree and fortune, rendered it neceſſary 
for him to have recourſe to the flowery 
images of romance to depicture his feelings; 
he wrote the dictates of his heart, and his 

arguments were thoſe of common ſenſe; and 
Lady Iſabella felt ſhe was beloved by a con- 
genial foul, whoſe homage” was paid to the 
ſweetneſs of her diſpoſition, and the artleſs 
| Innocence of her manners, not to her exte- 
rior charms, or to the ſtill more powerful 
attractions of her fortune. She had indeed been 
informed that the preſent Duke of Durham 
had been her father's rival in her mother's 
affection; but could that circumſtances have 
any weight in the preſent inſtance? Did that 


render Douglas leſs handſome, leſs amiable, 
or 
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or less fincere ? Certainly not. Beſides, ſhe 


was informed, from pretty good authority, 
to that he might ſelect whom he pieaſed among 
eir the preſent belles of faſhion. Indeed all her 
e- companions were laviſh in his praiſes; it 
ad MW was therefore particularly flattering to find 
ly berſelf the object of his preference. She 
of was not ſorry Albertine had changed her 
ry abode, as the piercing eyes of jealouſy might 
ry have diſcovered what ſhe was fo conſcious 
8; ought to be concealed if ſhe wiſhed to bear 
lis the pleaſing name of Douglas; and ſhe 


1d looked forward to that epocha with more 
n- than hope, as ſhe found it depended ſolely 
he upon herſelf to ſhorten the ndern of her 
ls much-admired lover. * 


* » 
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CHAP. IV. 


W rTrN the week after Archy's diſ- 
grace, the Mackenzie family were viſited by 
an old friend of the Knight's, who had for 
ſome years reſided upon a ſmall eſtate near 
Tenby, in Pembrokeſhire, and where her 
Tkdyſhip and Miſs Margaret had ſpent n near 
ſix weeks the preceding ſummer. 


Mr. Colville was, if pollible, a much 
greater miſer than Sir Archibald, or rather 
my Lady; and being, like moſt of his ſtamp, 
generally involved in a law-ſuit, often found 
it neceſſary to come to London very cheap, 
and particularly convenient to lodge at his 

| - worthy 
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worthy friend's, to whom he frequently ſent 
ſmall preſents of poultry, pork, cheeſe, &c. 
which were equally acceptable to Lady Mac- 
kenzie, and in fact coſt him nothing, as they 
were the produce of his own farm-yard or 
dairy, He had a daughter, who ſuperin- 
tended his. houſehold, and whom it was ſup- 
poſed would not only have a very lirge 
fortune when ſhe married, but a conſider- 
able. acceſſion at his demiſe. This young 
Welch woman her Ladyſhip had therefore, 


in her own mind, deftined for her ſon Archy ; 
but as Mr. Colville meant to chuſe his ſon-— 


in-law by the weight of his purſe, ſuch a pro- 
poſal would by no means have met his coff- 
ſent. —Of this Lady Mackenzie was aware, 
having ſeveral times ſounded him at a dif- 


tance upon the ſubject. However, if the 


match could but be brought about (and ſhe 
would even have connived at anelopement, 
rather than have miſſed ſuch a chance), ſhe 
thought it ſignified very little upon what 
terms, but never ventured to ſpring a mine 


till ſhe was at a certainty of its taking effect; 
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and ſhe entertained great hopes her next viſit 
to Lanmendower would bring matters to a 


criſis, as ſhe meant Archy ſhould be of the 


party, who had alſo the good fortune to be 
1 to his CR father. in- law. 


| Knowing Mr. Colville muſt be in Lows 
don during the Spring, they. had wrote him 
a very preſſing invitation to become their 
gueſt, hinting that ſome part of the family 
-would retyrn with him into Pembrokeſhire ; 


and as the avaricious Welchman was unac- 


- Quai ainted with their projects, he liked their 
ſociety, and thought his daughter could learn 
nothing but good from the provident Lady 
Mackenzie: — he therefore proceeded imme- 

iately from the inn where he alighted from 
the Welch mail coach, into Leiceſter Square, 


met with a moſt cordial welcome from every 


branch of the family, was put in poſſeſſion 
of the beſt apartment, and intreated to con- 
ſider himſelf perfectly at home. He had 
been already informed of John's promotion, 
and received a hint that they were in daily 
5 8 expectation 
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* Archy would be equally fortu- 
nate; but he was too much occupied with his 


own affairs to pay much attention to the con- 


tinual encomiums laviſhed upon his godſon, 
whom her Ladyſhip prognoſticated would 
make an excellent father of a family. But 
he thought more about his law-fuit than his 


godſon's good qualities, and paid an early 


viſit to his ſolicitor, from whom he under- 
ſtood it would be neceſſary that he ſhould wait 


upon one of his principal and moſt material 
witneſſes, who reſided at Windſor; and as 


his ſuit in a great meaſure depended upon this 
gentleman's evidence, he wiſhed to behave to 
him with particular politeneſs, and thought 
a pound or two might not be thrown away 


in treating ſuch a man: therefore he men- 


tioned this neceſſary jaunt upon his return 


into Leiceſter Square, and aſłked the Mac- 


kenzies if they would accompany him, pri- 
vately hoping they would ſhare the expences 
of the day. Her Ladyſhip would not have 
ſtarted a ſingle objection had he offered to 
become Paymaſter-General; but as he 
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omitted that circumſtance, ſhe hardly knew 
whether Sir Archibald could be ſpared for a 
whole day at ſuch a buſy ſeaſon, with other 
evaſive excuſes, perfectly underſtood by Mr. 
Colville, who, by way of farther encourage- 
ment, and in hopes they would propoſe borrow- 
ing the carriage of ſome of their quality ac- 


quaintance, of whom they were continually 


boaſting, ſaid he would ſtand treat all when 
they arrived. 
Peggy ventured to obſerve that ſhe had 
never been at Windſor, Her Ladyſhip 
took no notice; but one part of the 
difficulty being removed, entered into a diſ- 
cuſſion upon the various modes of convey - 
ance, as Mr. Colville wiſhed to calculate the 
likely expences of the journey :—he told them 
he would certainly have gone alone, if he had 


not found he ſhould, very likely, be de- 


tained in town longer than he expected, in 


which caſe ſome ſort of acknowledgment to 


the Knight's family for their civility became 
almoſt neceſſary. Beſides, he hoped to im- 
preſs his Windſor friend with a greater idea 
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of his conſequence, by bringing titled 
folks in his ſuite. However, no final ar- 
rangements were made when the journey 


was firſt mentioned, as Colville did not preſs 


the matter in the way Lady Mackenzie both 
hoped and expected. 


t 


As ſoon as ſhe was alone with, her family, 3 


the ſubject was again ſtarted ; poſt- chaiſes, glaſs 
coaches, and ſtages were all mentioned. — 
Her Ladyſhip proteſted Mr. Colville was 
very mean; and as for accompanying him 
upon his preſent plan, it would be highly 
abſurd ;—for the money they ſhould thus 
throw away, merely to oblige him, would 
enable them to give an elegant dinner, ſhould 
ſuch a thing be required, to Johnny's or 
their own friends; and ſhe ſaw no reaſon 
why ſhe ſhould put herſelf to ſuch an ex- 
pence to oblige à rich old miſer, who had 
but one daughter to provide for, It was 
therefore agreed ſome plauſible excuſe ſhould 
be made for not accepting his propoſal, on 
ſuppoſition that Mr. Colville named it again; 

| #6 aſſuring 
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aſſuring her favourite Margaret that they 
would go comfortably by themſelves during 
the courſe of the ſummer, as no one had a 
greater wiſh to oblige her children when 
they acted up to her precepts, than herſelf: 
and as no notice was taken of the matter 
during the evening, her Ladyſhip ſuppoſed 
Mr. Colville had, like herſelf, thought bet- 
ter. of it; but the following morning, 
after his accuſtomed viſit to his lawyer's, 
f that gentleman came home in high glee, and 
before he took a chair, exclaimed, My 
good Lady, I have arranged our journey to 
Windſor I hope to your ſatisfaction ; but 
we muſt go to-morrow, if poſſible, and it 
ſhan't coſt you twopence, except you 
chuſe it.“ 1 


— 


A moment was now ſufficient to deter- 

mine Lady Mackenzie to, oblige: her gude 
friend. Indeed, the next day would be par- 
ticularly convenient, ſhe recollected, as Sir 
. was ng and required a 
: further 


fi 
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further explanation concerning their mode 
of travelling. 


« Why, you muſt know, my Lady, my at- 
torney keeps a carriage, which I, in com- 
mon with the reſt of his clients, aſſiſt him to 
ſupport : our fix-and-eight-pences greaſe the 
wheels, and I think I am almoſt entitled to a 
ride in it now and then. Tricket is going into 
the country himſelf for a day or two, more 


or leſs ; and having given me this piece of 


information, that I may not call in Hanover 
Street during his abſence, he left me alone 


with his wife, to attend another client.—I 


muſt ſay Madam is a very flaunty, extrava- 


gant body ; ; but that don t concern us, you 


know.” | ne! 
ce Certainly not, my gude 45 and there 
is nae harm in turning ſitch Extravagank 
people's follies to ſome account.” 
* So ſay I, my Lady; you reaſon like So- 
lomon. However, to make ſhort of my 


ſtory, you can't think how nicely I came 
over the filly body to make us an offer of 


her 
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her carriage; for when ſhe found you were 
to be of the party, egad ! ſhe was ready to do 
any thing to be ſeen in public with a real 
Lady, as ſne obſerved; ſo I was forced to aſk 
her to accompany us. Now let me tell 
you how ] propoſe to travel. Tricketẽs is 
a d d flaſhy coach, therefore 'twill be 
no diſgrace to ride in it, and depend upon it, 
Madam will ſtick herſelf out in her beſt bib 
and tucker; ſo ſhall I run back, and tell her 
you have agreed to condeſcend to make uſe 
of her carriage: 2” | 
Her Ladyſhip graciouſly Kequidſekd, 
Sir Archibald expreſſed his approbation, 
Peggy ſimpered, and Archy grinned ap- 
plauſe. Away poſted the indefatigable Mr. 
Colville to inform Mrs. Tricket all was ar- 
ranged, who requeſted he would not men- 
tion a word of the matter to her huſband, as 
he never choſe that ſhe ſhould leave. home 
when he was abſent; and to prevent her 
from following the bent of her inclinations, 
their coach was to undergo a trifling repair 
during that period: but that was of no ſigni- 
fication, 


f 


/ 
5 
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4 


fication, ſhe allutedd her: or rather his ent; 
She could eaſily bribe the coachman to pro- 


cure her another for the day, which would be 
attended with a very trifling expence, as 


their own horſes would equally draw it; and 


they proceeded to ſettle when and where the 


party were to meet. As Mr. Tricket reſided 


in Hanover Street, Hanover Square, and 


the horſes would have a long day, it was 
thought adviſeable that the Mackenzies and 
Mr. "Colville ſhould walk 1nto Piccadilly, 
where Mrs. Tricket was to take them up at 
ſeven o'clock preciſely, that they might 
have time to look about them when they 


reached Windſor. 


In addition to the mother, Mr. Colville 
found he mult alſo be burthened with the 
company of the eldeſt daughter—a ſickly girl 
between twelve and thirteen, whom Mamma 
dared not leave at home, but whoſe ſecrecy 
ſhe would be anſwerable for, if ſhe was ad- 
mitted into the party. Determined not to 


be generous by * Mr. Colville ſwore 


the 
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the more the merrier, and e back 
into Leiceſter Square, to inform his good 
friends how every thing was finally ſettled. 
Upon'underſtanding Miſs Tricket was to go, 
Lady Mackenzie faid Archy ſhould ſtay at 
home : : indeed ſhe would have previouſly 
objected to his being of the party, by way 


of puniſhing him for his late miſdemeanor, 


if ſhe had not conceived it neceſſary to con- 
ceal his failings from her gueſt ; but that 


gentleman, vowed his godſon ſhould not be 
ſerved fo, and generouſly gave him half-a- 


crown to hire himſelf a horſe, which Archi- 
bald accepted with many thanks, though he 


knew it was not half enough for the purpoſe, 
and ſet out immediately to provide one. 


Next morning the Mackenzie party, 


Archy excepred, who was gone in queſt of 
- his animal, were under the walls of Devon- 


ſhire Houſe, where they were to aſcend their 
vehicle, by a quarter before ſeven. They 


walked about, anticipating the ſights in 


expectation, till Archy came up mounted 
. ö upon 


n 


i HAKCouat.'. 10 
vpon a tall lean black horſe, whoſe ribs Mr. 
Colville (who was a pretty good judge of 
horſe fleſh, from his conſtant reſidence in 
the country) proteſted he could have counted 
had he ſtood at Hyde-Park turnpike, when 


he rode up to Devonſhire Houſe, The 


animal's face was delicately white, ſo were 
his legs, and his fides covered with fimilar 
ſpots from ſhoulder to flank—a proof of his 


excellence, Mr, Colville obſerved. 


Archy was dreſſed in the beſt ſuit he was 


' maſter of, as the Ranelagh dreſs was even 
paſt ſcowering. His black ſatin breeches 


did not look much in character, but he 
wiſhed to appear gentee:; and not being 
worth a pair of riding boots, he was forced 
to content himſelf with 2 pair of walking 
ones, to which he had affixed a pair of maſ- 
five ſpurs, which he had borrowed of a poſt- 
boy belonging to the ſtable-yard from 
whence he had procured his horſe; and the 
lad had alſo lent him his driving whip, fo 
. that 
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that altogether his figure was truly groteſque, 


and highly diverting to Mr, Colville. '. 


As their patience was nearly exhauſted, it 
being now more than half paſt ſeven, Lady 
Mackenzie defired him to ride into Hanover 
Street, to ſee what detained the lawyer's Lady, 
when, to their infinite ſatisfaction, the car- 
riage appeared at a diſtance while ſhe was 


giving Archy his inſtructions; and the mo- 


ment the coach ſtopped, Mrs. Tricket began 
to make ten thouſand apologies for having 
been behind her time, as_ well as for the 


| ſhabby appearance of her carriage, which 
was the beſt that could be procured upon fo 
' ſhort a notice; then launched out into an ex- 
aggerated deſcription of the ſuperlative ele- 
gance of their own. ; 7: 


Mr. Colville prudently adviſed her to 
defer any further detail till they were upon 
the road. The three ladies took their ſeats 


forwards, and Miſs Tricket backwards, be- 
' tween the two gentlemen, Sir Archibald's | 


footboy, 
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footboy, who attended, cloſed the door, 
mounted the box, and they drove on. 


- 


The coachman, a little ſurly looking fel- 


low, grumbled out, when he ſaw the party 


following each other into the vehicle, — 


« Well, damme, how many more! ”” but 


made no other remarks, and they proceeded 


on their journey, all in excellent temper, | 


praiſing the weather, and prognoſticating that 
they ſhould have a moſt agreeable day.— 
It had juſt gone eight as they drove through 
the turnpike at Hyde-Park- Corner. This 
Mr, Colville remarked. while he was pay- 
ing; and the moment they were once more 


in motion, began to calculate what time 
they ſhould be at Windſor. Not under 


four hours, he was afraid, as they muſt ſtop a 
little while to bait, and the roads were very 


heavy in ſome places, and they merely went 


a ſort of hackney- coach jog-trot : and Archy 
ſometimes rode before, at other times be- 
hind them; but when he underftood the 
coachman meant to ſtop at Cranford-bridge, 

rode 
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rode forward to inform the innkeeper what a 
noble party were coming; from whom, 
| however, he did not derive much emolument, 
as Lady Mackenzie ſaid it was not a time of 
morning either to eat or drink, and the reſt 
ol the party choſe to be of her opinion. They 
merely paraded about a large garden adjoin- 
ing the inn, to paſs away the hour their 


coachman choſe to. ſtay; and they found 


they ſhould be later than they had expected. 
Mr. Colville grew uneaſy, for fear that the 
gentleman he was going to viſit ſhould have 
dined before they arrived: however, as 
ſoon as they had once more reſumed their 
ſeats in the carriage, the coachman was or- 
dered to make the beſt of his way, and as 
there were two roads, to take the neareſt of 
courſe ; but the fellow choſe to miſconſtrue 
their meaning, and went the fartheſt about, 


ſtopping at Slough, where he inſiſted” upon 


giving his horſes a mouthful of hay, and a 
drop of water, or they would never be able 
to drag ſuch a heavy load up the hill. It was 
therefore half paſt one before they arrived 

5 5 at 
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at the Caſtle-Inn, and were no ſooner con- 


ducted into a large dining- room, than Mr. 
Colville ſet out in ſearch of his friend be- 
fore he gave any orders concerning dinner; 


but ſoon returned with a lengthened viſage, 


to inform them the gentleman was from 
home, and not expected back till the follow- 
ing evening; he muſt therefore leave what 
he meant to have ſaid to him in writing 
« Deuced provoking,” he went on, “ confider- 
ing all things (alluding to the expence). How- 
ever, what can't be cured muſt be endured; 


though I might as well have remained in 


London for the good I ſhall do! But, 


now we are here, we muſt have fomething 


to eat and drink,“ calling for the bill of fare. 


A very long one was immediately produced. 


« Well,” ſaid the old gentleman, holding 


it at arms' length, © here ſeems ſomething of 


all ſorts; you have only to aſk and have— 
here, ladies, | m__ as well pleaſe your 
fancy as not,” 


* 


Lady 
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Lady Mackenzie, onderthinditie- he was 
to trear, declined interfering in the order, 


and Mrs. Tricket followed her example ;j— 


no one elſe was applied to. 


« Why then,” continued Mr. Colville, 


„I ſaw a very fine leg of mutton as I came 


in every body likes that; ſo we will have 
it boiled, Mr. Waiter—and caper ſauce, do 
ye mind, for I would not give a farthing for 


it without; let us have the very one I faw 


hanging in the larder, and a couple of roaſt 
fowls—what ſay you, ladies? have J pleaſed 
your palates ?” 


All aſſured him they were perfectly fatif- 
fied ; and the waiter retired with orders to 
have dinner upon table by three o'clock. — 


In a few minutes the man returned, to in- 


form them the mutton would not be ready 
before half paſt three at ſooneſt, the cook 
. faid, as it was then paſt two. 


Mrs. 
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the right ; allowing the leg of mutton to 
weigh only ſix pounds, and the water to be 


hour and a half. 

Well, I dare ſay you and the cook, my 
good Madam,” replied Mr. Colville, © un- 
derſtand theſe things better than I; ſo let 
the dinner be upon table at the cook's own 
time, Mr. Waiter, that I may judge whe- 
ther he underſtands his buſineſs.” 


This important affair being thus ſet- 


tled, he propoſed their taking a walk to ſee 


the Caſtle, and what elſe worthy of notice 
the town afforded :—fearful, his companions 
might wiſh for a ſnap to ſtay their ſtomachs, he 
therefore endeavoured todivert their attention 
to more pleaſing objects, foreſeeing he ſhould 
neceſſarily be obliged to ſpend a great deal 
without accompliſhing the object he had in 
view, Moſt of the company were ſeated; 
= | but 


Fl 


Mrs. Tricket declared the cook was in 


then boiling, it would take better than an 
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but Mrs. Tricket, who, more fond of look- 
ing about her than the reſt, had ſtepped out 
upon a balcony open to the ſtreet, where ſhe 
had not ſtood many minutes before ſhe call- 
ed out, © Do come here, Miſs Mackenzie ; 
here are two gentlemen mounted ſomething 
like.” 

Unfortunately Margaret loſt the ſight, 2s 
the handſame cavaliers had turned under the 
gateway before ſhe reached the balcony; and 
in a few ſeconds more, to the infinite ſur— 
priſe, and various other ſenſations the Mac- 
kenzie family found it impoſſible to define, 
Douglas and Sir Charles Creighton (who, 
to avoid a riotous tavern dinner in town, had 
made this excurſion) paſſed their door, which 
ſtood open, preceded by the maſter, and fol- 
lowed by ſeveral waiters into an adjoining 
apartment, which was indeed merely ſepa- 
rated by a moveable partition from the room 
they were in poſſeſſion of, 
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© Bleſs me,” exclaimed Lady Mackensde 


ut ce is nae that the Honourable Mr. Douglas, 3 
1 Sir Archibald? Wha would have expected 3 
. ſeeing him at Windfor : pe: ”, A . 3 
8 Sir Archibald faw. nothimy aſtoniſhiligiln- : 


the affair, and Mrs. Tricket declared ſhe had 4 

never ſeen two ſmarter young gentlemen, 

a: cnquiring which was the Honourable Mr, 
16 Dovglas?.” 


- e The other gentleman is a Baronet, 

5 Ma' am, replied her Ladyſhip, without di- 

7 reftly anſwering her queſtion; * Mr, 

Douglas is nephew to the Duke of Durham, 

and will be a Duke himſelf at that N oble-/ 

man's demiſe.” * | q 
Has he got plenty of the ready?“ en- 

quired Mr. Colville : © *tis that makes the 


9, 


man. 
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Sir Archibald anſwered this queſtion ſo 2 
much to his ſatisfaction, that he told the 
Knight, ſince. he was acquainted with them, 
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he had better g and aſk them to Join the 


b 1 
Sir Archibhld, not aware. every Wind he 


uttered was overheard by Douglas and the 


| Baronet, replied, &“ Though he could boaſt 


g of being rather intimate with the gen- 
tlemen in queſtion, 1 it was a 3 he could 


not take in a mixed company. 


Mrs. Tricket toſſed her head, and Mr. 


Colville thanked God he had no friends, or 


even acquaintance, he dared not take by the 
hand in any company. . 4 


At this moment they ſo plainly heard 


Douglas order the bill of fare, that they were 


convinced, by no means to the ſatisfaction of 
the Mackenzies, that he muſt have overheard 
every thing that had paſſed concerning him- 
ſelf.— Lady Mackenzie changed colour, 
while ſhe whiſpered in the Knight's ear, 


« Ye mun always be prating apnkenis,. my 


dear.“ 
« Huſh! 
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«© Huſh!” cried Mr. Colville, putting his 
finger upon his mouth to enjoin ſilence, that 
they might hear their neighbours orders 


e concerning dinner. Stewed tench, fricaſſeed 3 
e chickens, green gooſe, &c. &c. were beſpoke F 
b for five o'clock : a cold fowl, ham, lobſter, 2 
- &c. with a bottle of Madeira for an imme- 5 
diate ſnap. 


« What a curſed extravagant young fel- 
low !” cried Mr. Colville; © why he has 
ordered enough for us all, and is going to 
ſtuff his guts now, as if he had not thought 
of dinner ; he had need be made of money 
at this rate.” 
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Lady Mackenzie looked as ſhe felt, very 

much frightened, and entreated, in a low 

voice, that Mr. Colville would recollect their 
neighbours had ears as well as themſelves, 
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«© What of that, my Lady !” cried the un- 
daunted Welchman ; „I ſpoke no treaſon !” 
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Nor was there any extravagance in or- 


dering a luncheon, - methinks,” quoth Mrs. Th 
Tricket ; © I ſhould reliſh one myſelf, and que! 
late dinners make one needful. T the 
| «© Now don't think, Ma'am, I ſpeak from | a P 
a view to ſave my money, but depend upon lady 
it a ſnap will totally ſpoil your dinner; a h 
walk will do us all a deal more good : what 5 1 
ſay you, my Lady? You know | am always Mr 
free enongh when I treat my friends.” ; lon 
60 Aye, in gude troth, my gude friend; and 
and for my own part, I never take any thing dot 
between meals; and I l few people ſuc 
enjoy a better ſtate of health.” me 
Colville's countenance brightened; and 
turning to Mrs. Tricket, he ſaid, * You find, 
Ma' am, I only ſpoke for your good: how- ou 
ever, if you chuſe to have any thing, why the 
only ſay ſo, that it may be ordered imme- fre 
diately; but [ proteſt I vote for your trying " 
a walk in preference ;” and exceſſively pro- 1 
voked, though ſhe tried to conceal it, Mrs. n 
Tricket ſaid, „She would for once follow W 


his preſcr1 F 


The 
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5. The whole party therefore fallied forth in 5 
d queſt of ſights, Upon the ſtairs they met : 
the fowl, ham, &c. which were enough to ſet Y 
| a perſon's mouth watering, the lawyer's | ; 
? lady obſerved. 2 
1 ; ; 
r Mr. Colville prognoſticated that neither 
; Mr. Douglas nor the Baronet would live 
long; they were too fond of good eating 
| and drinking: and what was even a Duke- 
dom without a good ſtate of health ? But 1 
ſuch young 5 8 only thought of throwing | 
money away.” ER A 
As it was his intention to keep the party | 3 
out till dinner was ready, he ſcarcely allowed 


them to move ten ſteps without finding ſome 
freſh object to admire; and when they 
reached the Caſtle, propoſed walking round, 
that they might ſee every thing worth notice 
without ſide, before they examined things 
within doors. 
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During their walk, Lady Mackenzie drew 
Margaret aſide to expatiate upon the un- 
expected appearance of Mr. Douglas at 
Windſor, and to lament that they were ſo 


diſagreeably ſituated reſpecting their apart- 
| ment,—* Would to God,” ſhe went on, 
that prating lawyer's wife was but tongue- 


tied for a few hours, as weel as Mr. Colville ! 


for there is nae ſitch thing as mak ing them 
ſpeak low; and every word we ſay will be 


overheard, ye ken: therefore be ſure, Peg, 
ye ſay aw ye can deviſe, obliquely to flatter 


Maiſter Douglas's vanity ; and ye, Archy,” 


beckoning him towards her, © ſhould oppor- 
tunity offer, bow with aw due reverence, and 


gently hint, when Maiſter Colville is run- 


ning on in his rude way, that he is nae ac- 
quainted with the gentlemen in queſtion, and 
that ye have an infinite reſpe& for Maiſter 
Douglas, wha has been your brother's beſt 
friend, and ſitch like civil things in a pleaſing 
tone; mark my ö or take the conſe- 


e 1 


Archibald, 
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Archibald, who had never forgiven the 
ſingeing bout, and who could not diveſt him 
ſelf of the idea that Harcourt and Douglas 


were the ſame perſon, had transferred all the 
hatred he bore the former to the latter, which 


was conſiderably increaſed by the perſonal 


dread he now had of Douglas, whom, in 
conſequence of his late diſgrace, he conſi- 


dered as his moſt, inveterate foe : ſtill he 


dared not venture to remonſtrate with his 


mother; indeed their near approach to the 
Caſtle gate prevented him from making any 


anſwer, Sir Archibald rung the bell, and, 
at the expiration of ſome minutes, they were 


admitted by a girl, deputed to ſhew the 
apartments inſtead of her miſtreſs, and whom 
they followed up ſtairs, but had ſcarcely 


begun to look round them before the bell 


rung again, and their conductreſs ran down, 
but returned in a few minutes, followed by 
Douglas and his * 


« Was ever ony thing ſae unfortunate or 
ſae ein * whiſpered Lady Mackenzie 
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to, Margaret; while Mrs. Tricket called 
out, Well, if here an't thoſe two ſmart 
gentlemen, Miſs Mackenzie! How nicely 
they are dreſſed for riding quite in cha- 
racter, I will aſſure you, giving Archy a 
ſcornful glance, which he did not notice, as 
he was ſtanding with his back to the com- 
pany in admiration of one of the pictures in 
the room, which had engroſſed his attention 
from the moment he caught a glimpſe of the 
deteſted Douglas, who bad, as well as Sir 
Charles, the utmoſt difficulty to preſerve his 
gravity, already highly amuſed by the re- 
marks they had overheard, Lady Mac- 
kenzie's ever ſupple knees bent unuſually 
low, while ſhe hoped ſhe had the honour 
of ſeeing Mr. Douglas and Sir Charles 
Creighton well. 


Each bowed; but not wiſhing to become 
more intimate, ſimply thanked her Lady- 
ſhip without returning her compliment; 
which put ſuch a damp upon the hopes ſhe 
began to entertain of turning her former 

introduction 
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introduction to advantage, that her gracious. 5 
ſmiles vaniſhed, and her colour faded almoſt 9 
as inſtantaneouſly as it had done at Lord 1 
Everly's. Douglas's reſerved manner, voice, 

and features, reminded her ſtrongly of the 
vagabond ſhe perpetually declared ſhe fo 
cordially deſpiſed. | 


Conſcious of her own weakneſs, and per- 
ceiving the gentlemen were by no means { 
inclined to enter into converſation, ſhe 5 
touched Sir Archibald's elbow, who, like his 
ſon, was looking every where but at the 
new comers, ſaying, - Sir Archibald, dinna 
ye ſee Maiſter Douglas and Sir Charles 
Creighton gt 


The Knight had much rather not have 
ſeen them, but found it impoſſible to ap- 
pear blind any longer; therefore faced about, 
bowed, as his Lady would have ſaid with aw 
due humility, as he never raiſed his eyes, and 
hoped, like her, that theſe unwelcome in- 

| F * | truders ; 
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© truders were well, His compliment met 
with a ſimilar return. 


Douglas, naturally proud, was almoſt 
haughty in the preſent inſtance, and never 
felt leſs inclined to encourage familiarity.— 
The Knight ſhrunk doch his ſupercilious 
glances; they were thoſe of an old acquaint- 
ance the beggar Harcourt, when he deli- 
vered up his ſmall pittance at Paris, and 
more recently came to ſolicit his protection 
in England. He followed him with his eyes, 


while Douglas croſſed the room to one of 


the windows; thought he recognized the 
athletic, but elegant figure, nay even the 
walk of his former friend ſo much did 
Douglas reſemble his father in that reſpect; 
but his countenance bore more reſemblance 
to his mother. 


Archibald made ſhift, with a very bad 
grace, to bow as the friends paſſed him.— 
Margaret had curtfied with her mother, but 
all, more or leſs, felt a return of their former 

5 1 comp la int 


let 


UL 
er 


HARCOURT. | 107 


complaint ; while the blunt Colville re- 
marked for intimate friends the young ſparks 


were ſtrangely reſerved, and the fineſt fellow | 


of the two ſeemed damned proud ! 


This ſpeech, which was meant for the 


benefit of the party, diverted the friends; 


who ſtill kept aloof, and agreed the ſpeaker 
was a fhrewd old fellow. It had a very dif- 
ferent. effect upon the Mackenzies, whoſe 
confuſion rendered them incapable of attend- 
ing to any thing their conductreſs pointed 


out for their admiration, Mr. Colville and 
Mrs. Tricket, ever. talked enough for 


the whole ſet; but their vulgar diſcourſe, 


: and abſurd queſtions, merely increaſed the 
mortification of their companions, particu- 
larly as they perceived how much it amuſed 


the. gentlemen, who, arm in arm, continued 
to ſaunter in their rear. | 


Colville, who conceived his money put 
him upon a footing with any man, and who 


nad enjoyed the Knight s confuſion and 
„ mortification, 
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mortification, which he preſumed ſolely aroſe ye 
from his having boaſted, as was literally the th 
caſe, of an intimacy with the two bucks, that Y 
had never ſubſiſted except in his own imagina- al 
tion, frequently addreſſed both Douglas © 
and the Baronet, aſking them full as many * 
queſtions as he put to their conductreſs, and 9 
felt highly gratified to find himſelf treated with fe 
the utmoſt politeneſs even by the proud ſpark, 

who ſeemed to look down upon his titled 

friend. The Knight, notwithſtanding the ex- h 
cellent example before him, kept at a reſpect- t 


_ © able diſtance from Douglas, who, rather tired K 
at laſt of the Welchman's increaſing volubility, \ 
and the pert remarks of Mrs, Tricket, I 
walked forward with the Baronet, to ayoid c 
giving them an opportunity to renew their | 
diſcourſe, | 


Archy was unconſciouſly ſurveying them 
frorn head to foot. Colville, who perceived 
how he was occupied, burſt out laughing. 
What, drawing compariſons, my lad !— 
Thoſe long boots and ſmart buck-ſkins beat 
5 „C 3 Your 
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your ſhort ones and black ſatins all to no- 


thing, and are rather cheaper too in the end. 


Your's won't ſtand many forty mile jaunts, 


and an't the faſhion neither, you perceive, 
extravagant as they are; and I much doubt 


whether they laſt you home, beſides being 
quite out of character. In Wales, ecod ! the 
folks would think you mad.“ 


Mrs. Tricket laughed as heartily as the 
ludicrous commentator, while Archy longed 
to affront the prating old fellow. Indeed 


neither the Knight nor his Lady were pleaſed 


with what they thought very unſeaſonable 
raillery, and very likely to lower them in the 
opinion of the man none of them could aſſume 
ſufficient courage to addreſs a ſecond time.— 


They were exceedingly happy when they 


were informed they had ſeen all the lions. 


Douglas and Sir Charles made a fort of 
general paſling bow, finding the Mackenzies 
did not chuſe to precede them down, ſtairs, 

and left them to deliberate upon what they 
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110 © HARCOURT. 
ought to give their conductreſs, who, having 
continued to curtſey as long as they were in 
ſight, now turned towards the other party, 
playing with ſome money, which made Col- 
ville exchim, © Well, lightly come, lightly 
go. —Ha ! Sir Archibald, do you mean to 
follow thoſe buckiſh young fellows? extrava- 
gant example 2 


Lady e who had fully expected 


to have been treated in every ſenſe of the 
word, finding ſhe was diſappointed in the 


firſt inſtance, ſaid, «© Mr. Douglas meant to 
pay for all, ſhe was convinced.“ 
We ſhould have aſked him that queſ- 


tion at the time,“ rejoined Mr. Colville.— 


„ am afraid that excuſe won't paſs current 


now, my Lady.” 

Sir Archibald, who thought his honour 
concerned, boldly declared, « You mult be 
joking, Lady Mackenzie“ 
To be ſure, Sir Archibald,” ale Mrs. 
Tricket, © the young gentlemen did not ſeem 
_ ſufficiently acquainted with any of us to 
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mean to treat; and I like to behave as a 
_ gentlewoman ought, wherever Jam,“ holding 


out eighteen-pence for herſelf and daughter. 


Lady Mackenzie ſeized the money, and 
demanding a ſhilling. of Mr. Colville, made 


it up five, which the gave the Knight to pre- 
ſent. Not a curtſey did this generous offer- 


ing procure them, © nay, the impudent flut 


even turned up her noſe,” her Ladyſhip 
obſerved, declaring ſhe was very ſorry they 
had given half ſo much. 

« Aye, aye, ſhe gs ode us to come down 


half a guinea a piece,“ ſaid Mr. Colville ;— 
c more fools we if we had. However it grows 
late; let us be moving towards our inn; — 


egad ! Sir Archibald, 1 think you were to 
blame, to be ſo ſhy of your young friends, — 


D mme, their dinner, added to our's, 


would not ſpoil our meal. I ſwear I had 
half a mind three or four times to make the 
propoſal. by 


Ia very happy ye had mair diſcretion, 


Mr. Colville; * are not ſae much accuſ- 
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tomed as ye to frequent people of ſitch 
diſtinction; nor do ye ken how much re- 
ſpect is due to their ſuperior rank. » 

May be ſo, my Lady; nor . © want 
any ceremonious acquaintance ; but here's 
our inn, and I hope our dinner is ready, for 
my ſtomach begins to cry cupboard.” 


Upon entering their ſaloon, they found 
the cloth laid, and every other preparation 
made, except the diſhes being upon the 
table, when, upon the waiter's being ſum- 
moned, they were informed they muſt wait 
another quarter of an hour. 


« Well, we ſhan't quarrel for a handful of 


minutes,” ſaid Mr. Colville ; * but 'tis 


already forty minutes paſt three by the Horſe- 
Guards, the trueſt clock in London. How- 
ever, bring me a pen, ink, and paper, that I 
may write to my friend the while; 'twill ſerve 
to paſs the time.” 3 
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It certainly did with reſpect to himſelf, as 


he took ſome ſecogds to weigh his words 
before he wrote them down, chuſing, as he 


often ſaid, to be perfectly clear in every thing 


reſpecting buſineſs, and was inſormed it had 
ſtruck four as he concluded. The bell was 


therefore applied to, and they were aſſured 


they ſhould be ſerved in a very few minutes, 
which were ſtretched to near half an hour.— 
At laſt dinner made its appearance. 
« Thank God !” ejaculated Mr, Colville, 
which was plenty of grace, Mrs. Tricket 
obſerved, hungry as ſhe was. 

They were ſoon ſeated ; and Mr. Colville, 
ſcizing the carving knife, cried, © I will help 
you all in a jiffy ; the mutton looks well;” 
when, to their inexpreſſible diſappointment, 
behold it was ſcarcely warm through! Mr. 
Colville liked ic with the gravy in it; but 
Mrs. Tricket obſerved what followed the 
knife was more than . gravy. Colville 


began to rave at the waiter, who alledged 
they had not allowed the cook ſufficient 


time, | 
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time, and -dviſed having a was not ſuf. 
ficiently dreſſed, broiled, which was accord- 
ingly done. 


le Tricket declared it was no more 
than ſhe expected, and ſhe believed few 
people underſtood how to order a dinner, 
or ſet out a table better than herſelf; when he 
Earl of dined at Counſellor M— 
now a Lord and a Judge, he was AS to 
ſay he had never made ſo good a dinner :— 
and I had the management of the Coun- 
ſellor's houſe at the time, my Lady, and my 
huſband that now is, was his right hand, as a 
body may ſay.” 
Why, he is a knowing one, for the mat- 
ter of that,” ſaid Mr. - Colville ; but Lady 
Mackenzie, who ever held her inferiors in 
point of birth, except they were very much 
her ſuperiors in point of fortune, in the moſt 
ineffable contempt, was ſhocked to death to 
find her avarice had led her to aſſociate with 


a cook and houſekeeper, if not the caſt-off 
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covery even made her forget her hunger, 
which, all things conſidered, was rather for- 
tunate, as the fowls were merely ſpring 
chickens, ſcarcely a ſize bigger than pigeons; 
and Archy would have diſpatched both in 
ten minutes: what ſmall part did fall to his 


ſhare he devoured, bones and all. — While the 


empty diſhes were carrying out, the party 
were regaled with the ſavoury ſmell of their 
next door neighbour's dinner as it paſſed 
their door. They had heard them come in 


a few minutes before. 


"8 Thoſe 9" have not been kept 
waiting as we were,” obſerved Mrs, Tricket; 
« I warrant me every thing they ordered is 
done to a turn; the very ſmell will tell you 


that.” 


ce Well, my good Madam, it can't be 
helped now,” replied Mr. Colville ; © but 


I will be even with this jockey of a landlord 
for ſerving me ſuch a ſcurvy trick. How- 
ever, as we have been unfortunate in one 


reſpect, we muſt try to make it up in ano- 
ther; 


dog 


Is OE ECT 2 
y 5 3 


FMN 


enn > et 
LIE IE ISR 
Ya 
* 
2 


Ir 
4 


Ei e 
. 2 
rr 


n 
9 75 3 9 
250d eee. + 
2 2 * KS +» 


116 -  HARCOURT, 


ther; ſo bring us pipes and tobacco, Mr. 
Weiter, a freſh tankard of mild ale, and a 
half- crown bowl of punch. Zounds ! let's 
enjoy ourſelves for once!“ 


In a few ſeconds after this order was given, 
the maſter of the houſe made his appearance ; 
and after making a very laconic apology for 
the dinner not being properly cooked, ſaid, 
« As he underſtood the gentlemen were 
going to ſmoke, he muſt requeſt they would 
allow the waiter to ſhew them into a parlour, 
as the ſmell of tobacco would prove very 
offenſive to the company in the next room, 
who had but juſt ſat down to dinner, | 


ee So I am to be deprived of my pipe, 
becauſe ſome folks chuſe to dine when rea- 
ſonable people are going to tea? I don't 
chuſe to go doin ſtairs; my money is as 
good as other folks, and I have ſmoked ina 
room with a carpet before now.“ 
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Lady Mackenzie, ſeriouſly alarmed at the 
bare idea of incommoding Mr. Douglas, 


requeſted Mr..Colville would give up ſmok- 
ing for once, except he choſe to leave the 
room, as it was certainly very diſagreeable 


to many people ; and, for her own part, ſhe 


had never liked it, though complaiſance in- 


duced her to tolerate many things in her 


Giends, 


« Well, as your Ladyſhip may be more 
afraid of offending our neighbours than I am, 
not that I wiſh to ſpoil their appetites, God 
forbid ! fo I don't mind giving up the point 
for once; but I will ſtick in Mr. Landlord's 
ribs, I can tell him that : fo, if it an't too 
great a favour, Sir, why pleaſe to ſend up the 
liquor [ ordered,” 

The landlord, without making any reply, 
left the room; and while the punch was pre- 


paring, Mr. Colville vented: his rage upon 


all ſuch impudent fellows, proteſting, if he 
came to Windſor fifty times, he would never 
enter either of the Caſtles again. 

The 
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The Knight ſaid ſmoking was totally ex- 
ploded among genteel company. At that 
moment they heard one waiter calling to 
another to bring up a bottle of the beſt 
Claret. 

ere, Gaia Mrs. Tricket, « that is 
| ſomething like.“. 

Very true, Ma'am,” . Mr. Col- 
ville; © and it is ſuch extravagant young 
fellows as thoſe who ſpoil all the innkeepers.” 


Lady Mackenzie ſtarted up, and made all 
the noiſe ſhe could with her chair to drown 
his voice, and ſucceeded fo far as to render 
his ſpeech unintelligible to their neighbours, 
When the punch was brought 1n, ſhe re- 
ſumed her ſeat, and they were all requeſted 
to taſte it, and give their opinion : her Lady- 
ſhip'was no judge—it was a liquor ſhe ſel- 
dom drank. No more did Mrs. Tricket; 
but this did not ſtrike her as any thing ex- 
traordinary. 
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Colville, whoſe remper had been very 


much ruffled by his repeated diſappointments, | 


told the latter, © that he had often known her 
drink punch at home; but ſome. folks were 
ſure to be fanciful, and wanted to have the 
management of every thing,” taſting the 
liquor himſelf; then acknowledged they had 
not been ſparing of the {pirit, bur DW, 
ſo of fruit. 

Margarct wiſhed to have taken another 
walk, but her propoſition was overruled, 
and the bill was ordered, as the whole party 
were now as anxious to leave as they had 
been to reach Windſor. The ſcroll was pre- 
ſented to Mr. Colville, who, looking, at the 
ſum total, 11. 118. 5d. rapped out a terrible 
oath, ſay ing, How the devil can they make 
this out ?” beginning to read Leg of mut- 
ton 7s. 6d. Vegetables, &c. &c. 18. 4d.— 
Fowls, 7s. — Ham, egg ſauce, &c. &c. 28. 4d. 
Bread 2nd beer, 3s. 8d.— Punch, 2s. 6d. 
—Horſes, greaſing carriage, coachman 
and fo0cman's dinners, 6s. 6d, — Chceſe, 7d. 
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A ſhame,'a moſt abominable ſhame Such 
an infamous charge he had never heard of 
and does your maſter ſuppoſe, looking at 
the waiter, © I ſhall put up with ſuch an im- 
poſition ? If he does, why he will find him- 
ſelf miſtaken, that's all! that's all!“ 
The man faid they had not charged him 
more than they did other people. 

« | fay you lie, fellow; no man in hi 
- ſenſes would pay ſuch a bill; you dare 2 
well be hanged as to make ſuch a raſcally 
charge to. thoſe gentlemen in the next room.” 

« Thoſe gentlemen's bill will be treble 
what your's is, Sir, I am certain, and they 
are only two ; you pay for twelve.” 

« You ſcoundrel, how do you make that 
out?“ 
Nine people and three horſes.” 

« Get out of my fight, you infolent black- 
guard! I will teach you to mention Chrilt- 
ians and beaſts tozether—I will!“ 


5 | 45 ans { 40 J did 


whic 
It im 
and I 
latter 


any 
word 


im 


HARCOURT. 55 121 


ce I did not mean to offend, Sir,” ſaid the 
man, in an impudent tone, not the leaſt awed 
by Colville's threats; but I will fend my 
maſter to you, if you pleaſe.” 

ce Send him this moment, you ill- looking 


hound.“ 


The man withdrew: a ſmothered laugh, 
which the gentlemen in the other room found 
it impoſſible to ſuppreſs, ſnocked the Knight 
and Lady Mackenzie beyond expreſſion; the 
latter entreated Mr. Colville would not ſay 
any more; Mr. Douglas muſt hear every 
word, for he ſpoke fo loud. 


« What care I for Mr. Douglas! If he 


prevented me ſmoking my pipe, he ſhan't | 


make me. pay this bill; he won't give me 
money, rich as he is, when I want it. I care 


for no man. I have always pre my way 


through life . and I won't be im- 
poſed upon.“ 
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e had rather pay it myſelf,” ad Sir 


Archibald, © than have any words about it; 


let me go down, and ſettle it below.“ 
© don't want any whiſpering, Sir Archi- 
bald: I brought you here to treat you, and I 


always keep my word ; but if the Duke of 


Durham himſelf was in the next room, he 
ſhould not make me put vp with an impoſi- 
tion: it is a downright ſhame, as I ſaid be 
fore, and I vill rake the bill to town with 
me, and ſpend a hundred pounds | in law be- 
fore I will be thus bamboozled out of 
my money. What have we had, that 
would have warranted the third of ſuch a 
charge? I have bought as good a leg of 
mutton in Wales for a ſhilling; and as for 
their fowls, ſixpence a piece is a common 
price in Pembrokeſhire, There was not a 
quarter of a pound of ham; and even that [ 
never ordered; and it did not coſt them 
more than twopence, Their greens, capers, 
and egg ſauce, might all coſt ſixpence.— 


. Bread and beer at two ſhillings would have 
made 


made 
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made a plenty. Cheeſe 7d,—there is a 


1 
* 


ſcandalous charge 


Juſt then in came the landlord, begoing 


to know what was the matter. 


> Oh, only look. over that bill, and tell 
me whether you think it 1s a juſt one.” 


«© The common charge,” he alledged, 


© and he could not make any alterations.“ 

« Then if I pay your common charge 
may I be d | 
(flinging down a guinea) if I give you a 
arthing more, why the law ſhall force me to 
it, that's all—ſo take it, and be thankful I 
let you off ſo well.?“ 


The landlord laughed, turned upon his 
heel, and left the room, with the money 
upon the table. Colville raved, and ſtamped 
about till all the windows in the houle 
ſhook ; and the more the Knight and Lady 
Mackenzie tried to pacify him, the worſe he 
was, He did not care if all the world heard 

Gee him, 


cl“ cried Colville: there, 
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him, and he would go and aſk their neigh- 
bours if he was not in the right, for a farthing, 
So at laſt the Knight, by his wife's orders, 
took up the bill and the money, and went 
down ſtairs to ſettle it, which he did by pay- 
ing the overplus, and the horses were or- 
. dered to be put to, as it was paſt ſix o'clock. 


They had been fine diverſion for the Ba- 
ronet and Mr. Douglas, Lady Mackenzie 
obſerved; and Mrs. Tricket took an op- 
- portunity of whiſpering, © She had no notion 
of making ſuch a pother about a 7- ſhil- 
lings, and never being aſked to drink a glaſs 
of wine, which ſhe always did in her own 
houſe.” 


At laſt they were informed the carriage 
was ready, and off they went, accompanied 
by the bleſſings of the waiters, oſtlers, &c. 
who did not get a farthing from any body.— 
The coachman was ordered to take the other 
read. They might go which road they 
choſe,“ he replied ; © but they would never 
get home that night,” 


His 


H | 


| pude 
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His miſtreſs deſired Mm not to be im- 
pudent if he meant to continue in her 
ſervice. 


| te ] can never be upon a worſe job, and I 
ay- don't care how ſoon I get rid of it,” cried the 
or. fellow. \ 


Thus they departed, amidſt the ſneers and 1 
3a- laughs of all the byſtanders, among whom 4 
zie were Sir Charles's and Douglas's grooms. 
p- The Knight and Lady Mackenzie with dif- 


on IM ficulty concealed their vexation. Unwilling 
il to offend Mr, Colville, they kept up a ſort 3 
a of deſultory converſation, and affected to be | 1 
yn of his way of thinking reſpecting the land. 

lord of the Caſtle. Archy rode by the fide 7 : 


of the coach in general, and was ordered to 

pe fl tell the coachman not to ſtop till he got to 
ed Hounſlow, where he might give the horſes a 
c. bit of hay and a drop of water, but not to 
give them their corn till they reached Turn- 
er ham-Green, as there would not be much 1 
7 danger between that place and London, 1 
er | G 3 ſhould - 85 
| bi! 
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ſhould they be late. Juſt before they 
reached Cranford-Bridge, Colville offered 
to lay Archy a wager his horſe would no! 
| _ the houſe. 


J will ſoon ſhew you your error, Sir,” 
cried Archy, clapping ſpurs to his beaſt, 
and ſetting off full gallop. 

„Ahl that won't do your buſineſs, young 
man,” cried Colville, looking after hin 
through one of the front windows, Sir 
Archibald looked out at the other, and her 
Ladyſhip and Margaret put their heads out 
at the {ide ones. The beaſt kept his gallop 
till they. thought he had paſſed ; but, on a 
ſudden, ſtopped ſhort, whiſked into the leſt 
hand ſtable-yard, and left Archy ſprawling 
on the road, They were all frightened, 
apprehending the awkward creature might 
have broke his neck, or at leaſt ſome of his 
bones. A crowd ſoon aſſembled round, and 
| before the coach arrived, he was upon his 
legs. It was now thought adviſcabic to give 

the horſes hay there. 
Archy 
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hey | Archy, looked like death, but would not 

red own he was hurt; he was, however, bruiſed, 

not and had his left ſhoulder and ſide rubbed. 
with warm vinegar. They ſtopped about a 
quarter of an hour, and the ladies wiſhed to 
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r, WM have had tea; but the gentlemen, or rather 

aſt, Colville, oppoſed the motion—it would make 
them too late, ſo a ſhilling's worth of brandy b 
ng and water was ordered in its ſtead. When 
im they ſet off again, Archy vowed vengeance 1 
Sir upon his unfortunate beaſt, and made uſe of 4 
ir WM his poſtillion's whip with more good-will I 
ut than ſucceſs, | 4 
JN A 
a In a ſhort time it began to grow dark. — [- 
ff There had been a little ſhower juſt as the 3 


% coachman grumbled and growled, ſwearing PE 
it the horſes were quite knocked up; and be- 4 
i fore they reached Brentford, the poor ani- 4 
d mals with difficulty maintained a trot, nor 3 
s could his utmoſt exertions, both of voice R 
e and whip, get them out of a walk over H 
the pavement. Unfortunately, they had 4 

G4 ſcarcely $ 
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ſcarcely quitted it in the narroweſt and dir- 
tieſt part of the town, ere they met a broad- 
wheeled waggon, which, owing to the road 
having been lately gravelled, was on the 
wrong ſide. The moment he ſaw the car- 
riage advancing, the driver reſumed his 
proper ſtation ; but as this was a work of 
time, the coachman ſtopped till the unwieldy 
machine had broke the way, but, that done, 
found it no eaſy matter to get his tired cattle 
into motion again ; and if the waggoner had 
not, in his turn, pulled up, he muſt wave 
overturned them, 


The ladies, perceiving their danger, began 
to ſcream, and deſired ſome of the byſtanders 
to open the door, which was inſtantly done, 
and the coachman was very willing to allow 
them to alight. The waggoner, neither the 
moſt patient nor the moſt feeling of mortals, 
came round, and laid about the poor beaſts 
with his long whip, ſwearing he would make 
them move if they had any life left in them. 
Archy was cloſe behind the coach; bur his 

_ miſerable 
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miſerable beaſt, whom he now with difficulty 


kept in motion, was ſtartled by the repeated 


ſmacks of the waggoner's whip ſo near his 


noſe, and fearful it would be his turn next, 
began to run backwards, which by no means 
pleaſed his rider, who was nearly as much 


fatigued as his horſe. During this fracas, while 


the coach party were ſtanding upon the foot 
pavement, and Archy belabouring his (to 
him) ungovernable beaſt, who ſhould ride 
gently towards them but Sir Charles and 
Douglas ! They ſtopped the moment they 
ſaw what was going forward, to enjoy the 


ſcene, when, owing to the duſk of the even- 


ing, and their great coats, they were not im- 
mediately recognized by the mortified ſer. 


Lady Mackenzie firſt made the diſcovery, 


| and whiſpered the Knight This journey 
was undertaken 1n an evil hour, my dear.” 


At that very moment, Archy's horſe, con- 
tinuing his retrograde motions in ſpite of his 
rider, ſent in the window of a cobbler's ſtall, 

G $ which 
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which impeded his crab- like progreſs. This 


and 
feat occaſioned a general ſcreaming cry o migh 
« Stop him, ſtop him,“ from the ſon of Cri- more 
pin and his neighbours ; while the frightened Ml the n 
animal, alarmed at the craſh he had occa- ſh prov: 
ſioned, ſprung forward ſo inſtantaneouſly, MW and 
that he ran againſt Douglas, who, fearful his MW that! 

_ awkward and terrified rider might break his 
neck, caught his bridle, though not in time 8 
to ſave Archy, who once more meaſured his ſon's 
length in a ſort of kennel, or drain, by the ¶ Dou 
road ſide; and dreading to be trampled to MW had er 
death, as Douglas's horſe was now, as well as and 
his own, become rather unruly, he rolled over pole] 
and over to get out of his way, at the riſk of cane 
being ſmothered, before he attempted to riſe, Arct 
As he evidently had received no dangerous to e1 
hurt, neither Douglas nor Sir Charles could ſcape 
refrain from joining in the general ſhout of will 

mirth his fall occaſioned. Between terro: 
and rage, Archy was nearly bereft of his A 
tenſes; and had no ſooner recovered his mere 
legs, than he ran to his horſe, whom Puri 
Douglas's groom had taken from his maſter, ing t 


and 
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and began to whip him with all his 


might, 2 ſo much at random, that he 
more than once ſtruck the ſervant; and even 


the maſter did not entirely eſcape. Highly 


provoked by what he deemed both impudent 
and ungrate ful, the groom {wore if he came 
that rig again, he would ride over him. 


Sir Archibald, really alarmed for his 
ſon's ſafety, came up to him at the moment 
Douglas's horſe, refenting the indignity he 
had met with, began to rear and prance ;— 
and fancying his unfortunate ſon had pur- 


poſely ſtruck him, raiſed a tolerably ſized , 


cane he held in his hand, which he laid about 
Archy's ſhoulders, crying“ I will learn you 
to endanger gentlemen's lives, I will, you 
ſcape-grace ! Aſk pardon this moment, or I 
will be the death of you!“ 


Archy, unconſcious of what he had done, 
merely thought of warding off the blows.— 
During his correction, the two friends, find- 
ing there was room for them to pals, gal- 


„ lopped 
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lopped forward to have their laugh out, while 
the Knight explained to his ſon the atrocity 
of his crime, telling him Mr. Douglas would 
have a juſt right to accuſe him of a deſign 
againſt his life. Lady Mackenzie had been 
endeavouring to force her way through the 
crowd, to make her excuſes to the offended 
Party, but was too late to atone for poor 
Archy's miſtake; ſhe therefore ſeized the 


Knight's arm, ſaying, © Come along, my 


dear; e'en leave the gude-for-nothing varlet 
to pay for the window himſel, or to get away 
as he can. : 


Thus delivered up to the mercy of the 
ſurrounding populace, he enquired what 
damage had been done ; he would give them 
his addreſs, and pay any body they might 
ſend for the money. This would not do, he 
wasinformed ; they preferred havingthe ready 
rhino, or they would keep his horſe till the 
matter was ſettled, which he choſe, and 
various eſtimates were immediately made ; 
during which time his party walked on to 

the 
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the town's end, where they ae their 
carriage. There was now room to turn 


about, the coachman told them, and enquired 


whether they choſe to ſleep at Brentford or 
in the coach: they muſt do one or t'other. 
They all perſiſted in their former reſolution 
of going forward ; he ſhould bait his horſes 


at Turaham-Green, and then they would be 


able to reach London with eaſe. Mrs. 
Tricket undertook to argue this point. 


. 


Sir Archibald and his Lady ſeized the op- 


portunity to exchange a few wards concern- 


ing the late event, declaring, there ſeemed 


a fatality reſpecting their rencontres with 


Mr. Douglas; it was certainly very ſtrange 


he ſhould be at Windſor on the ſame day, 


and at the ſame inn with them. 


« Did ye perceive ony likeneſs of the 
vile Harcourt to-day, my dear ?” aſked my 
Lady; © ye could nae take yere eyes off the 
young mon, I perceived.“ 
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« Why I know it is impoſſible, my dear; 


elſe I vow, that the more J looked at Mr. 
Douglas, the more I traced the features of 


Harcourt ;—he certainly walks, locks, and 


talks. like him: nay, the reſemblance even 


extends to that fellow's father. Did not it 
ſtrike you the ſame, Lady Mackenzie? Is 
not Mr. Douglas the very picture of what 
Harcourt was when we firſt became ac- 
quainted at Rome.” 

« How filly ye are, my dear! Mr. 
Douglas is proud, I perceived that ſo far 
he reſembled the elder Harcourt ; but he is 
a much finer figure than either he or his 
graceleſs fon ever will be: ye may diſcern 
the inborn men of faſhion, proud of his ſu- 
perior rank, in every action of Mr. Douglas. 
Beſides, ye ken the utter impoſlibility of 
Harcourt and him being at all connected 


with each other, much leſs related; and 


there is nae doubt but that vagabond is re- 
turned to France; ſo ſay nae mair about 
him,” 


Thus 
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Thus did her Ladyſhip endeavour to per- 
ſuade her huſband not to put any faith in his 
eyes, though the reſemblance had ſtruck her 
ſtill more forcibly than it had done him; yet 
the improbability of her ſuſpicions rendered 
her rather eaſter than ſhe would otherwiſe 
have been. The Knight durſt not perſiſt in 
his opinion, and merely ſaid, he hoped the 
caning he had given Archy would convince 
Mr. Douglas he wiſhed to ſhew him every 
mark of reſpect: Peggy had ſeen both him 
and Sir Charles laugh, therefore could not 
ſuppoſe he was offended. The reſt of the party 
having prevailed upon the coachman to en- 
deavour to take them forward, they once 
more aſcended their vehicle, and crawled 
on for a little time till they reached a trifling 
aſcent, where the poor tired beaſts made a full 
ſtop. 


The coachman, without encouraging them 
to proceed, fat ſilently upon his box till his 
miſtreſs called out to know why he did not 
go on, The fellow alledged the real reaſon, 

aſking, 
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aſking, in a very ſurly tone, whether icy 
choſe to alight and walk up the hill, or ſleep 
where they were? adding, it was a d——d 
| ſhame to load a pair of horſes. in ſuch a 
manner. E 


As there ſeemed no alternative, the 


company agreed to his firſt propoſal, and 
proceeded in ſullen filence till they were 


overtaken by Archv. It was by this time 


too late to ſee how much his dreſs had ſuf- 


fered by his laſt fall; and her Ladyſhip's 
firſt enquiry was what he had paid for the 


window ? | 
« Half-a-guinea,”” was the reply; and he 
muſt have ſtaid all night, and been carried 


before a Juſtice in the morning, if he had not 


paid the money down. 
« Half a-guinea!“ repeated her "9" 
Thins © why did nae ye ſee the window was 
aw imall panes, not worth more than a penny 
a piece!“ 

« had not loſt the uſe of my eyes,” 
grow.ed out Archy, © but they got a fellow 


to 
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to ſwear he would not put it al to rights for 


leſs.” 


Her Ladyfhip, unwilling to ſay much juſt 


then, ordered the dirty beaſt, as ſhe called 


him, to make the beſt of his way home. 
Archy took her at her word, and began 
to whip and ſpur once more, till Mr. Colville 
told him to beware of the third time. Mean- 
while, they continued walking gently forward, 


every now and then looking behind them in 


expectation of their vehicle, 


Mrs. Tricket began to complain of fa- 
tigue: this was what ſhe had never been 
uſed to. No carriage was either to be ſeen 
or heard ; what could have become of it? 
They thought they recollected its being very 
near wien they ſtopped to ſpeak to Archy.— 
« Sureiy the fellow had not ſhipped by!“ 


Mrs. Tricket faid he was very capable of 
ſo * 11S he gentlemen hallooed, but re- 
i Ceived 
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ceived no anſwer; and, to mend me matter, 


it began to rain. 


« Oh Heavens!” cried Mrs. Tricket, 


E 0 


ec all my clothes will be ne 

« No, no, Ma'am,” rejoined Colville, 
te only thoſe you have on, let what will befal 
you.“ ; 


plied the enraged lady. 
« I hear a carriage,” ctied Sir Archibald, 


This welcome information revived their 
drooping ſpirits, when , unfortunately it 


proved to be a return poſt-chaiſe coming to- 


wards them; they called to the driver, and 
aſked him if he Rad met an empty coach juſt 
before. 


e Sure enough, maſters,” was the reply; 


ce *tis at Turnham- Green by this time.“ 


Was ever any thing more provoking, as 
this was a pom they agreed, that the horſes 
were 


\ . — * . * F | . 
« This is no time for joking, Sir,” re- 


fore a loud clap of thunder announced a heavy 
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were not ſo tired as the coachman had re pre- 
ſented. Mrs. Tricket would have engaged 
the lad to convey her and her daughter to 
Turnham-Green; but it was more than his 
place was worth, he ſaid, and drove on, ob- 
ſerving, if they did not put their beſt foot 
foremoſt, they would have wet jackets before 
they overtook the carriage. | 
His prediction was almoſt immediately 
verified, as he was ſcarcely out of ſight be- 


and approaching ftorm, Mrs. Tricket, 
really terrified, ſcreamed out, ſeizing hold of 
the Knight, and proteſting ſhe ſhould die.— 
A ſecond clap literally deprived her of her 
ſenſes; and Sir Archibald, no longer able to 
ſupport her, could only break her fall. No 
_ houſe was near, nor a drop of water to be 
had. The other ladies did all in their power 
to recover her: the daughter declared ſhe 
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raiſed her head, and a violent ſhower com- 19 
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recovered her ſpeech; but it was. much 
longer ere ſhe could move forward, even 


aſſiſted by the two gentlemen. At length 
they got into motion. Mrs. Tricket attri- 
buted her fit to going without her tea, and 
prognoſticated this jaunt would prove the 
death of her. Lady Mackenzie, not in a 
much better temper, reminded this delicate 
lady that ſhe and her daughter ſhould be 
equal ſufferers. Mrs. Tricket obſerved, 
that people accuſtomed to ride in a carriage 
were much more liable to catch cold than 
thoſe who were forced to walk in all weathers, 
from the want of one. Lady Mackenzie, 
violently nettled, aſked if Counſellor 
kept Jer a carriage. 


This retart « came ſo home to the lady's 
feelings, that ſhe let go the gentlemen's 
arms, and bounced along unſupported, de- 
claring ſhe did not underſtand what her 
Ladyſhip meant by ſuch baſe inſinuations. 


Colville laughed, and tried to reſtore 


peace: he was ſure they had no intention of 


offending 
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e each other, but was happy their 
little quarrel had helped to quicken their 
pace; © So now let us forget all our misfor- 
tunes, for here are ſome houſes ] take to be 
Turnham-Green.” 


Mrs. Tricket hoped ſhe ſhould x not meet 


with any of her acquaintance ; ſhe would not 


be ſeen in ſuch a pickle for ten thouſand 
pounds, However, as there was no remedy, 
they walked into the Pack Horſe, where 
they had agreed the coachman ſhould ſtop. 
It was now near eleven. Archy, they found, 
had proceeded without ſtopping. , The land- 
lady immediately enquired how many beds they 
ſhould want, and what they choſe to take ; 
whether they ſupped, &c. &. Mrs. 
Tricket told her they were going forward, 


« The coachman faid otherwiſe, Ma'am,” 
was the reply. | FY 

e like his aſſurance,” cried the haughty 
dame; © I ſuppoſe he thinks I am to ſtop 
where he chuſes: thank God, it is not come 
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to that yet. Send him here, pray, good 


woman.” 


He ſoon obeyed the ſummons ; and after 


ſcolding him very ſeverely for having dared 


to leave them in the manner he had done, 
ſhe defired him to make haſte, and put to— 
they ſhould not be at home by midnight. 


ec No,” replied the man, “ I don't think 
you will; and I ſhall think myſelf very for- 
tunate if I get home by this time to-morrow.” 


« None of your airs, fellow, I defire :— 
what, becauſe I told you I did not wiſh your 


maſter ſhould know I had been out, you 
fancy I am afraid of you: you never was 
more miſtaken, take my word for it; to 


prepare to take me to London this moment, 


or you ſhall find the odds of it. I ſhan't 


pay ſeven ſhillings for the hire of the coach, 
when half that ſum will do, and ſleep on the 
road into the bargain ; don't you believe it? 


Though, Heaven knows; 1 now ſhiver every 
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joint of me; but if it is God's will I ſhoyld 
die, let it be in my own bed at leaſt.” 


Sbe pauſed, not doubting but that either 
her threats, or his compaſſion at hearing ſhe 
was ſo ill, would induce the man to comply 
with her requeſt ; but, to her infinite mor- 
tification, the hardened wretch only grinned, 
telling her if ſhe was determined to go home, 
ſhe had better hire horſes at once, for his 
ſhould not ſtir out of the ſtable before eight 
o'clock the next morning for any body, 


. 


« There certainly never was your fellow 


for impudence, man,” exclaimed his en- 
raged miſtreſs.— Your horſes, forſooth ! 
you will never be worth a pair as long as you 
live, and it would be a pity you ſhould.” | 

« They are as much mine as your's, 
Madam; you only hire them, and I have 
the care of them; therefore 'tis J that am 
anſwerable for them to my e 1 i kill 
them, he will blaine- me, not you,” 


Colville 


— 
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Colville tried to convince the man he 
would loſe his place if he did not oblige his 
miſtreſs. 


Look ye, Sir, I would have got home 
if I could; they are a pair of very good 
horſes, or they would not have brought you 
thus far on your way to town ; but three or 
four and forty miles a day, with ſuch a load, 
is too much, and double what job horſes are 
required to do. Mr, Tricket only drives 
his carriage from Chriſtmas to Midſummer, 
and he is one of the wrong ſort to pay for a 
horſe, if I was to kill one; though it would 
be but lawful after what they have done.— I 
know I ſhan't affront my maſter ; and as for 
Mrs. Tricket, ſhe knows I am not afraid of 
her, if ſhe comes to that; ſo the ſhort and 
the long of it is, genilefolks, I won't go to 


London to-night,” and away he walked. 


/ 


Mrs. Tricket burſt into tears, declaring ſhe 


never was ſo ſhamefully treated in her life; 


but the fellow ſhould never drive her again 
if 
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if there was another coachman to be had for 
love or money.” 


— 


Spirited as that reſolution was, Mr. Col- 
ville obſerved it would not get them to 
London, therefore it was neceſſary to come 


to ſome determination. Sir Archibald 


having once, in conſequence of a cold he had 
caught, been obliged to call in a phyſician, 


though he had almoſt as ſoon have died as 


have parted with his guineas, dreading” either 
? 
himſelf, wife, or daughter might ſuffer 


through wet cloaths, called for the brandy 


bottle, and adviſed the whole party to take a 
glaſs, which they did, to keep the cold out; 


and as they all wiſhed to ſleep at home, the 
landlady was ſent for to know what would be 


the cheapeſt method of performing this ſhort 


journey. Mine hoſteſs, not having formed 
a very high opinion of her gueſts from what 


ſhe had overheard, and convinced ſhe ſhould 
not get much out of them if they did ſtay, 


told them there were plenty of ſtages, and 


perhaps they might prevail upon one of the 
VOL, 111. 1 maſters 


A 
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— 
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maſters of them to take them to town, late 
as it was, if they gave him a trifle over and 
above the accuſtomed fare, or they might 


| ſend to Brentford for poſt-chaiſes. 


A ſtage would be far preferable,” Lady 


Mackenzie obſerved, *© as they ſhould run 


infinitely leſs chance of being robbed.” 


All were exactly of her opinion ; a coach- 
man was ſent for, and Sir Archibald aſked 
what he would have to take them all to 


town. 


ce One guinea; for he muſt loſe his night's 


reſt, overwork his horſes, at the riſk of loſing 


them, &c. &c. and he would not ſtir a ſtep 


for leſs. | 


They looked at each other for a few ſe- 


| conds in ſilence, which Colville broke, fay- 


ing, Half the money was enougt : how- 
ever, they would give half-a-crown a piece.“ 


The 
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The man wiſhed them a good night, and 
left the room. After various calculations f 
reſpecting beds, ſupper, &c. his exorbitant 5 
demand was agreed to, and he received an y 
order to get ready as ſoon as poſſible, and, in 
a ſhort time, they were once more upon the 
road. No one was inclined to talk, and 
they would probably have reached London 
in ſilence, if Mrs. Tricket had not exclaimed, 
Juſt as they drove into Kenfington— 7 1 
« Well, what fools we all were, to be F 
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{ure ! 


Not very much flateered by this Polite 
remark, Lady Mackenzie begged an ex- 
planation. | 


« Why, we might have had theſe* horſes | 
put to the other coach, my Lady, which 
would have been fiſty times more genteel, 
and I ſhould have faved three- and- ſixpence. 
Beſides, I could have forced that fellow of a 
cachman to have come forward with the 

H2.- horſes, 
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horſes, as they would have had nothing to 


3 


drag,” 

All this was true, and they blamed them- 
ſelves very much for not having made 
the reflection in time, each wiſhing to part 
with ſome degree of politeneſs. By the 
time they reached Hyde-Park turnpike, it 
was near one ; upon being ſtopped for pay- 
ment, the coachman referred the man to his 
paſſengers: they one and all declared he 
had no right to oblige them to pay this 
miſerable twopence, as he had agreed to 
ſet them down at their own doors for a 
ouinea ; while he, in his turn, ſwore he would 
not move a yard further if they did not free 
him through the gate. Mrs. Tricket only 
wiſhed her huſband had been there for the 
impudent fellow's ſake. 

4 | \ 

The Knight, anxious to get home, put an 
end to the diſpute, as he had done at 
Windſor, and they proceeded firſt to his 
houſe, where they took leave of Mrs. and 
: Miſs 


. ) BS - HF 


— 


UW foo „ ov 


more ſuch parties to oblige any one. 
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Miſs Tricket. Lady Mackenzie propoſed 
retiring. immediately, as the ſafeſt way to 
prevent catching cold; but Colville gave 
her ſo many broad hints concerning ſobpet; 
ſome bread and cheeſe, &c. that a bottle of 
wine was reluctantly brought out. = 
Archy, they were need had been at 
home and in bed two hours or more; and 


her Ladyſhip was vaſtly happy when Col- 


ville propoſed following his example. — 
They did not meet again till near eleven 
in the forenoon; breakfaſt was hurried over 
upon their gueſt's account, who was going 


out; and as ſoon as they were en famille, 


her Ladyſhip obſerved their jaunt had been 
far from amuſing: ſhe would never join any 
W hat 
they had ſpent altogether, including Archy's 
misfortune, would have bought her a very 


handſome gown. They were debating the 


Point, and calculating the unneceſſary expence 
they had put themſelves to, when John | 


7 


came into the breakfaſt- pa :lour. 


H 3 3» Mercy 


/ 


e 2 Tn, ON” — 8 e * 1 oy » 

J Eb Oe ER Co 30 22g e 

„ e aro de es WS SEG} . e 
* g > Ef * 4 n * 


amd eto 
LEY 
NOISES 
: 


Ge” i: 
3 


= 


7 
1 
i 
i 
* 
. 


x 


150 nakcovRr. 


Mercy upon me, my dear bairn, wha 
= would have thought of ſeeing ye fac early p? 


I was anxious to enquire where, and how 


you had paſſed the night, Ma'am.” 
«Why, Johnny, did ye ken we were out 
| yeſterday 7 25 

: « ] heard 4 Ma' am, a lb that your 
fon Archy was near making Mr. Douglas 
break his neck, becauſe that gentleman was 
obliging enough to endeayour to prevent 
his meeting with ſuch an accident by mo 
ping his horſe.” : 

«© Hold, my dear Johnny, bad as the 
worthleſs Joon is, and has nae dared ſhew his 
face this morning, he is nae guilty of the 
charge ye have brought againſt him, relating 
what had paſſed at Brentford, and proteſting 
Archy had no intention to endanger Mr. 
Douglas's, or any body's life. She ackfow- 
ledged they were highly to blame to ſuffer the 
awkward being to ſtick himſelf upon a horſe, 
and requeſted to know from whom he de- 
rived his information reſpeRting the unlucky 


affair.“ 
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ce Prom the Duke of Durham, Ma' am, 
at whoſe houſe I ſupped laſt night.” 

« Hoot, Johnny! ye frighten me oot of 
my wits ! the ſorry loon will be the death of 
me, I foreſee that ; what did his Grace fay ? 
[ dread to alk.” 

« I find, Ma'am, you. are conſcious your 1 
ſon deſerves horſewhipping: but Mr. 4 
Douglas, with his accuſtomed generoſity, 
made fo light of the bulineſs, that the Duke 
merely laughed at his account of your miſ- 
haps at Brentſord.” | 
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He was proceeding, when Colville re- 
turned in no ſmall buſtle, and having juſt 
faid, © How are you, Mr, Mackenzie?“ look- 
ing at the Knight, he proceeded—< There 
has been the devil to Day, and no pitch hot 
in Hanover-ſtreet.” 

« You don't ſay ſo!” cried my Lady ;— 
te pray let's hear what has happened.“ 

« Why, Tricket came home to dinner 
yeſterday, and found an empty houſe ; burn 
my old wig, but I had like to have got my- 

SE =4: ſelk 
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ſelf affronted, and he ſmears he will kick 
Madam out of doors ;—for do you know the 
Jade took us all in; ſhe is not his wife at 
laſt!” 

«© Not his wife!“ „ Lady Mac- 
kenzie, © not his wife ! and have I been ſeen 
in company with a kept Madam ? Give me 
leave to tell you, Mr. Colville, my character 
is not to be ſported with thus.” 


John with difficulty kept his counte- 
nance.— The Knight ſaid, in a grave tone, 
Lou ovght to have been more particular in 
your enquiries, Sir, before you introduced the 

woman to Lady and Miſs Mackenzic.” 
e ſhould expire with ſhame, if I thought 
Mr. Douglas or Sir Charles Creighton ken— 
ned the worthleſs body,” ſaid her Lady ſhip. 

N hinted your being in ſtrange 
company,” rejoined John, wiſhing to add 
to their mortification ; ©* but I was at a lols 
to comprehend their meaning—it is now 
perfectly elucidated; but pray how came you 

to make a party with this chaſte lady? 
Colville 
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Colville related the why and the where- 
fore ; proteſting he thought the ſlut was an 
honeit woman, or he ſhould not have pro- 
poſed making uſe of her equipage. 

- Upon my ſoul you were e all very etl 
ſerved,” cried John.—< You may often 
command a carriage upon ſuch terms: to 
ſave a guinea you have commenced an ac- 
Guaintance, nay, laid yourſelf under an obli- 
vation to a petiyfogging attorney's kept 
ities, who will no doubt ſalute. you the 
firſt time ſhe meets you in public, and thus 


publiſh your intimacy to the whole town.— 


cannot ſtop now to point our all the ad- 
vantages you will derive from ſo honourable 
a connexion, formed through ſuch generous 
motives, ſo mult leave you to rejoice over 
your good fortune,” quitting the room im- 
mediately ; and nothing but the hopes ſhe 
entertained of bringing about a match 
between Archy and her miſerly gueſt's 


daughter prevented Lady Mackenzie from 
coming to an open rupture with Mr. 


Colville 
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"CHAP. V. 


Mere chance, added to a wiſh to avoid 
a riotous tavern party, had induced Douglas, 
who never had ſeen Windſor, to engage Sir 
Charles to accompany him thither on the 
before-mentioned day. Several delicate hints 
of Lady Ifabella's had almoſt workeda reform- 
ation in his conduct; he ſtill wiſhed to be 
thought the molt faſhionable man in London, 


but not the moſt faſhionable rake ; as he was 


convinced the newſpaper eulogiums, ſo fre- 
quently beſtowed upon him, were not likely 
to raiſe him in her eſteem. His own good 
ſenſe had always led him to condemn exceſs, 
which he was now aſhamed of having ever 


committed: 2 
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mitted'; he frankly acknowledged to 


ſelf to be miſled, and ſhould moſt likely 


ve continued to furniſh anecdotes for the 


nals of folly to his dying day, if his guar- 
n angel, under her reſemblance, had not 
"ped forward to warn him of his abſurdity. 
s accidental rencontre with the Mac- 
izies had afforded him amuſement ; and 


he and Sir Charles had gallopped all the 


from Brentford to avoid being wet, 


7 had not been able to talk over the ſcene 


were recapitulating to the Duke of 


umham, when John Mackenzie was an- 
unced, 'and thus learned (though Sir 
arles, who was the hiſtorian, did not give 
to his ſatirical vein in his preſence) where 


 fumily had been, and what had COTE | 


Mm on their return. 


As much amuſed as they already had 
en, he added to their diverſion by his ludi- 
dus remarks, and determined to wait upon 

ther and mother in the morning, in 

6 - hopes 
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hopes of frightening them a little, as 
thought they deſerved ſome puniſhment | 
their abſurdities, and was ſenſible, thou: 
neither his kind patron nor Sir Charles pr 
ciſely ſaid fo, that they had made themſ; 
exceedingly ridiculous; and he rejoiced 
find their avarice had brought its own y 
niſhment along with it, as this adventu 
would indubitably prevent them from bz 
rowing a carriage again, except they we! 
better acquainted with the owner than the 
were with Mrs. Tricket. 


Lady Iſabella always ſpent the ſumme 
autumn, and frequently the Cliriitmas ho. 
days with her grandmother at Kinrols, 
She had informed Douglas of her expect 
tions to ſet out for Scotland about the mid 


of June, as her guardian was coming to tov 
for the birth-day, and ſhe was to accomp:! 
him down upon his return. he did i 
entertain any hopes that the General wol 
conſent to their union, knowing (in addit 


to bis ancient prejudice againſt the Duke ( 
| Durhan 
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Durham) that he had in contemplation a 
match between her and his only fon, now on 
his travels. She thought they muſt wait her 


coming of age to unite their deſtinies ; as 


ſhe was very averſe to a private marriage, 
though fully determined to part with her 
liberty in favour of no one elſe. This ſhe 
repeatedly aſſured her impatient lover, who 
ſometimes thought of entreating his uncle 
ro intereſt himſelf in his behalf, which he 


| conſidered would be of little avail ; and 
he dared not even conſult his friend, 


Sir Charles Creighton, knowing [ſabella 
did not wiſh any one ſhould ſhare his con- 
fidence. There were moments when he 
thought he would wait upon General Clare 
as ſoon as he came to London, and endea- 
vour, by the liberality of his offers reſpect- 
ing ſettlements, &c. to obtain his conſent ; 
but when he reflected that that gentleman 


wiſhed both the title of Donalbain and her 


Ladyſhip's fortune ſhould centre in his own 
family, he eaſily gueſſed he ſhuuld only afford 
him an opportunity of expatiacing pon 
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former events, without reaping any benefit 


from his propoſals. : DP 


The day after his Windſor excurſion ke 
fully expected to receive a letter from her 


Ladyfhip ;-—he was engaged to an evening 


party at Lady Dunraven' s, but the moment 


it was duſk haſtened into Mount Street, and - 


perceived no ſignal; nevertheleſs he went 


in, and found, to his infinite diſappointment, 


that there was no letter, which Mrs. Mac- 
alliſter, perceiving his chagrin, attributed to- 
General Clare's arrival. 
if poſſible, his vexation, and 
| he returned home to dreſs for his even- 
ing viſit in ſo. bad a temper, that his valet 


did not know what to make of him. 


At Lady Dunraven's he,. as uſual, met a 


| hoſt of faſhionable folks, and was particu- 


— noticed by her fair ſelf, and rallied 


upon his viſible abſence of mind. He en- 


\ ed to rouſe himſelf, and had recourſe 


to the common excuſe for diſorders of the 
mind, 
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mind, by attributing his want of ſpirits to 
indiſpoſition. At her deſire he had taken a 
ſeat next her Ladyſhip ; and though ſeldom 
more inattentive, could not help remarking. 
that he ſeemed particularly to excite the ob- 
ſervation of an elderly gentleman, who was 
converſing with Lord Monteithy though 
his eyes were continually directed towards i 
him. Curioſity induced him to aſk Lady 1 
Dunraven who he was. 


« A proud old Scotchman,” was the re- 
ply, “ who has a peculiar antipathy to young 
and handſome men of your rank and expecta- 
tions, becauſe he has, if we may believe 
report, a young and handſome, but, at all 
events, rich ward, whom he intends for his 
ſon ; and though the girl has not yet been 
preſented, and he immures her for eight, 
ſometimes nine months of the year in 
Scotland, yet he dreads a rival to his 
hopeful heir in every elegant man of faſhion 
he ſees. Beſides, he has a peculiar aver- 
ſion to the clan of Douglas; I dare fay you 


— 
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may have heard your uncle mention Gene- 
m7 Clare.” = So, 

6“ Frequently,” replied Douglas; * but 
ſince his rich ward never appears in public, 
ſurely he need not dread any obſtacle to 
his deſigns. Is his ſon an amiable man?“ 

« IT am ſure I ſhall make you apxious 


to become acquainted with him, when I tell 


you he bears no ſmall reſemblance to Lord 

Dunraven ; like myſelf, Lady Iſabella Kin- 
roſs bids fair to become the victim of family 
arrangements: but perhaps ſhe does not 
poſſeſs my ſenſibility, in which cafe ſhe will 
not be ſo much to be pitied.” 


Douglas, affecting not to underſtand this 
appeal to his gallantry, continued artfully to 
queſtion her Ladyſhip; from whom he 
learned that the General was far from rich, 
and had long intended to repair the broken 
fortunes of his houſe by the projected alli- 
ance between his ſon and his ward.— Her 
Ladyſhip proceeded, faying— 

- © The Honourable Mr, Duncombe was 
joined in the tiuſt with himſelf, but had, 
unfortunately 


7 


unfortunately for his grand-daughter, been 


for ever miſerable, ſhould they ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be ſeparated. He me -ntioned what he 


not heſitate to pronounce the General would 


mit fo rich a prize to eſcape, proteſting, 


their marriage; but as that could not be 
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dead ſome years, and the management of 
her affairs devolving to General Clare, 


he had heard, ſat down to entreat his 
Iſabella would conſider the numerous ob- 
ſtacles which might intervene to render them 


he meant to make 4 moſt of his power, at : 
leaſt ſo ſays Lord Monteith. 8 ha 

Douglas, greatly agitated, under pre- i 
tence of increaſing indiſpoſition, ſoon 2 
retired; and, rendered deſperate by what | 


had learned from Lady Dunraven, and did 


force her into his ſon's arms rather than per- 


were he permitted to make the propoſal, he 
would offer to reſign her fortune to Mr. 
Clare to enſure the General's conſent to 


done with any degree of delicacy or pro- 
priety, he requeſted, as ſhe valued his peace 
of mind, that ſhe would permit him to 

venture 
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venture having the banns publiſhed under 


their ſimple names, which might paſs un- 
noticed, and thus enable them to be married 


at the church of the pariſh in which ſhe 
reſided. But ſhould any ſiniſter accident 


excite the General's ſuſpicions, they muſt 
brave the ſtorm, and wait till the law per- 
mitted her to diſpoſe of her hand, vncon- 


trouled by a ſelfin guardian. : 
Having a the point with his uſual 
energy, and entered into what he thought 


neceſſary details reſpecting ſettlements, &c. 


he concluded with entreating a ſpeedy, and 
he hoped a favourable anſwer. He then, 
late as it was, hurried into unt Street. 
Mrs. Macalliſter was juſt going to bed, but 


promiſed to wait upon her Ladyſhip as early 


as ſhe could do it with prudence. 


Douglas's anxiety deprived him of ſleep, 
appetite, and almoſt of reaſon, as he fore- 
ſaw the General would never reſt till he had 


beſtowed his ward upon his ſon ; and deter- 


mined, 
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mined, if ſhe heſitated to ſubſcribe to his 
plan, to leave England on the fame day ſhe 


left London, and endeavour- to baniſh her 
faſcinating image from his mind, 


to conſent to his propoſal, gently reminding 
him what would be the probable conſe- 
quence of the failure of his plan, but aſſur- 
ing him no power on earth, let what would 
intervene, ſhould ever force her to give her 
hand to any other man. 


epiſtle, more than equalled his paſt anxiety: 

he thought himſelf the happieſt of mortals, 
and made a vow, in return for her conde- 
ſcending goodneſs, never to think of any 
other woman while ſhe remained ſingle, 
ould any untoward circumſtance prevent 


them 


Lady Iſabella was not leſs agitated after 
ſhe had read his letter: his arguments were 
unanſwerable ; and without allowing herſelf 
time to reflect, the dread of her guardian, 
and abliorrence of Mr, Clare, induced her 


| Dovglas's joy, upon the receipt of this 


\ 
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them from plighting their faith at the ala, 
unknown to General Clare. His firſt deter. 
mination was, not to truſt any ſoul with their 
ſecret till the very laſt moment; and he ex- 
horted her Ladyſhip in his letter of un- 
bounded acknawtedgments, to form the ſame 
reſolution, and to laugh at the names, ſhould 
they happen to ſtrike the ears of any one 
preſent, as he would take care even the 
clergyman ſhould only ſuppoſe them . peopk 
ina very inferior ſtation. 


He next reflected that they did not re- 
ſide in the ſame pariſh; and to be aſked in 
two churches would be running a very great 
riſk. This was a ſerious difficulty, when i 
occurred to him that it would be neceſſary to 
take a houſe as ſoon as he. was married; 
therefore it was only hiring one immediately 
in the pariſh where her Ladyſhip reſided, and 
ſleeping in it the night before the publication 
of the_ banns: this would be acting as 
many thouſands had done before him, and 


this he : reſolved to do. As the houſe was to be 
provided 
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provided i in two days (for he determined not 
to let one Sunday elapſe before he tempted 
the General to forbid what he hoped ſoon to 
put it out of his power to prevent), | e ſet 
uld WM out to take a ſurvey, very much wiſhing to 
one have had it in his power to conſult his Iſa- 
the bella. Limited as he was to one pariſh, he 


remove, ſhould ſhe not approve of the ſitua- 
tion, He was fortunate enough to meet with 
a houſe in Groſvenor Square, which he in- 
ſtantly ſecured, merely requeſting the land- 
lord would not mention his name till he 
took poſſeſſion. - This was readily promiſed, 
and an upholſterer was ſet to work, with 
orders to have it completely furniſhed in a 
fortnight, but to put up one bed that very 
day. The certainty of prompt payment faci- 


| litated every thing; a room was totally fur- 


nifhed before-<vening, and two women ſer- 
vants, engaged by the landlord, entered upon 
their new ſervice at the fame hour. He 
wrote her Ladythip a ſhort account of theſe 
tranſactions, and had the pleaſure to find his 


_ 


reflected that it would be an eaſy matter to 
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ideas met her approbation, and that ſhe was 
nearly as anxious as himſelf far their ſucceſs, 


Fortunately Mrs. Shenſtone ſeldom went 
to her pariſh church, St. James's being her 
favourite place of worſhip. Nevertheleſs, 


the bare poſſibility of her going thither dur- 


ing the enſuing month, as he: never miſſed 
divine ſervice, made both Douglas and her 
Ladyſhip very uneaſy ; and he reflected they 
muſt indubitably have been diſcovered, had 


- they attempted to have had the banns pub- 


liſhed in both churches, as Mrs. Shenſtone's 
intimate knowledge of their names muſt 
have led her to form ſuſpicions that would 
have terminated in the overthrow of their 


plan. 


On the Saturday evening he waited upon 
the clerk of his new pariſh, dreſi ed ſo as not 
to excite curioſity, arid was promiſed his re- 
queſt ſnould be complied-with the next day. 
He was prepared to anſwer any queſtions the 
clerk might put, but two half-crown pieces 
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(he dared not offer more) put an effectual 
check to his doubts if he entertained any; 


and Douglas had the pleaſure to find their | 
names paſſed unnoticed the firſt and ſecond 
times of aſking: ſtill he was in continual 


dread that ſome unforeſeen event might blaſt 
all his proſpects when he leaſt expected it. 


Though the houſe was nearly ready, and all | 
his other plans were formed, ſo as to exclude 


lawyers from his confidence, he employed 
the moſt eminent to draw a mutual agree- 


ment, deſtined to form the baſis of future 
ſettlements, and comprehending the moſt 
generous arrangements reſpecting her Lady- 


ſhip's fortune. This he ſent her through 
the medium of Mrs. Macalliſter, and re- 
ceived it again ſigned, as he requeſted. 


— 


Not a day paſſed without communicating 


their hopes and fears o each other; and 


though Douglas, to avoid ſuſpicion, gave up 
no engagements, he never miſſed viſiting 
Mount Street during the evening: it may 
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therefore be ſuppoſed he had very little time to 
dedicate to Albertine, who, notwithſtanding 


his ſhort viſits, and cool indifferent behaviour, 


ſtill flattered herſelf ſhe ſhould in time make 
an impreſſion upon his heart. His reſerve 
ſhe placed wholly to the ſcore of pride, there- 


fore thought, if ſhe was once introduced at 
St. James's, which the Duke and Mr. 


Dovglas had talked of when ſhe firſt came 
to London, ſhe ſhould eclipſe all the Bri- 
tiſh Belles, and thus render her guardian vain 
of wearing the chains of a firſt rate toaſt; 
but conſcious her wiſhes to dazzle the draw- 
ing-room with her ſplendour, would not mect 
the approbation of either her mother or the 
Count de St. Mars, whom the former al- 
ways conſulted, ſhe had recourſe to Miſs 
Fraſer, who often viſited her by her brother's 
deſire, as the Colonel thought her a gay, 
unaffected girl, likely to make him happy, 
and her large fortune brought Lord Everly 
unto his Way 'of thinking, 
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Miſs Fraſer communicated her deſire to 


appear at the enſuing birth-day to her father 


and brother, who thought it very natural, 
and propoſed, admitting neither her aunt 
(for ſuch they preſumed her mother to be) 
nor guardian made any objection, Lady 
Wellſborough, the Viſcount's ſiſter, ſhould 
preſent her to cheir Majeſties 


The Colonel immediately waited upon 


Douglas to mention the matter; and as he 


thought him a very eligible match for his 
ward, eaſily gueſſing why he wiſhed to hu- 
mour her thirſt for public notice, he aſſurcd 


him he could have no objection to Made- 


moiſelle de Valcerne's following the bent of 


her inclinations; to conſult him was mere 


matter of form her aunt muſt decide, as 
being far the moſt proper perſon. 


Having thus far ſucceeded, the Coloncl 


found little difficulty, ſeconded by his aunt 


and ſiſter, to obtain Madame de L'Epinois's 
conſent. Indeed ſhe had very little power 
VOL, III. E over 
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i 5 „ _* MARCOURT. 
over her daughter, had ſhe bes + incuned to 


controul her taſte for pleaſure, which was 
very far from being the caſe, 


The Count de St. Mars remained neuter 
in the buſineſs ; like Douglas, he withed to 
ſee her well married, and thought Colonel 
Fraſer could not have taken a more effectual 
method to ingratiate himſelf in her eſteem. — 
The birth-day fell on the Friday before 
Dcuglas's banns were to be publiſhed for 
the laſt time, and he hoped, as he wrote his 
Tabella word, he ſhould never appear at 
another without her. Ever elegant in his 
appearance, he was one of the moſt ſtriking 
figures in the drawing-room, and much mote 


noticed and admired than his ward, notwith- 


ſtanding the glitter of her attire, and the ex- 
traordinary pains ſhe had taken to enſure 
univer la] admiration, i | 


The idea ſhe entertained of appearing 
| ſuperior to all around her, baniſhed that ti- 


midity generally attendant upon a firſt ap- 
=] Ls pearance 
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pearance in ſuch a circle; and as ſhe was 
ſoon known to poſſeſs a very large fortune, 
many gentlemen, who wanted rich wives, 
paid her homage. with their eyes, and were 
not ſparing in their encomiums upon her 
perſon, taſte in dreſs, &c. Altogether, the 
young lady thought her charms. had pro- 
duced the deſired effect, and retired. with 
Lady Wellſborough and Mibs Fraſer in very 
high ſpirits, certain the newſpapers would 
extol her beauty, dreſs, &c. in the moſt 
flattering terms. She dined at Lord Ever- 
ly's, as ſhe was to accompany the ladies to 
the ballin the evening. | 


Colonel F raſer, who, if not a declared, was 
a very gallant lover, paid her a vaſt many 
compliments, and found it no very difficult 
taſk to keep her in high good-humour both 
with herſclf and him; ſtill, in ſpice of the 
vanity. that prompted her to wiſh to number 
among her ſlaves every man ſhe ſaw, ſhe 
could neither look at, nor lien to, any other 
when Douglas was preſent, who, every one 
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ſaid, was the handſomeſt man in the circle.— 
He had favoured her with ſeveral glances, 
| but not very expreſſive of admiration, and 
| had merely addreſſed her, in common with 
the ladies of her party. Knowing herſelf 
to be an excellent dancer, ſhe hoped to make 
a more favourable impreſſion upon him in 
the ball- room; but, to her infinite mortifica- 


tion, he did not make his appearance in the a 
evening. However, ſhe rather got the bet- 1 
ter of her diſappointment upon being led out to 
by a Captain in the Guards, who was alſo an ſe; 
Iriſh Earl, and, next to Douglas, one of the pa 
handſomeſt men ſhe had ever ſeen; and ha 
though ſhe owed his hand to the Lord Cham- Iif 
| berlain, ſhe was not leſs flattered that ſo fine G. 
| a fellow had fallen to her lot. Beſides, he . 
| was an adept in the ſcience of adulation, poſ- thi 
ſeſſed an uncommon ſhare of aſſurance, and thi 
| aſſailed his fair partner with ſo ſtrong a th: 
| doſe of flattery, that ſhe left St. James's, hai 
convinced Douglas was the moſt inſenſible 0 
of mortals, and Lord Fitzcarryl a very on 
amiable man, and poſſeſſed of an uncommon 
| ſhare of underſtanding. 
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CHAP. VI. 


TE laſt Sunday arrived and Douglas, 


to be perfectly ſatisfied, attended divine 
ſervice in an obſcure part of the church, 
particularly wiſhing to eſcape unnoticed, and 
had the ſatisfaction to hear the banns pub- 
liſhed for the third and laſt time between 
George Douglas and Iſabella Kinroſs, with- 
out any one ſtepping forward to forbid 
them. He returned home, tranſported to 
think every obſtacle was now removed 
that threatened to impede their union. He 
had requeſted his Iſabella would permit him 
to engage the clergyman to join their hands 
on the Monday morning; but ſhe had 
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alledgedit would be more prudent to poſtpone 
the ceremony to the Tueſday, as her muſic- 
maſter always came at nine o'clock on the 
Monday, and generally ſtaid till ſhe was 
fummoned to breakfaſt, Thus it was agreed, 


and Dovglas gave the clergyman and clerk 


proper notice of their intentions on the Sun- 


day evening, who both promiſed to meet 


them 1n the church by eight o'clock in the 
morning, preſuming, from the earlineſs of 
the hour, that they were going to ſpend the 
7 in me country. | | 


a e promiſed to make hey 
en the moment ſhe was up, in a dreſs 
not likely to excite ſuſpicions of her rank, 
which might induce the clergyman to aſk 
on 0 they might be puzzled to anſwer. \ 


| Sir Charles Creighton, Douglas had de- 
| termined, ſhould give the bride away, though 


he did not mean to let either him or Mrs. 
Macalliſter, whom he intended ſhould be 
e into their ſecret till late on the 

| Monday 
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Monday evening. He wrote, an account of 
every thing to his Iſabella, who informed 
him, by their joint friend, that ſhould no- 
thing unforeſeen occur, all ſhould be as he 
had decided; deſiring him, nevertheleſs, 
to call in Mount Street on the Monday, leſt 
it ſhould be neceſſary to make any alteration 
in their preſent arrangements. She. did not 
at preſent foreſee there would be occaſion to 
write again, . 


Douglas, unuſually reſtleſs, and particu- 
larly intereſted in ſecuring ſuch a treaſure as 
he deemed Lady Iſabella, took Mount Street 
in his way home from his morning's ride | in 
Hyde-Park, and contrary to his expecta- 
tion, ſaw the accuſtomed ſignal, denoting a 


letter, in the window. He rode on till out of 


ſight of the houſe; then diſmounting, gave 
his horſe to his groom, and ſent him home, 


while he haſtened back to Mrs. Macalliſter's, 


who inſtantly gave him a ſcrap of paper un- 
ſealed, contaimng a few lines, wrote wich 2 


pencil, to the following purport ;— ; 
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„ have not a moment to ſpare; we are 
diſcovered ; the carriage is now at the door 
to convey me to Kn General Clare is 
come to hurry us away, in conſequence of 
an expreſs he has received. This is his 
oſtenſible reaſon, but there needs no great 


penetration to gueſs the real cauſe of our 


precipitate departure. I dare not ſay more; 
only act with precaution, my deareſt D——, 
and believe me your ſincere | 
- ISABELL A.“ 


— 


&« Confound all this treachery,” exclaimed 


Douglas, fixing his eyes upon Mrs. Mac- 
alliſter, whoſe looks betrayed ſigns of guilr. 


Indeed ſhe ſeemed to participate in his diſ- 
treſs. | 

„I was afraid all was not right, Sir ; 
one of the houſe-maids brought that note 
about eleven 0 'clock, and told me Lady 
Iſabella and Mrs. Macpherſon were going 


out of town, and that I was to give it to the 


French lady her Ladyſhip privately pro- 
tected. 
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tected. I underſtood the hint, and am ſorry. 


to find my ſuſpicions verified.” 


Haba hardly ſtopped to hear the con- 
cluſion of her ſpeech before he left the ſhop, 


and was hurrying home, when in Dover 


Street he overtook his groom talking to a 
friend. He endeavoured to conceal his 
agitation, made him a ſign to approach, — 
mounted his horſe, ordering him once more 
home, and to let the Duke know he ſhould 
not return to dinner. He then made for the 
great North road, determined to purſue his 
Iſabella to Scotland, if he did not overtake 
her before, and to bring her back, or loſe 
his life in the attempt; without reflecting 


that he was alone, unarmed, and that the 


General probably travelled with a numerous 
ſuite, not only to protect, but to guard his 


ward, if occaſion required. He reached 


Barnet before he tnought of making any en- 
quiries, and was turning into the firſt inn 
juſt as a number of returned poſt horſes came 
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up to the gate. He ſtopped one of the 
drivers, and aſked where he had been. 


« To Hatfield,” was the reply ; and per- 
ceiving Douglas had rode very faſt, he aſked 
him, in his turn, why he enquired. 

« He had buſineſs of i importance with the 
gentleman he preſumed they had drove.— 


Did he know where the party were ne up 


in London?“ 

In Hertford Street, he underſtood.” 

« That was enough,” Douglas fad ; _ 
ec they were the people he waited ; what 
advance did he think they had made? and 
did he know where It was . e they 
wund op? pur | 


| One of the ſervants had told him at Big- 
gleſwade, which he ſuppoſed they would 


reach about eight o'clock, if they did not 
ſtop to dine. They had taken a ſnap at 
- Hatfield, which they left about half paſt 
four 3 was now near r ſix, 
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Douglas was rejoicedto think he was fo near 
them, and that they did not mean to travel 


all night, He rewarded the lad for his in- 
telligence, and finding his horſe in good ſpirits, 


determined to-puſh on the other nine miles, 
forming plans all the way he rode. He left 
his horſe at Hatfield, without aſking a ſingle 


queſtion: concerning the party he was in pur- 
ſuit of; but a difficulty ariſing at Stevenage 
about accommodating him (as they had 
done at the laſt ſtage, where he had left a 


horſe worth half a dozen ſuch as they had en- 


truſted him with), he deſired. a 8 
might attend him. 


Accordingly a ſpruce little nb about 
five-and-twenty, prepared to accompany 
him; and as ſoon as he was out of the town, 
finding he ſhould be in time, Douglas al- 
lowed himſelf a little more ſcope for reflec- 
tion, and entered into converſation with. his 
companion, whoſe ſhrewd: remarks. pre- 


poſſeſſed him ſo much in his favour, that he 


frankly promiſed him a. handſome gratuity if 
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180  HARCOURT; 


he would affiſt him in conveying a note to the 
young lady, of whom they had been talking, 


_ The fellow ſwore it ſhould be done; and 
he would not accept a ſingle farthing if he 
did not ſucceed, and being him an anſwer 
into the bargain. That Douglas told him 
he was afraid would be impoſſible, as ſhe 
had been hurried from London merely to 
keep her out of his way, | 


: | « Then if ſhe is but agreeable to it, we 
will force her back again, Sir, replied the 
fellow. 


The pleaſure the man had in forming 
ſchemes for this enterpriſe, and his ridicu- 
lous remarks, excited Douglas 8 mirth more 
than once. He was acquainted with every 
body upon the road; his father and mother 
kept the turnpike g gate; and as for the girls 
at the inn at Biggleſwade, he could make 
them do whatever he ordered, 


It 


[t 
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It was duſk when they reached that town, 


and the poſtillion deſired Douglas to remain 
at a ſmall public-houſe, while he went to 


deliver his note, and bring him word how the 


cat jumped, 


Douglas entreated him to be cautious, ' 
and wiſhed to have given him a vaſt many 


inſtructions; but the lad, having ſworn he 


need be under no apprehenſions, flew away, 


determined to be guided by circumſtances, 
and to gain all the honour of the achieve- 
ment, if poſſible, his own way. He ſoon 
reached the inn, and underſtood from the 
waiter that the General and the two ladies 
were juſt going to ſupper; he therefore gave 


both him and the chambermaid a hint 
(backed by a promiſe of a reward) how 
they could aſſiſt him in his plan, and thus 
eaſily ſecured their ſervices in conſequence. 
Having borrowed a coat of his friend, he 


waited upon the company in his ſtead, and 


took every opportunity, when unperceived 
by the General and Mrs. Macpherſon, to 
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make ſigns to her Ladyſhip, looking at the 10 
note at the ſame time. He ſoon perceived bn old 
ſhe underſtood him, and with difficulty con- could 
cealed her agitation ;* but he thought he {wort 
read in her looks that he muſt not attempt to ſo ye 
give it her yet. woul 
- | a hat 
Supper being over, and finding he muſt 1 
retire, he ſaid, addre ſſing Mrs. Macpherſon, wha 
and looking expreſſively at her Ladyſhip,— IM 
« J am to fend the chamber-maid in half an ce h; 
hour, [ think you ſaid, Ma'am ?” 25 the 
© gave no ſuch orders, young man,” mal 
faid Mrs. Macpherſon. bet 
beg pardon, Ma'am; it was certainly her 
the lady i in the next room.. diff 
55 9 85 45 | ch: 
So faying he retired, convinced that her lac 
Ladyſnip gueſſed he had ſome meaning; and, ba 
telling the chamber - maid to be in the way, he if 
ran to the houſe where he had Jeſt Douglas, 
who impatiently exclaimed, the moment he by 
2M 


faw him, « Well, my good fellow, what 
luck 2”? W | 
ot Why 
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« Why I hope we ſhall be a match for the 
old Don yet; but here is your note; I 
could not deliver that : however, I will be 
ſworn the lady and I underſtand one another, 
ſo you need not be uneaſy : and by God, I 
would ride to the devil at any time to ſerve 
a handſome girl.” | 
] am convinced you would; but tell me 
what“ | 
I have no time now,“ interrupted the lad, 
te have patience till we are upon the road ;— 
the lady will be able to tell you how we 
managed matters, and you will like the ſtory 
better from her mouth than mine. But 
here, I want you,” taking him to a greater 
diſtance, —< If we attempt to ſet off in a poſt- 
chaiſe,” he went on, „Ve are taken, and the 
lady is not equipped for riding on horſe- 
back; but I ſuppoſe you would not mind: 
if you was to return in a little jockey cart?“ 
% Any how, my good fellow, ſo we do : 
but get off; but do you n we ſhall be 
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— never failed in a good trick i in my 
life,” cried the lad; © only come along.“ 


Douglas followed him into a little orchard 
at the back of a ſmall houſe, where they 
found a horſe, which he ſeized by the fore- 
top, ſaying, © This is the old fellow who 


will carry you to the world's end,“ leading 


the beaſt towards a ſtable. 
«© No noiſe—they are all quiet in bed: this 
fellow's maſter is a butcher, and a couſin of 


mine—a hearty blade as ever broke bread, and 
who won't ſwear I have ſtole his horſe. By 
the way, you muſt promiſe to pay for him if 


you kill him—he an't worth above five 


guineas, though he will beat the beſt in 


England.” 
« For God's ſake rake care what you are 


about!“ ſaid Douglas.—** As for paying for 


the beaſt, here is a proof of my intentions,” 
putting a handful of guineas into the Jad's 
hands. | ES « 

„ can feel here are enough to purchaſe 
a dozen ſuch old rips, and Ons upon it, 


J run 


HARCOURT. 18; 


I run no riſk,” fetching out the harneſs, 
which he clapped on, and ſhewed Douglas 
which way to lead him, while he ran to a 
| ſhed, and very gently brought out a fmall 
chaiſe-cart, to which they put the horſe, un- 


perceived by any one, and then led him to 


the corner of a bye lane, where the poſtillion 
told his generous employer to wait his re- 


turn, and pray for his ſucceſs; and art all 


events, it was but right to be prepared. 


Every moment ſeemed an hour to the 
anxious and impatient Douglas : what ac- 
count muſt he give of himſelf, ſhould any 
one 'paſs who knew the-horſe and cart, and 
were to aſk how they came to be in his poſ- 
ſeſſion? How could he account for the cir- 
cumſtance? 


: The church dock ſtruck: eleven while he 


remained in this irkſome ſuſpenſe ; at laſt 
he heard footſteps advancing towards him, 
and ſoon diſcovered two figures; but his heart 
ſunk within him upon finding that one 
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was his confidential friend, and the_other, to 
appearance, a lad much about his own fize. 


He concluded the former's plan had proved 


unſucceſsful, and blamed himſelf for giving 
the fellow carte Blanche, when the one he did 
not know ſeid in French Qui va /2 9” 

« Oh Heavens, my Iſabella!“ he ex- 


claimed, © am I fo bleſſed 1” catching her in 


his arms, and lifting her into the carriage. 
Then jumping in himſelf, the poſtillion gave 
him the reins and his whip, ſay ing, Make 
the beſt of your way ; never ſtop to bait, but 
go on as if the devil drove you till I over- 


take you: I will en your being pur- 


ſued. 


Douglas longed to aſk a few queſtions; 


but knowing the conſequence of every mo- 


ment, he ſet off as faſt as poſſible with his 
| adored Iſabella. The old horſe went rather 
ſtiff at firſt, but in leſs than a mile he began 
to mend prodigiouſly, and to get on at a 
great rate. They ſaw nothing of the poſtil- 


lion, nor could they conceive what he meant by 
telling 
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— 


elling them he would prevent their being 


followed. As ſoon as their firſt fears and 
zgitation had ſubſided, or rather given place to 
mutual joy, Douglas enquired how her Lady- 
ſip had made her eſcape, and whether ſhe 


thought it probable ſhe ſhould be miſſed 
inmediately. % 


She informed him that the poſtillion had 
waited at ſupper, and knew he had con- 
tived to make her comprehend by his looks 
that he had ſome other meaning when he 
mentioned the chamber-maid, who came in 
a the expiration of the half hour, under the 
pretended miſtake,” when ſhe took that op- 
portunity to go and ſee the bed-rooms, dread- 
ng Mrs. Macpherſon would offer to ac- 
company her, who was fortunately engaged 


in deep diſcourſe with the General. The 


maid had a man's great coat and hat ready, 
vhich ſhe put on the moment ſhe was with- 
out the door, and accompanied by the poſtil- 
lon, ſhe inſtantly left the houſe. The maid 
vas to tay, when ſummoned, as ſhe doubtleſs 
" would 
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ſoon would be, that ſhe had come down to 
the room door again with the young lady, 
who of courſe would be enquired after in the 
ſpace of five minutes. | 

This Douglas knew was but too pro- 
bable: in continual dread, therefore, they 
drove on three hours or more, without 
hearing any one behind them, and agreed 
the moment they did, that her Ladyſnip 
(notwithſtanding her diſguiſe) ſhould jump 
out, and hide herſelf till their purſuers were 


paſſed. 


Day began to dawn as they drove through 
Hatfield, and the horſe began to go very 
heavy in hand. They were forry they had 
not taken a poſt-chaiſe, as they found they 
ſhould not be able to get on much farther 
without baiting the poor beaſt; and wondered 
what could have become of the poſtillion, 
and whether they ſhould ſee him again.— 
At laſt, when they almoſt deſpaired of it, 
they were agreeably , ſurpriſed by ſeeing 
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him ride out of a lane juſt before them, 
which led down into a village. His firſt 
words were“ What, no farther than this? 
_— | flog the old fellow up !” 
Are we purſued?“ enquired both at 
onee. e 
« That you moſt certainly are,” replied 
the lad; © but I hope I have given them 
their belly full of purſuit.” | 
« Who ſet out after us ?” aſked Douglas. 
« Two footmen, who are to have five 


hundred guineas if they bring the lady 


back.“ 
« And you ſhall 3 five hundred if they 
do not come up with us, was the reply. 


\ 7 

The lad, highly elated by this promiſe, 
proceeded to tell them that he mounted his 
horſe, whom he had kept ready ſaddled, the 
moment he had ſeen them fafe off, and rode 
on to the turnpike as hard as he could, where 
he gave his father inſtructions to ſay that 
neither horſe nor carriage had been through 
for an hour or more, and had ſcarcely in- 
ſtructed 


— 
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ſtructed him ere the two ſervants rode up fil 
ſpeed. He pretended to be waiting for 
change while they made their enquiries, and 
then told them he had ſeen a one horſe chaik 
as he came out of Biggleſwade, take th: 
road for , which went at a devil of: 
rate, and as near as he could diſcern, there 
was a lady and gentleman, in it, the former 
without a hat. They inſtantly offered him 
five guineas if he would become their con- 
ductor, as they were unacquainted with the 
croſs roads, promiſing him a till farther gra- 
tuity if they came up with the chaiſe, 


This was exactly what he wanted, there- 
fore immediately rode back with them, and 
led them into ſome bye lanes about five miles 
diſtant, which he was perfectly acquainted 
with. He then ſent them one way, while 


he went another, telling them the roads 
joined again about two miles farther ; and, 
leaving them to follow their wild gooſe chaſe, 
he made the beſt of his way acroſs the 
country, concluding by obſerving that his 
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old bode Rood as much in need of refreſh 


ment as his companion, 5 


Douglas laughed very heartily at this trick 


of his good friend's, as he called the poſtillion, 
who told him he had got the whole ſtory 


from the ſervants who her Lad yſhip was, 
and who her guardian ſuſpected was gone 
off with her; Na he continued I 
thought I was ſerving a d d deal better 


- maſter than they were.“ 


7 


Having come to a ſmall public-houſe, the 


lad, without diſturbing any body, got a bit of 


hay and a pail of water, and after ſtopping 
about five minutes, ſaid he was ſure the 
horſes would go quite freſh to Barnet.— 


Accordingly he took the lead, had a poſt- 


chaiſe and four ready by the time Douglas 
arrived, drove the wheel horſes himſelf, with 


the permiſſion of his brother whip, and be- 


tween ſix and ſeven o'clock they arrived 
ſafe in Groſvenor Square. The two women 
ſervants, who were the ſole inhabitants of 
| the 


0 
W246 


22333 * av" — — * 4 
— L'Þ BI DIET BR bv a nei AP * — — CR PE Oe wh 8 
+ _ — Ay" oy 22 — — n 
„ an re IRS ee et regth, «oF 8 5 _= — „ S . "Ay 
” — 0 - e 2 


a Ro 


PT PE 


eee, 


2 
. 


the houſe, were not a little ſurpriſed to ſee 


their maſter and a beautiful young lady at 
ſuch an early hour: they received orders to 
get breakfaſt ready immediately. 
chaiſe was diſmiſſed, but the friendly poſtil- 
hon retained, upon many accounts: —firſt to 


receive the recompence due to his faithful 


— 


ſervices; ſecondly, to precede them to 


church, to give notice if either of their 
enc mies, the footmen he had miſled, were 
upon the look-out, as there was. no doubt 
but the General had diſcovered their in- 


tended marriage through the publication of 


the banns, and of courſe knew at what church 
they intended to have the ceremony per- 
; formed. 


While the maids were buſy getting break- 
faſt, Douglas hurried to Sir Charles Creigh- 
ton's, to whom he imparted all his recent 
adventures in three words, and requeſted 
him to provide himſelf with money, and to 
call upon Mrs. Macalliſter, and bring her 
with him into Groſvenor Square. 


The poſt- 
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He haſtened back to his Iſabella, who 
had bore the fatigue of her precipitate jour- 
ney much better than he dared to have 


hoped. As the clergyman and clerk had 


received their orders, he truſted they would 
be PUN to their appointment. 


In a ſhort time the Baronet and Mrs, 
Macalliſter arrived; and having ſent the 


poſtillion to reconnoitre, Douglas, without 
allowing them time to pay their compliments 


to Lady Iſabella, hurried them to church, 
her Ladyſhip being accommodated with a 
bonnet and cloak of her ſervant's. The 
clergyman was at his time as well as the 
clerk, and leſs than a quarter of an hour 
ſuffced to put it out of the General's power 
to ſeparate them. The handſome preſent 


the clergyman received from the tranſported 


bridegroom, led him to ſuppoſe that the 
new-marricd. pair were perſons of ſome 
conſequence, and of large fortune : however, 
he kept his conjectures ro himſelf, and after 
receiving his thanks and compliments, they 
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left the church, followed by the poſtillion, 


found! 
who had ſtood centinel at the church doolfl © | 
| VENOT « 
during the ceremony. They were croſſicg 
Bond Street in excellent ſpirits, and laughing 
Hav 
ever their paſt troubles, when who ſhould 
receive 
they meet but tie General's two footmen, delt 
| : 5 x 1 5 eſt fri 
ſeemingly in great haſte. The poſtboy 
Sz 
began to laugh before Douglas ſaw them, 0 
LET”, 2 | alliſter 
who, the moment he did, called to them, 4 . 
: i f _ eee 
deſiring them to follow him and Lady la- Wa 
N ; | | a ag Tee WM. 
bella Dauglas, as they meant to ſend a meſ-. . 
[lip anc 
ſage to itliclr maſter, ; 
marriag 
: | o conv! 
This ſpeech, added to the apparent 
9 18 | tereſt, | 
triumph of the poſtillion, left the two ſer- ..“. 
5 5 me PTIZ. 
vants but little doubt that thev were arrived. ; | 
| . 5 OW II. 
too late to prevent the marriage ceremony 
of courſe gave up all thouglts of- receiving Har 
er 
the promiſed reward, and, had they dared, 
4 25 = | 3 „ reconc 
they would have wreaked their vengeance 1 
„ er 
upon the autor of their misfortune. As it * 
er 
vas, they foiluwecd the gay party in ſilence, . and 
er ad vi 


and were not a little ſurpriied wen chey 
found Ie ſerv: 


„ich all 


id 


found Mr. Douglas was at home in Groſ- 
venor Square. 


received the heartfelt congratulations of his 
not leſs ſincere, good wiihes of Mrs. Mac- 


alifter, Douglas wrote a ſhort but reſpecttul 
:tter to the Gereral, incloſed a copy of the 


la- 
. Wercement reſpecting ſettlements her Lady- 
el 
ſaip and he had entered into previous to their 
marriage, and uſed every argument likely 
Li convince a man of ſenſe, that love, not 1n- 
en RO 
Wk had prompted him to make ſure of 
er- 
= be prize he had now the happineſs to call 
C 
is OW11. 
W; 
ing 3 
Her Ladyſhip wrote a few lines to ſue for 
ein 12 . f . . 
5 reconciliation, and in particular to entreat 
ir dear Mrs. Macpherſon would return to 
ce, r, and continue as uſual to favour her with 


vey Nr advice. 1 heſe letters were given to 
* he ſervants, with orders to haſten back, 
ih all imaginable ſpeed, to Biggleſwade, 

: * 2 where 


HARCOURT. 195 


Having welcomed his lovely bride, and 


beſt friend, and the more humble, though . 


1 n — —— 
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where the General and Geverneſs were 10 Do 
doubt impatient waiting for ſome tidings of ſpent | 
the runaway; and, by way of making them his un 
ſome amends for their recent diſappointmen; for his 
and the. fatigue they had undergone, Douglas Square 
preſented them with ten guineas each, to break 
drink Lady Iſabella's health. leavin; 
e WW female 

This unexpected generoſity quite recon- | have f 
ciled the men to their want of ſucceſs ; and ner u 
by way of making ſome return, they re- the p 
peated what they had told the poſtillion re- vent l 
ſpecting the reward the General had held bis fat 
forth to tempt them to purſue the lovers; Panied 
proteſting they had rode near ten miles be- Houſe 
fore they could fall into the great road, c 
after the poſtillion had led them ſuch a dance. Thi 
and Io 

A bout ten o'clock they ſet out upon cheiſ mome 
return, with the unwelcome tidinge, conſol of his 
ing themſelves with the reflection that the Sn to 
had done their beſt to earn the promiſe but he 
ſum. e percei 
coach, 


Douglas 
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Douglas, knowing how uneaſy his having 


e 
4 ſpent the night from home muſt have made 
hen bis uncle, requeſted the Baronet would ſend 
ent tor his carriage to convey them to St. James's 
ola Square, where they would all take a ſecond 
\ to breakfaſt with the Duke. As he was averſe to 


leaving Lady Iſabella in a houſe with only 
females about her, leſt the General ſhould 
| have followed the ſervants, and come upon 
her unawares, ſhe readily conſented to 
the propoſal; therefore Mrs, Macalliſter 
went home; the poſtillion retired to ſleep off 
his fatigue ; and the happy couple, accom- 
panted by the Baronet, drove to Durham 


Houſe. 


The Duke was but juſt come down fairs, 
and looked out of the parlour window the 
moment he heard a carriage ſtop ;—the ſight 
of his nephew quite revived him, as he be- 
ean to fear ſome accident had befallen him ; 
but he hardly knew what to think when he 
perceived him handing a lady out of the 
coach, as he had never ſeen Lady Iſabella, 
as K 3 . but 


\ 


198 HARCOURT. 


but eaſily queſſed ſhe was the daughter of 
the only woman he had ever loved, when 
Douglas preſented her to him as his wife, 
and entreated his forgiveneſs for not having 
let him into their ſecret. 


This was moſt readily granted, as well as 
his bleſſing. To ſee his nephew properly 
married had long been the firſt wiſh of his 
heart; and he was infinitely rejoiced to find 
him thus united to the firſt heireſs in Scot- 
land, 2s he knew, whatever might be the 
General's private wiſhes, he had it not in 
his power to deprive her Ladyſhip of a far- 
thing of her fortune, notwithſtanding her 
having married witheut his conſent, 


Having welcomed and wiſhed them both 
joy in the moſt affectionate manner, his 
Grace requeſted to know how they had ma- 
naged matters. Douglas ſatisfied his curi- 
oſity, to the old Feer's infinite amuſement, 
who declared he would add another hun- 
dred to the poſtillion's promiſed reward, 

Ee 5 5 | and 


and 
Groſ\ 
and t 
ought 
ſettle 


mage 
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and propoſed returning with them into 


Groſvenor Square, to ſee their new houſe, 
and to diſpatch the lad, whom he thought 
ought to ſet out as ſpeedily as poſſible, to 
ſettle their various expences, and what da- 
mage they might have done the horſes. 


As Douglas was of the ſame opinion, he 
made no objection to his propoſal ; therefore, 
after taking a ſurvey of his nephew's new 
habitation, and admiring the taſte Douglas 
had diiplaved in his choice of the furniture, 
the lad was ſent for, and informed he was to 
have ſix hundred guineas, which he might 
take with him if he liked, or call upon them 


for whenever he choſe. ' The money could 


be no where ſo ſafe as in his noble benefac- 
tor's hands, he thought, till he found a houſe 


to his mind; for ht meant to ſet up maſter 
for himſelf, - . 5 


The Nuke awd his nephew encouraged 
the idea, promiſing him their ſupport and 


recommendation whenever he ſettled, which 
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| the lad hoped would be at Bugden, where 
he knew there was a very good inn to be 
let. 


With the utmoſt gratitude, and a very 
light heart, he took his leave, promiſing, 
according to Douglas's deſire, to bring the 
horſe he had left at Hatfield to town the 

next morning; and the Duke, with the 
bride and bridegroom, were talking of re- 
turning to Durham Houſe, where the new- 
married pair had agreed to take up their re- 
ſidence till their own eſtabliſhment was 
formed, when, to their infinite aſtoniſhment, 
and ſtill greater pleaſure, Mr. Elton was an- 
nounced. DI T 8 

Douglas had expected him for ſome time, 
knowing he meant to ſpend the ſummer at 
an eſtate he had recently purchaſed near 
Briſtol Hot Wells, for the benefit of his health, 
having been particularly recommended to 
try the falubrious air of that part of England, 


both as his ſummer and winter abode. 
« You 


me 


Br 


cre 


ou 
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/ 


« You could not have arrived” more 
a-propos, ' exclaimed Douglas, advancing to 
meet him, and greeting his arrival in Great⸗ 
Britain with every demonſtration of] Joy.” | 

The good old man had | acted Londen 
about half an hour before, and proceeded; 
with all poſſible expedition, into St. James's 
Square, to ſee the child of his affection, and 


1 
7 | 
it. 


had heard at Durham Houſe of Douglas's 
recent marriage, and where he was likely to 


find him. Not having patience to wait the 
return of the bride and bridegroom, he haſi 
tened after them, and was not among the 
leaſt rejoiced of Douglas's friends; While 
his unexpected appearance added infinitely 


to the rapture his grandſon felt (for ſuch he 


continued to ſtyle his former favourite Har- 
court's fon) during the mutual congratula- 


tions of this te happy OR. 


General Clare and Mrs. Neeber re- 
mained in the moſt intolerable ſtate of uncer- 
e at Biggleſwade, in which ſituation 

3 they 
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they. continued till near three o wack 1n the 


affernoon, when the unſucceſsful meſſengers 


returged, with the two letters entruſted to 
their, care. 


jd peruſe the notes, which convinced him 
all hopes of becoming related to his ward 
WEre fat an end, and communicated his ſe- 
yerc difappointment to Mrs. Macpherſon, 
wid ſecrecly rejoiced that her pupil had fo 
honourably freed herſelf from the perſecutions 
e knew ſhe would have undergone reſpect- 
ing Mr. Clare; therefore ventured to hint 
that Mr. Douglas had acted nobly reſpecting 
ſettlements, and ſhe was certain, all things 
conſidered, that Mrs. Duncombe would re- 
joice that her grand- daughter had made ſo 
prudent a choice. Std 


" * 
. 100 len f 


This was A, ruth of which the General 


was thoroughly ſenſible; he thought it would 
be much the witeſt method to make a merit of 
receſlity, and even affected to rejoice, like the 
Governeks,. that matters had ended ſo well; 

WI though 


N \ 
* 9 — 7 « 
* 


The General, having vented 
his rage upon the innocent ſervants, deigned 
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though he agreed he kad long hoped to call 


his beloved ward by a ſtill more endearing 


appellation. Fortunately his ſon had never 
ſeen her, ſo would not be ſo much diſappointed 


as himſelf; and very juſtly thinking that 


as he did mean to be reconciled to the 
happy couple, the ſooner he acknowledged 


his intentions, the more conſpicuous his 


diſintereſtedneſs would appear, he ordered 


the carriage to be got ready, and, to Mrs. 


Macpherſon's great joy, ſet out for London, 


drove firſt into Groſvenor, Square, from 
whence he proceeded to Durham Houſe ;— 
and, in the moſt courteous manner, profeſſed 
his wiſhes for the bride and bridegroom's 
happineſs, acknowledging he had intended: 
to ſeparate them, but did not much regret 
they had put it out of his power even to 
delay their happineſs, which was all he ever 
wiſhed ; [proceeding to compliment Mr. 
Douglas upon the generoſity he had diſplayed 
reſpecting his wife's fortune, &c. &c. 


* 


46 1 


* n * * * 4 
a, 0" 4 
. a n — 


9 
2 + LA 
— IS 


_ 


aaa”. 


; 


5 
CL 

*& 
% 
* 


* wats; NAG > 
8 


EE CHE !!!! nee Po Ins 
77 ec OE IO 
P 


— 


2 
Cy? 
— 4 


$04 - HARCOURT, 


Mrs. Macpherſon, with far more ſince- 
rity, congratulated her beloved pupil, and 
readily promiſed, at her requeſt, to continue 


to reſide with her as uſual ; and learned, with 


much ſatisfaction, that the bridegroom had 
diſpatched an expreſs td Kinroſs, to inform 
Mrs. Duncombe of theſe recent events.— 
The General, after being introduced to Mr. 
Elton and the Baronet, readily agreed to ſtay 
| ſupper, and repeatedly declared that Lady Iſa- 
bella's youth had alone induced him to with 
to ſeparate the lovers. 


Douglas gave him all the credit he de- 
ſerved, but requeſted to know how he be- 
came acquainted wich their intended wech 


ding? 


By means of this letter, Sir, replied 
the General, taking one from his pocket, 
and preſenting it to Douglas ; adding, * It 
you are acquainted with the hand-writing, 
you will know to whom you are obliged ; 1! 


1s anonymous, but perfectly calculated to 
excite 
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excite my curioſity. Though 1 had not the 
leaſt ſuſpicion you were even an admirer of 
my ward's, I waited upon the clerk of the 


pariſh, where I was informed the banns had 


been publiſhed, and, from the deſcription he 
gave me of your perſon, &c. found my ano- 
nymous correſpondent had not wiſhed to 
deceive me. The conſequence of my en- 
quiries was, my precipitate journey into 
Scotland; but I muſt acknowledge you 
completely out-generalled me ; our mutual 
plots might truly be ſtyled, "OP contre, Rafe 


on guerre ouverte.” 4 


The moment Douglas caſt his eyes over 
the epiſtle, he recognized the writing of 
Albertine; but was more puzzled to gueſs 
from whom, or from whence ſhe had de- 
rived her intelligence, than aſtoniſhed at this. 
proof of her goodwill towards. him. He 
communicated his diſcovery to the com- 
pany, declaring he would take an early op- 
portunity of returning his thanks to the offi- 
cious young lady. 


Sir 


A HARcOURT. 

: Sir Charles declared it was no more than 
he ſhould have expected. Lady Ifabella faw 
the action in much the moſt favourable point 
. of view, and endeavoured to defend her for- 


mer compinion ; though ſhe agreed ſhe had 
not taken the moſt honourable method to 


break a connexion which might militate with 


her own views. However, as none of the 
party wiſhed to lower the young lady in her 
mother's, or the eyes of any of her other 
friends, they all agreed, at Lady 1 
requeſt, to conſign her letter to oblivion ; — 
and Douglas conſoled himſelf with reflecting, 
that ſhe would be ſufficiently * by 
the failure of her deſign. 


CHAP. 


T 
: 
1 
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CHAP. VII. 


Ox the preceding Sunday, Albertine 


chanced to entreat her mother, after mals, 


to accompany her to the church ſhe | 


had ſometimes frequented during her reſi- 
dence at Mrs. Shenſtone's, having till ſoine 
notion of abjuring her errors, in hopes ſuch 
a ſtep might raiſe her in Docklas's eſteem, 


whoſe continued indifference ſerved only to 


' Increaſe her attachment, 


Madame de L'Epinois made it a conſtant 
rule to comply with her wiſhes ; of courſe 
accompanied ner to church, having been 


Pre viouſſy afſured by the Biſhop that the 
Proteſtant 
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Proteſtant divines preached as good doctrine 


as ſhe ever heard in her Convent. Beſides, 
as ſhe was totally unacquainted with the 
Engliſh language, ſhe could not reaſonably 
entertain any fears of being tempted to change 
her religion by arguments that muſt to her 
be unintelligible, 


Albertine was 1 ſcriouſly puniſned 


for having thus endeavoured to teaze the 
poor woman, when ſhe heard the two names 


ſo familiar to her aural faculties, and the one 
ſo dear to her heart. Her countenance under- 
went ſuch a change, that her mother con- 
cluded ſhe had been ſuddenly taken ill, not 
being aware, from her total ignorance of the 


language, what had cauſed her diſorder; 
which Albertine attributed to a very dif- 


ferent cauſe from the real one, and imme- 
diately began to reflect upon Douglas's fre- 
quent viſits in Hertford Street, and the at- 
tention he had always paid Lady Iſabella, 
from whom ſne had learned their families 
were at variance. She inſtantly gueſſed 
. 6. their 


12 


vP 
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their intention, and furious againſt her 


proud guardian, determined to fruſtrate their 


plan; therefore, the moment they returned 
home, ſhe wrote the foregoing letter, which 


her maid entruſted to a porter, to deliver to 
General Clare, whom the conceived, as 
proved the caſe, ſhe ſhould pur upon his 
guard, 


On the Monday ſhe called in Hertford 
Street, ſoon after Lady Iſabella's departure, 


and exulted in the ſucceſs of her plan.— 


Underſtanding from Mrs. Shenſtone ſhe had 


ſet off very unexpectedly, ſhe longed to fee 


Douglas, to diſcover, if poſſible, how he 
bore his diſappointment; and had determined 
to frame ſome excuſe ro conſult him during 
the week, juſt to enjoy his mortified looks, 
though ſhe attributed the preference he gave 
Lady Iſabella ſolely to her ſuperior rank and 
fortune, Her ſuppoſed triumph was of 
ſhort duration ; for, during breakfaſt, on the 
Wedneſday morning the newſpaper in- 
formed her, “ the Right Honourable George 

Douglas 


— men 


Douglas was married to the Right knee a 
able Lady Iſabella Kinroſs, & c. &c. the 
preceding morning, at — Church.“ J 
ny | 8 0 C 
The paper fell from her hands, and the 4 
haſtily retired to conceal her rage and diſ- t 
appointment ; while the Count, perceiving s 
ſome paragraph ſhe had been reading had OM 
thus affected her, ſoon diſcovered the ſource 9 
of her mortification; and tenderly attached b 
to his fornier - pupil, ſet out for Durham 8 
| Houſe the moment he had break faſted, to be S 
among the firſt to congratulate the beppy d 
Pair, ir 
| | b 
| Madame de L'Epinois made him the * 
| bearer of her compliments, and requeſted " 
| he would inform himſelf whether etiquette " 
| would permit her to renew them in perſon - 
in the courſe of the day; as ſhe and her wy 
daughter were under too many obligations 

to Mr. Douglas, not to. make her wiſh to 
| ſhew him every mark of reſpect in her power. 5 
in 


The overnight s party, even including the 
Genen, 


| 
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General, were aſſembled in the breakfaſt- 


parlour at Purham Houſe when the Count 


joined them, and was immediately intro- 
duced by the happy bridegroom to Lady 
Iſabella, Mr. Elton, and the General; and 
having paid the uſual compliments with 
more than common finceriry, readily pro- 
miſed to accompany them to Clapham, 
where, at Mr. Flton's requeſt, the bride and 
| bridegroom were going to ſpend a week or 
a einde previous to their preſentation at 
St. James's, '&c; He next mentioned Ma- 
dame de L'Epinois's wi h to pay her reſpects 
in perſon, and was aſſured ſhe would ever 
be a welcome viliter ; but as the invitation 
was not extended to Albertine, the Count, 
on his return to drefs for his expedition, 


adviſed her to poſtpone paying her compli- 


ments to the new- married couple till they 
returned to town. | 


3 paſſed of any moment during the 
week, Douglas's precipitate marriage afford- 


ing an e theme of converſation” 


for 
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for the faſhionable world ; and through the 
means of John, it reached the Mackenzies, 
and gave her Ladyſhip freſh reaſon to 
lament her want of preſence of mind at 
Everly Lodge, which precluded her from 
venturing to pay a congratulatory viſit to the 
bride and bridegroom, who of courſe, at 

| Clapham, received none but their moſt Par- 
ticular friends. 


Colonel F raſer thought this a very pro- 
pitious moment to urge his ſuit to Alber- 
tine, whom he had long known preferred her 
guardian to every other man, therefore hoped 
pique would ſtand his friend upon the 
occaſion ; and as her fortune was a very de- 
ſirable object, and herſelf really a very fine 
young woman, he concluded they ſtood as 
good a chance of being happy as nine-tenths 
of the faſhionable folks. With the permif- 
ſion of Douglas and her aunt, namely Ma- 
dame de L'Epinois, he took an early oppor- 
tunity of ſoliciting her hand, but met with a 
decided, though very cool negative. She 

| ; was 
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was much too young, ſhe alledged ; beſides, 
ſhe had no intention of altering her condition 
tor the preſent. 


In vain the Colonel urged his paſſion, and 
entreated the would allow him to hope her 


refulal did not originate in a preference for 
any other man. 


That muſt be a matter of very little 
conſequence to him, ſhe obſcrved, as ſhe 


was determined not to bear the name of 
Fraſer. 


This was ſpeaking too plain to allow the 
Colonel to preſs his ſuit any farther. He 
Joined the Count in his apartment, and in- 
formed him of the reſult of his conference 
with the young lady. The Count vowed 
ſhe was the moſt capricious being breathing, 
and was convinced her refuſal merely origin- 
ated in her knowledge that the Colonel's 


intentions met the approbation of her friends; 
he adviſed their communicating her final de- 
termination to her guardian, as it was a com 
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pliment the Colonel owed him after ſolicit- 
ing his conſent. 


Madame de L'Epinois could only lament 
her daughter's want of prudence, without 
daring even to..venture remonſtrating with 
her upon the ſubject. As ſoon as the two 
gentlemen arrived at Clapham, they en- 
rered upon the buſineſs that brought them. 
Douglas was really ſurpriſed, and, lige the 
Colonel, began to ſuſpect there was a rival 


mize vale. 


The Count proteſted he knew of none, 
though ſhe was one of the moſt artful young 
Jades that ever exiſted, and made up of ca- 
price. Some days ſhe was averſe to walk- 
ing, even into the next, ſtreet; of late ſhe 
had become very partial to exhibiting her 
graces in the mail; and he remembered 
Madame de L'Epinois having told him, that 
they had twice or thrice met a gentleman 
during their evening peregrinations, who 


had always addreſſed her daughter, and fre- 


quently 


e 


_ 
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quently continued to converſe with her he 


ſome time; but as they both preſumed it 
was ſome perſon ſhe had ſeen either at Mrs. 
Shenſtone's or at Lord Everly's, the circum- 
ſtance had not even occurred to his recol- 


lectlon, tiil her unaccountable refuſal of the 


Colonel induced him to try to fathom the 
moi ves of this extraordinary behaviour. 


And did not Madame de L'Epinois 
enquire who this gentlemin was?“ afked 
Douglas. 


Oh he behared very politely, I under- 


ſtand. and lamented his not being able to 
converſe with her in French; and you 
know, my young friend, ſhe is not a woman 
of the world, of courſe very much unac- 
quainted with Britiſh nen however, I 
will put her upon her guard.“ 

« Why, if he is a man of honour, I can't 
gueſs what can prevent his publicly avowing 


his pretenſions, rejvined Douglas; © admit- 
ting he has any intention of becoming a 


candidate for the young lady's hand, the moſt 
favourable 


A HARCOURT. 


— 


4 


favourable conjecture 1 can form is, that 


his friends are averſe to his marrying a 
foreigner.” 


« That may be,” faid the Duke; © and 
if the young lady has really diſpoſed of her 
heart in this ſtranger's favour, the Colonel 


muſt conſole himſelf with reflecting upon the 
dark ſide of her character. She is certainly 


a coquette, and he ſtands every chance of 


being happier with an Engliſh woman.“ 


The Colonel readily acquieſced in his 
opinion; and after ſpending a very agreeable 
day at Clapham, returned to town, half cured 
of his prepoſſeſſion in favour of, Albertine. 


CHAP. 


_ CHAP. VIII. 


> 
—_ 


e 


1 N conſequence of the ſuſpicions he had 
formed, the Count determined to accompany 
Madame de L'Epinois and her daughter 
in their future rambles; but was faved the 
trouble of diſplaying his zeal for the latter's 
welfare, by her ſetting off for Scotland, 
as it was preſumed, with this unknown lover. 
Having retired over-night earlier than uſual, 
under pretence of head-ach, ſhe was miſſ- 
ing next morning at breakfaſt; and after 
the moſt diligent enquiries, they could only 
form vague ſuſpicions that ſhe and hef maid 
had eloped ſoon after all the family had re- 
tired for the night, as they had neither of 
CERT 1 them 
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them been in bed, and they had found the 
chain of the ſtreet-door down in the morning; 
and with this unſatisfactory account, leaving 


the Biſhop to confole” the unfortunate rno- 
ther, the Count arrived at Clapham, and 
rendered incoherent by his rage, with dif- 
ficulty made the party he came to viſit com- 
prehend the purport of his errand, 
Douglas proteſted he dared not venture to 
condemn what he had fo lately practiſed ;— 
only hoped Albertine's lover was actuated 


by the ſame motives which induced him to 


ſteal his Iſabella from General Clare; if not, 
as ſhe was wholly dependant upon kin he 
mult, by way of enſuring her ſome ſupport, 
at up to the ſpirit: of the wills of the late 
Baron and Madame de Valcerné, which 
even went ſo far as to give him her fortune 
if ſhe married contrary to his conſent; a 
circumſtance he rather thought the young 
lady was not aware of, as he had never 
mentioned it to her, not conceiving ſhe 
| would ever _ a choice he ſhould be 
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under the diſagreeable 4800 ity of diſap- | 


proving. / / 


| 


1 he Count ſwore ſhe deſerved to be pu- 


nſhed for her folly. The Duke was con- 


impoſed upon by ſome needy ſharper, but 
greeable ſurpriſe. 


After various conjectures, which all ter- 
minated in ſuppoſing ſhe was gone away 


ark, the Count returned to town, pro- 
niſing to let Douglas (who was really Mious 
br the fate of his undeſerving ward) know 
e moment any thing of conſequence con- 
erning her tranſpired; as the bride and 


lapham till they ſet out for Scotland, where 
Mrs. Duncombe was impatiently waiting to 
ive them her benediction, truly happy her 
rand- daughter had married into a family 
be ſo cordially eſteemed. 


LH The 


rinced his nephew would ſee ſhe was not 


ill hoped her, lover meant to give them an 


YL 


"Ich the gentleman ſhe uſed to meet in the 


ridegroom had determined. to remain at 
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The ſecond diy. after Albertine s depar- 
ture, the new- married couple were preſented 
at St. James's; but wiſhing to avoid cere- 
monious viſits, continued to reſide with Mr. 
Elton. Indeed, but for the ſtrange ſtep 
Albertine had taken, they would have ſet 


ſentation; but Douglas was unwilling to 
leave London till he knew how, and tc 
whom ſhe had diſpoſed of her hand; for that 
ſhe was gone upon a matrimonial expedition 
admitted not a doubt. At laſt the myſtery 
was elucidated by the arrival of a ſervant at 
Clapham, who brought a letter for Mr. 
Douglas, which ran as fullows :— 


in, 


While Lady Fitzcarryl is writing t 
her aunt, I think it no leſs incumbent on m 
ſide to relieve the anxiety you have doubt 
leſs felt for the fate of your lovely ward ; 
though 1 am hardly able either to ſee ot 
guide 
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guide my pen, owing to an unfortunate ac- 
par- 


-nted joint haſte to return to London, but am par- 
ere · ¶ ticularly happy in being able to aſſure you 
Mr. my beloved Albertine has eſcaped unhurt; 
15 and hopes, as well as myſelf, you will feel 
ſet 


inclined to overlook our little excurſion, and 


* place it to its erue motive, mutual love. 
Y [0 | | 


- With particular reſpects to Lady Iſabella 
10 


Thab dear Sir, 
Sa our moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
b © FITZCARRYL.” 
nt at 8 
Mr. 
de So, fo,” cried Mr. Elton, the moment 
Douglas ceaſed, who had read the letter 
aloud for the benefit of the company, Ma- 
demoiſelle is now my Lady. Pray who, is 
- + this Nobleman ? an Iriſhman, I preſume ;— 
oY} vill venture to gueſs not among the neben 
abt! Peers ever imported from that country.“ 
8 I] believe your laſt conjecture is per- 
. off fQly true, Sir, replied Douglas; © I have 
uide 3 frequently 


oak which has juſt now befallen us, in our 


Douglas, beg leave to ſubſcribe "TI 
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frequently ſeen his Lordſhip i in public com- 
pany, and muſt own report does not lead 
me to put much faith in his violent profeſ- 
ſions of love for my unfortunate ward, who, 
I am afraid, bas * to the ſhare of a very 
unprincipled man.“ 

At that moment the Count de St. Mars 
was announced, who had haſtened with the 
letter Madame de LEpinois had juſt re- 
ceived from her dutiful daughter, eager to 
learn who Lord Fitzcarryl was. Albertine's 
letter to her mother was a a mere repetition of 
what her Lord had wrote to Douglas, inter- 
larded with a few dutiful expreſſions—the 
productions of her huſband's brain, the 
| Count apprehended, as the young lady 


neither eſteemed nor loved that unfortunate 


woman; and finding Douglas entertained a 
very indifferent opinion of the Earl, thought 
it was a great pity he had not broke his 
neck; though he was ſtill at a loſs to gueſs 
what accident had happened - but ſuppoſed 
an overturn, or ſome ſuch matter. 


ec The 
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ee The meſſenger will th likely be 


able to ſatisfy our curioſity,” ſaid Doug- 
las; by whoſe deſire he was immei- 


ately ſummoned, and from him they 
learned, that coming down Grentham-Hill, 
upon their return from Gretna Green, as 
the Count had ſuſpected, the happy couple 


had been overturned; and his Lordſhip, 


owing to his anxiety to ſave his beloved, had 
fallen through the front glaſs, and cut his 


face fo much, that he was forced to remain. 


ar Grantham, and therefore ſent the meſ- 


ſenger forward to relieve the minds of Ma- 
dame de L'Epinois, and of Mr. Douglas, by 


giving them a ſolution of the myſtery that 
hung over Albertine's departure. 


The moment the fervant had been diſ- 
miſſed with a verbal meſſage from Douglas, 


purporting he ſhould be glad to fee the Earl 


as ſoon as he returned to London, the Count 
requeſted to know who this Iriſhman was. 
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| 95 1a the firſt place, he is a very 5 
figure,” rejoined Douglas; * and can be 


very much the gentleman, but is wedded to 


the bottle, and has ſhook his elbows till he 


can bardly raiſe a ſuit of regimentals; for he 
is a Captain in the Guards, and his Officer's 


pay is dipped into for its full value. Thoſe 


of his eſtates he could diſpoſe of, have long 


| ſince come to the hammer—his town houſe, 
plate, &c. have followed the ſame road ;— 
and he has very lately been obliged to ſell 
his life intereſt in that part of his eſtates he 
could not alienate. from his title. Such (and 


I ſpeak from unqueſtionable authority) is the 
{tate of the finances of Albertine's huſband ; 


and I am almoſt at a certainty ſhe muſt have 
been obliged to find money for their expe- 
dition, except he had a very great run of 
- luck the night before, for he is a profeſſed 
gameſter. Indeed, I am inclined to believe 
there are few vices which are not familiar to 
him, I muſt confeſs he came acroſs me 
more than once, and I preſume he broke the 
ice on the birth-night, when he danced with 


her 
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ker at St. James's: ſhe was adorned for 
conqueſt, though I think he became ena- 
moured of her fortune; for I am of opinion 
all her ſex are indifferent to him, which ſhe 
will but too ſoon diſcover to her ſforrow.”” . 

« Well, *tis no matter,” cried the Count; 
ee ſhe has often declared her huſband ſhould' 
be a fine figure, and poſſeſs a title either 
when ſhe gave him her hand or in expec- 
tancy, and the has kept her word. My Lord, 
no doubt, thinks he has played an. excellent 
game, though he may perhaps find himſelf ' 
diſappointed. . Well, well, ſhe will be called 
my Lady, and be kicked about the houſe 
before this day month, becauſe her Lord: 
won't be able to appropriate every farthing 
of her fortune to his own immediate uſe, 
which I hope in God, my young friend, you 
mean to prevent.” 

«© Undoubtedly,” replied Douglas. I 
mean to act according to circumſtances ;, but: 
I can't ſuppoſe the Hibernian will make any 
objections to my propoſals, particularly waen. 
he finds how far he is in my power.“ 

2 VVV 
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As it grew late, the Count returned to 
town, promiſing, by Douglas's deſire, to 
-ſoften the Fe he had drawn of Madame 


de L'Epinois' s ſon-in-law to that good 
lady. . 


i 


"CHAP - x; 


Tur greateſt loſs the Earl of Fitzcarryl 
ever ee at the gaming: table, never 
gave him half ſo much concern as the un- 
toward accident which detained him ſo much 
againſt his will at Grantham; particularly as 
he was forced to treat Albertine with the 
utmoſt tenderneſs, not thinking it prudent 
to throw off the maſk till he was in poſſeſſion 
of her fortune. Still he fell very ſhort of the 

young 
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young lady's notions of a paſſionate lover ; | 
and ſince his accident, which had very much 
disfigured his face, nay, even robbed him of 


all his former pretenſions to a moſt hand- 
ſome countenance, ſhe could hardly forgive 
herſelf for permitting reſentment to carry her 


the lengths ſhe had gone. Of his circum- 
ſtances ſhe was totally ignorant, but ſoon 
gueſſed they were not in the molt flouriſhing 


ſtate, from his having recourſe to her purſe, 


His own enabled him to defray their expences / 
to Scotland, and as far back as Grantham ; 


when the forced delay obliged him to ap- 
ply to his better half for a ſupply, who began 
ſeriouſly to repent ſhe had refuſed Colonel 


Fraſer, and was more than ever enraged 


againſt Douglas for overlooking her charms, 


and with Lady Ifabella for carrying off the 


prize. Indeed, ſhe now began to ſuſpect 
her Ladyſhip had every way proved her 
enemy, and only wiſhed ſhe could make 
her equally miſerable, as ſhe could not help 
thinking the future held forth no proſpect of 


relief, She had diſpoſed of her liberty, and 
5 L 6 | could 
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could expect no, releaſe from her preſent 
chains, except it pleaſed Heaven to take her 


Lord, whom, like the Count, ſhe rather 


7 wiſhed had broke his neck inſtead of his 


noſe. However, as ſhe found her time 


hang full as heavy upon her hands as it did 


upon the Earl's, ſhe was not ſorry when they 


ſet out for London, which they reached with-- 
out any further accident, and drove to an hotel 
in Jermyn Street. | 


His Lordſhip immediately. ſent a ſervant 
into Groſvenor Square, to enquire whether 
Mr. Douglas was in town. As for Ma- 
dame de L' Epinois, neither Albertine nor 
himſelf, though he now knew ſhe was his 
wife's mother, . cared three pins whether ſhe 
| was ever reconciled to them, and thought it 
more her duty to hold forth the olive branch 
than their's to ſue for it; ſo they contented 
themſelves with ſimply notifying their return, 
and place of abode, to the worthy woman, 
who, by the Count's and Biſnop's advice, took 
no fort of notice of their cavalier meſſage. 
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Finding Douglas was ſtill in the country, 5 


the Earl determined to pay him an early viſit 
next morning at Clapham. This the Count 
de St. Mars rather gueſſed, therefore pre- 
ſented himſelf at Mr. Elton's breakfaſt- table, 


in expectation of ſeeing the bridegroom, and 


witneſſing the reception he would meet 
with. The Duke was returned to town, and 
Douglas only waited to ſettle his ward's ans 
fairs, before he proceeded to Scotland. 
He laughed at the Count's impatience to 
behold the Hibernian hero, though he agreed 
his expectations were very well-founded; nor 
were they diſappointed, as they had not left 
the breakfaſt· room be fore Douglas was in- 


formed that the Earl of Fitzcarryl was in the 


- 


| ſaloon, 


\ 


ce ] am glad of it,” cried he, riſing; * the 


ſooner I get. rid of my charge, the better I ' 
ſhall be pleaſed: I mean therefore to come 


to the point at once, and hope to ſettle every 
thing in a very few minutes. I won't aſk 


him into this room, though we have no 
| ſecret _ 
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| ſecret matters to diſcuſs ; but I don't wiſh to 


put him out of countenance, and I muſt un- 
W refer to his paſt follies.” 


Lady Iſabella looked as ſhe Fr wither 


f uneaſy ; which Douglas perceiving, aſſured 
her this would prove a very amicable in- 
2 terview, ſaying, 


« You know, my love, I can't reproach 


his Lordſhip for having followed our ex- 


ample; and depend upon it he wiſhes to 
make me his friend, not his enemy. Be- 
ſides; he is by no means deficient in ſenſe, 
and will feel the neceſſity of acceding to my 
propoſals the moment he finds how much 
his wife's imprudence has placed them both 
in my power.“ 


He now joined the impatient Earl, whoſe 


patched face gave a truly ludicrous caſt to 


his countenance. He haſtened to addreſs 
Douglas the moment he made his ap- 
Pearance, exclaiming— | 


* How 


— Sf 


8 
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% How are you, my dear Sir? How is 
your lovely bride ? for, like myſelf, you are 
ſtill in the honey- moon; I. dare ſay you 
would hardly have known me again ?” 


«I hardly think I ſhould, my Lord; 1 


am glad your accident turned out no worſe.” 

« You are very obliging, Sir. As I was 
the only ſufferer, I thought myſelf, upon the 
whole, very fortunate ; for damme, if I would 


not rather have been cut to minced meat than 
any harm ſhould have befallen my dear little 


girl, who hopes, like myſelf, we have not for- 


feited your friendſhip through our late ex- 


| 4 53 
curſion.“ 
« Having ſo lately taken an almoſt ſimilar 


ſtep, my Lord, I ought to be the laſt to 


cenſure what you have done; I only hope 
you have, or mean to make a handſome ſet- 
tlement upon the Counteſs of Fitzcarry], 
adequate to her rank?“ | | 
«© Why, as to that, Mr. Douglas, we took 
one another's word ; therefore it reſts with 
tis to do what we like with what belongs to 
ourſelves.” 
« I mean 
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Ny Ir mean to as. my. ring! by my ward, my 
Lord; it is therefore incumbent upon. me, 
as her guardian, to ſee that her own fortune 


is ſettled upon her and her children, as 


firmly as it now can be.” | 
« Oh! we don't wiſh to give you any 
farther trouble, Sir; che lady has now made 


me her guardian, and, faith! I will be as 


honeſt a one as you, no doubt, have hitherto 
been.“ 

ce Of that I make no o doubt, my Lord; 5% 
but I muſt entreat you would inform me 
what ſettlement you now propoſe making 
upon your wife, and what proviſion you mean 


to make for younger children before I give 


up my truſt ?” 
« My eldeſt ſon muſt have the family 
eſtate, and I will ſaddle it with a jointure for 


my wife. As for the reſt of my children, if 


I have any more, why they ſhall have what I 
can give them at my death. I ſhould be 


very ſorry to have any diſpute with you, Mr. 


Douglas, about my right; you muſt know I 


alone now have power over the Counteſs of 
, 


Fitzcarryl's. 
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Fitzcarryl's fortune; and I will make a libe- 
ral proviſion for my wife and children. 
have the honour of my family at 1 and! 
muſt inſiſt upon doing it my own way.“ 

I am very ſorry; my Lord, you force 
me to ſpeak plainer than 1 intended. Your 
whole aim is to get poſſeſſion of my ward's 
fortune, and I really muſt ſee it properly 
ſecured before I deliver it up: were it once 
in your hands, that would be totally at your 

option.?“ 5 

« By Jaſus, Sir, 1 don't underſtand ſuch 

treatment! You have no longer any power 
over my wife's fortune; and if you don't 
chuſe to deliver it up amicably, che law ſhall 
force you to do me Juſtice,” 

« Only take care you have juſtice on your 
| fide, my Lord; it is in my power to prevent 
your ever touching a ſhilling of your wife's 

fortune! You are not yet aware of the pre- 

dicament you ſtand in. Had my conſent 

been aſked, I ſhould not have prevented my 

ward from marrying the man of her choice. 

+I thould then _—_ have ſcen the ſame juſtice 
ame 
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done to her before marriage, I now expect 
you to do after, I will take care ſhe is not 
totally ryined ; a ſettlement” me ſhall have 
before I part with a ſhilling.” 
«© Now, faith, Sir, you compel me to be as 
plain as yourſelf; neither you, nor any man 
in Great Britain, ſhall force me to make a 
ſettlement, if I don't chuſe to do it ſo do 
your worſt: I know what I am about; I 
have my wife's free conſent to receive her 
fortune without any conditions. She is not 
beholden to you for what I demand; ſo let 
me adviſe you to give up the trifle that 
comes to her ſhare, of an immenſe fortune, 
which would all have been her's, had not 
you interpoſed, Sir. It was a very ftrange 
affair; you was once upon the point of mar- 
riage with the late Madame de Valcerne, I 
underſtand :—pray what ſettlements did you 
propoſe to make upon her at that time? 
J don't. ſuppoſe the Marquis de Fierval's 
Commis would have made any very adequate 
to her fortune. Your hiſtory is not generally 
KNOWD, I believe, Sir; take care I don't - 
inform 
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inform the world how honourably you came 
by your riches. I hardly know whether 
Madame de Valcerne had the power of diſ- 
poſing of her property as ſhe did, to the fon 
of nobody knows who—though he bears 
the name of Douglas. By Jaſus ! you have 
forced me to ſay to your face what I have 
hitherto forborne mentioning behind your 
back; nor ſhall I ever make any thing 
public you may with to have kept private, if 
you do but put me in poſſeſſion of the trifle 
you acknowledge belongs to me.“ 


Douglas ſurveyed the Earl for ſome mo- 
ments with the moſt expreſſive contempt,. 
then ſaid—“ I am glad, my Lord, you have 

been ſo candid with me; but you will nei- 
ther put me in a paſſion, nor gain any thing 
by your threats. Make all your wife may 
have told you as public as you pleaſe ; my 
character will not ſuffer by any thing you 
can aſſert: I ſhould rather ſuppoſe that even 
your wife is hardly ſenſible how much ſhe is 
in my power, I think, if ſhe were, ſhe would 
have 
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have ated very Aten am ſure your 


Lordſhip would. My ward, I muſt inform 


you (as perhaps you are not ſo well verſed in 
her family hiſtory as you ſeem to be in mine) 


is the daughter of the Chevalier de L'Epinois, 
afterwards Baron de Valcerne, by a private 


marriage, which, according to the then laws 


of France, was deemed invalid. The Che- 
valier therefore mairied Madame de Val- 


cerne, and his former wife took the veil ;— 


but this child was brought up as Mademoi- 


ſelle de Valcerne, and till that I2dy's death, 


I, in common with all her friends, ſuppoſed 
the young Jady to be her daughter.” 
« I know all this, Sir, and that the lady 


who paſſes for her aunt is Lady F itzcarryl's 


mother.—But to the point :—The Baron de 
Valcernẽ left her all his fortune, and her ſup= 
poſed mother more than doubled it; you 
were left her guardian, but her fortune 18 
abſolutely independent.“ 
Not abſolutely, my Lord; the Baron de 
Valcerné left his late wife ſole guardian to 
"EE 5 \ his 
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his nn had deſired, in his will, which 
I have by me, that the young lady ſhould. 
be put in pofieſſion of her _ on her 
wedding day.” 

Well, and what elſe do require, Mr. 
Douglas?“ haſtily aſked his Lordſhip. 
Kut there was a trifling reſtriction an- 
nexed to this clauſc, my Lord, which ran 
thus: — 

« Provided ſuch marriage was contracted 
with the entire conſent and approbation of 
Madame de Valcernẽ, elſe the fortune was 
to revert to that lady, except Mademoiſelle 
Albertine attained the age of twenty five, 
unmarried, ſuch being the Period ſpecified 
by the laws of France tbe coming of age ;— 
in that caſe, on that day the money was 
to be paid into her own hands ; and if Ma- 
dame de Valcerne died before the young 
lady married, or became of age, ſhe was, 
according to the Baron's will, to appoint a pro- 
per guardian for his daughter, and entruſt her 
-or him with the ſame power over her fortune. 
cc In . 
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Ian conſequence, upon her death- bed, that 
lady, having made a conſiderable ad- 
dition to her adopted daughter's fortune, - ap- 


dence. I preſume, POET ul I need not add 
that ſhe has forfeited all right to demand it 
at my hands; ſhe was worth about eight 
thouſand a-year, but your Lordſhip now 


Marquis de Fierval's Commis, whom you, no 
doubt, deſpiſe : but that won't prevent his 


I Valcernẽ's daughter.“ 


pointed me her ſole guardian, and left her 
under the ſame reſtrictions the Raron had 
done; that is, if ſhe married without my 
conſent, the whole fortune reverted to me, 
il I choſe to take advantage of her impru- 


perceives you are both at the mercy of the 


ſeeing ample juſtice done the Baron de 


So ſevere and unexpected a diſappoint- 
ment was more than the Earl could bear with 
any degree of patience, and he exclaimed, in 
a furious tone “ Your pretended power 
won't go down in this country, Mr. Douglas; 
and by Heavens, if you don't deliver up 

| what 
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what my wife has a juſt claim to immedi- 
ately, why you have not done with me, 


that is all!“ 
What, your Lordſhip thinks to "Finn 


me out of the money, I perceive ? Believe 


me ] am not ſo eaſily intimidated ; as I have 
already told you, by thoſe wills, w hich. Lady 
F itzcarry] was. to have inherited under, ſhe 
has forfeited every claim; and I will there- 
fore make uſe of the power {he has ſo unin- 
tentionally given me, to do her the only ſyr- 
vice which can be of any avail —namely, to 


ſee the money properly ſecured oy her and ? 


her children, ſhould ſhe have any.“ 

« Oh, very well, Sir; you have pretty 
plainly ſhewn me what we both have to ex- 
pect, and want to make a merit of with- 


holding what don't belong to you; but you 


ſhall ſoon find I can aſſert my rights, and 


meinen them too in ſpire of your boaſted 


power.“ 

er You are at liberty to ke what ſteps 
you chuſe, my Lord; and though your be- 
haviour, and impertinent inſinuations, hardly 
nit entitle 
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240. '  HARCOURT. 
entitle you to the forbearance I Bere hitherto 
ſhewn, in conſideration of my ward, I will 
inform you how I will ſettle this matter with 
you, amicably I mean, if your Lordſhip will 
inform me what will clear your family eſtate 
from its preſent incumbrances. You find 
your affairs are no ſecret to me. I willin- 
ſtantly put you in poſſeſſion of your wife's 
fortune, upon your. ſecuring her a jointure 
of three thouſand a- year upon that eſtate, 

_ allowing her five hundred a-year for pin 
money out of thoſe rents, and ſettling twenty 


thouſand pounds upon younger children,— 


Your affairs muſt be in a bad ſtate indeed, if 
her fortune won't allow of this diſpoſition. — 
Should theſe propoſals not ſuit you, I ſhall 
place the whole ſum in truſt for her during 
your life, allow -her the intereſt merely, 
| and at her death the money ſhall revert to 
her children, if the leaves any, or be diſpoſed 
of according to her laſt will. I ſhall go into 
Scotland in a day or two, f mall leuve 
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e J am perfectly decided, Mr. Douglas; 
I chuſe to have my juſt right without any 


conditions, and I will make you deliver it 


up, ſo that's my laſt word,“ and out of the 
room his Lordſhip bong, with haſty 
ſtrides. 5 / 


Half frantic to find he had been thus 
egregiouſly miſtaken in his ſanguine hopes, 
he drove back to town, curling his own 
ſtupidity for not having made more minute 
enquiries into his wife's fortune before he 


carried her to Scotland, and determined, at 
all events, to endeavour to chreaten Douglas / 


unto better terms. 
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Thx Count de St. Mars had placed him- 
ſelf at a window to ſee him make his exit, 


and proteſted he might juſtly be ſtyled 


the Knight of the Woeful Countenance.— 
Douglas, who had joined the party, told 
him he ought to. make allowances for his 
recent diſappointment, which he ſeemed ſo 
ill prepared to meet; and then, at Lady Iia- 
bella's requeſt, recapitulated what had paſſed 
between them. 


ce Inſolent ſcoundre}!” cried Elton. 
« You have had more patience, my dear 
George, than I ſhould have had; but let 
. | him 
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him try what he can do; I hope we ſhall 


Toon hear he is in a priſon, and that his un- 
grateful wife is waiting upon him z would 
act up to the very rigour of the law.” 

« He can't well be much more puniſhed 
than he is,” replied Douglas.—* I ſhould 


ſuppoſe, when he cools, and allows himſelf © 


to reflect, he will accept my offers; if not, 
he muſt go to law. I have half a mind to 


throw the fortune into Chancery; for I will 


be bound for it that Court would not be 


more bountiful than I meant to have been.“ 


would not give up my own power,” 


ſaid the Count; would keep them de- 
pendant upon me, were I in your place, and 


allow them what I choſe till the came of age 


(in conformity with the will), and then treat 
them according to their deſerts, If they are 


not more thankful than at preſent, I would, 


ſooner than they ſhould touch it, beſtow the 


money upon ſome public charity.“ 

C No, my dear Count, the money was 
intended for Lady Firzcarryl, and, at all 
events, I will allow them the intereſt; they 
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244 HARCOURT. 

have a right to make what uſe they pleaſe of 

that ; the principal I will have ſecured; or it 

would not laſt long.” 
« That I am ſure it would not,” ”” rejoined 

the Count; but the wicked jade has taken 

the raſcal in at laſt : by your account, he 


thought he had only to come, alk, and 


have.“ 
c don't ſuppoſe,” aid Elhron, cc ſhe 


even reflected how ſhe came by the money, 
or what right ſhe had to diſpoſe of it; tis 
evident he gave her Lord to underſtand ſhe 
ſhould have poſſeſſed all the late Madame 
de Valcerne's - fortune but for- her partiality 
to you. I really believe, George, ſhe 
is capable of ſaying or doing any thing now. 
I never liked her.” | 

« Nor I,” cried the Count; but thank 


| God ſhe has taken an excellent method to 


' atone for her fins ; ſhe will ſuffer for her 


Lord's diſappointment.” 


Lady Iabella hoped they would conſult 
thei own intereſt, and her peace of mind, 
| in 


\ 
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in accepting the offers; acknowledging, 


ſhe dreaded any further diſcuſſion between 
her huſband and the Earl. | 


Douglas affiired her all would terminate 
amicably : quarrelling with him would an- 
ſwer no one good purpoſe to his Lordſhip ; 


and Albertine would doubtleſs perſuade him, 
for her own fake, to accept his terms. 


The Count argued to the ſame pur- 


poſe, and then went to inform Madame de 


L'Epinois of the reſult of her ſon-in-law's 
viſit; and Lady Ifabella's fears vaniſhed 
before her huſband's repreſentations and 
Mrs. Macpherſon's judicious obſervations, 
who hinted, as no one could doubt but Ma- 
demoiſelle de Valcernẽ had married for love, 
her Ladyſhip muſt ſuppoſe ſhe would be as 
anxious as herſelf to prevent their huſbands 
from coming to a ſerious quarrel. The day 
therefore paſſed off very agreeably, and their 
morning viſiter was even forgot, when 


Douglas was called out of the room juſt at 
M 3 _ duſk, 
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duſk, to a gentleman who wiſhed to ſee him. 
Without aſking any queſtions, he immedi- 
ately obeyed the ſummons; while Lady 


 Thbella, exceſſively alarmed, though ſhe 


hardly knew at what, aſked Mr. Elton if he 
did not think this a very unſeaſonable viſiter, 


and wondered who it could be. That worthy. 
man, who ſincerely participated in her fears, 


though he did not chuſe to acknowledge as 
much, even made light of her viſible appre- 
henfion ; alledging that a man of Douglas's 
extenſive acquaintance was very liable to ſuch 


interruptions, admitting no ſuch man as the 


Earl of Fitzcarryl exiſted. Belides, that 
Nobleman, if he entertained any ſiniſter de- 
ſigns, would moſt probably have wrote; 

therefore he had great reaſon to ſuppoſe that 


Douglas's preſent viſiter was totally unac- 


nnn the noble Peer. N 


In Ick than half an hs: which had 1 
an age to Lady Iſabella, Douglas returned, 
and in anſwer to her queſtions reſpecting his 
viſiter, ſaid he was a gentleman who came 

| * 


Was 
/ 


goc 
the 
call 
wal 


to 


eith 
o'c 
wit] 


wit 


not 
ſo | 
fro: 


4 


— 


. 2 6 


HARCOURT.  *' 247 


upon busen which peel excuſed the 
lateneſs of the hour and the ſummons he had 
received; hinting, that a particular ſriend 
of his had got into trouble, and wiſhed him 
to ſtep forward to his aſſiſtance as early as he 
could make it convenient the next nen 
which he had promiſed to do. 


| This ſtory paſſed n and Douglas 


was applauded by his lovely. wife and the 


good Elton for his generous diſpoſition ; bur 


the fact was, the perſon to whom he was 
called out was an Officer in the Guards, Who 
waited upon him in Lord Fitzcarryl's name, 
to inform him the Peer expected he would 


either deliver up his wife's fortune by twelve 
o'clock the next day, or meet him at fix 
with his piſtols 1 in Hyde-Park. 


Dougie inſtantly promiſed to comply 


with his latter requeſt, and thus diſniſſed his 


not abſolutely unexpected viſiter. Having 
ſo ſhort a notice, and being at ſuch a diſtance 


from town, Douglas was obliged to take a 
| ns as 
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little time for refletitdon ; and it may be ſup- 
poſed he was particularly anxious to keep the 


intended meeting a ſecret. He therefore 


wrote a few lines to Sir Charles Creighton, 
briefly ſtating what had occurred, and re- 
queſting he would be his ſecond, and pro- 
vide him with proper offenſive weapons for 


the occaſion, as ſending for his own piſtols. 


from Durham Houſe would doubtleſs excite 
| + mp in the Duke. 


This note he diſpatched privately by his 


own man, a and then returned into the ſaloon; 


when, having really no idea her huſband had 


deceived her, Lady Iſabella recovered her 
uſual ſpirits; and whenever Douglas was. 


thoughtful, it was attributed to anxiety for 
his friend, whom he half hinted was Sir 
Charles Creighton. He did not mention 
what time he meant to go to town till he re- 
tired, when her Ladyſhip put the queſtion to 
him: — his heart almoſt failed him while he 
| gazed upon the intereſting enquirer ; but 
LY innate 


innate courage, and the certainty that he was 


| ſettle the buſineſs, and it would convince his 


However, ſhe gave up to his ſuperior judg- 


taking every precaution not to diſturb 
her, Douglas alighted in Piccadilly. Sir 


upon him, and preſſed him very ſeriouſly to 
. know if the matter did not admit of an ami- 
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2 


expoſing his life in a juſt cauſe, kept up his 
fpirits, and he replied he had ſome notion 
of ſetting off betimes, and returning to break- 
faſt, as he hoped he ſhould ſoon be able to 


friend of his anxiety to oblige him. 


Her Ladyſhip perfectly agreed with him, 
though ſhe thought eleven o'clock would be 


as ſoon as he could do buſineſs in London. 


ment, and went to ſleep, ſuppoſing Douglas 
would riſe at ſeven; but by, half paſt five, 
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Charles was up, waiting his arrival; but pro- 
teſted, the moment they were alone, that he 
had never impoſed ſo diſagreeable a taſk 


cable termination, 


M5 | . Douglas 
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b Douglas briefly recapitulated what had 
paſſed between him and the Earl, conclud- 
ing that any conceſſion on his part, were he 
fo inclined (which was very far from being 


the caſe, as he thought he had juſtice on his 


ſide), muſt be attributed to that baſeſt of all 

paſſions, the influence of which he had never 
yet felt, fear.“ 

I can't abſolutely agree to that,” re- 


joined Sir Charles; „ the fellow i is a pro- 


feſſed duelliſt and notorious bully, and has 
long diſgraced the title he bears.“ 

te Then I ſhall be doing mankind in ge- 
neral an eſſential ſervice in ee 
onourably to rid the world of a villain.“ 

_« Why, if you are obliged to draw a 
trigger againſt the ſcoundrel, pray God ſend 
the ball may paſs through his heart as a 
warning to all his fellow- creatures!“ . 

ce Well, the time draws near, ſo let, us 
proceed; we can talk as we walk along.“ 
Sir Charles had taken every 'necef. 
fary precaution, which his friend had omit- 
ted, though He thought it full as likely he 
: might 
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might fall as the Earl. They debated the 
matter till they entered the Park, and found 
they had preceded his Lordſhip ; but in a 
few minutes diſcerned his patched face advan- | 

: cing towards them. Sir Charles walked a a 
few ſteps to meet his Lordſhip's ſecond, 
who left him for the ſame purpoſe, and aſked 

if the Earl meant to retract his unreaſonable 

demand; but was informed his Lordſhip per- 

ſiſted in having immediate poſſeſſion of what 

he deemed his right, therefore Mr, Douglas 

muſt take the A INE of refuſing to, 
ee 
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This being repoſted'i to Douglas who was 
not lefs reſolute, - he told the Baronet the 
only thing that remained to be done was to 
ſettle the diſtance and mode of firing, as he 
ſhould certainly a& up to the ſpirit of the 
Baron and Madame de Valcerne's wills; nor 
would he part with one ſhilling, except the 
Earl choſe to ſettle the whole uncondition · 
ally upon his wife and her heirs, . 
of 1 1 | 
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Lord Fitzcarryl, to his infinite ſorrow, 
found he had now put it out of his power 
even to cloſe with Douglas's former offers, 
and that his threats had by no means intimi- 
dated his adverſary. What money and 
jewels his wife had carried off with her he 
knew would ſoon be expended ; and, going 
to law with her young guardian, was not only 
very tedious, but alſo very hazardous ;— 
and the firmneſs Douglas evinced, almoſt 
convinced him he poſſeſſed the power that he 
ſeemed inclined to aſſume. | 


During theſe gloomy reflections, he took 
a few haſty ſtrides upon the graſs, and began 
to think immediate death was almoſt pre- 
ferable to the dreary proſpe& he had before 
him. His adverfary was ſo formidable, that 
it might be years before he obtained poſ- 
ſeſſion of the diſputed fortune, and yet he 


could not retract from his repeated demands 


with any degree of honour; he therefore 
_— they * ſtand foot to foot, and 
; called 


— 


ground, and he was in hopes his prayer had 


| Douglas, making an effort to riſe, aſſiſted by 


his carriage, which he perceived would be 


ball had entered, and ſeemed alarmed when 


HARCOURT. 3 


called to Douglas to ſignify his objections, 
who replied, © Juſt as his Lordſhip pleaſed;“ 
but the ſeconds ſettled the diſtance at eight 
paces, and agreed that both gentlemen 
ſhould fire together when they gave the 
ſignal: they did, and both fell at the ſame 


moment. 


Sir Charles's eyes were upon his Lord- 
ſhip when he meaſured his length upon the 


been heard; but all his joy forſook him 
when he perceived his friend alſo extended, 
to whom he ran, terrified beyond expreſſion. 


\ 


« Don't be alarmed, Charles,” cried 
the Baronet, who beckoned to a ſurgeon he 
had engaged privately to be in waiting, and 
who immediately approached, followed by 


wanted, He inſtantly examined where the 


he ſaw it was on the left breaſt, | 
« Nothing 


— 
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N othing could be done he ſaid where he 
Was. 85 
«© Then te if you can afford any aſſiſtance 
to my adverſary,” | OE Douglas. . 


His Lordſhip was "INE" Ws upon his dice 
ſhoulder, but ſwore, when the ſurgeon ap- 


proached him, he ſtood in no need of his 


{kill, and enquired whether ts patient was. 
ſatisfied. | 


The ſurgeon, perceiving the blood guſh-- 
ing very freely from a wound the Earl had: 


received in the thick part of. his thigh, told: 
him be hardly knew which was in the moſt - 
danger, and advifed his ſecond. to make- 


what haſte Re could home, as both gentle- 
men were 1 — from renewing the 
combat. 


— 


Lond Fitzcarryl had made himſelf > * | 
ol victory, that he had taken no kind of pre- 
- caution ; but finding he was unable to walk, 
even with the aſſiſtance h him by his 

ſecond, 
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ſecond, 
now aſſembled near the ſpot—a hackney- 
coach was therefore ſent for, while Douglas 


was helped into the ſurgeon's carriage, and,. 
ſupported by the two gentlemen, was gently 


driven into Groſvenor Square, whither he 
choſe to be carried; and the ſurgeon, having 


once more examined the wound, ' refuſed to 


extract the ball alone, deſiring two of his 
friends might be ſent for to aſſiſt at the ope- 
ration. 


Douglas, perceiving the danger more ſe- 
rious than he had at firſt apprehended, aſked 
if a ſhort delay would be attended with any 

bad conſequences. 


None at all,“ the ſurgeon replied ; ; 
ce only the ſooner vou are out of e the 
better.“ 


Sir Charles, who had the ſincereſt, nay, 
an almoſt fraternal regard for his friend, was 


half frantic, and called down vengeance upon 


the 
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and ſeveral other people having 
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the head of the ungrateful Albertine, and her 
| needy huſband. 


ce The former may be more to by pitied 
than blamed, Charles,” faid Douglas; and 
the latter has been as great a ſufferer as my- 
ſelf. I forgive them both ſincerely. let what 
will be the conſequence of my wound ; but 
muſt requeſt you would ſend for Oſwald, the 
Solicitor, as I ſhould wiſh, fince time is al- 
lowed me, to ſettle my worldly affairs, and J 
have no will by me.” | 


The Baronet complied with his deſire, 
and, in addition, propoſed ſending for the 
Count de St. Mars, as the moſt proper perſon 
to break the dreadful tidings to the Duke of 
Durham, who alone muſt undertake the till 
more difficult taſk of nn them to 
Clapham. 


| 8 ſighed deeply; and while the 
cold ſweat rolled in large drops down his 


pallid cheeks, exclaimed—< Oh Charles ! 
| x lt, 
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what is death compared to what I now feel 
upon my beloved Ifabella's account! For 
Heaven's fake, don't let her know any thing 
of this unhappy affair till I am either out of 
danger, or no more! If it pleaſe God to 
call me, I hope I die in a juſt cauſe ; ; at leaſt 
my own heart flatters-me ſo.“ 


The ſurgeon hurried home for cordials, 
and other neceſſary preparations for the 
enſuing operation, while the ſervants, having 
received their orders not to mention the re- 
cent affair, were diſpatched various ways, 
according to the practitioner's orders. 


Sir Charles ran himſelf. into St. Albans 
Street, and found the' Count, who was a 
very early riſer, juſt come down. The 
Baronet's looks almoſt declared his errand ; 
but when the Count learned the cauſe of 
his early viſit, he was nearly diſtracted; and, 
like Sir Charles, was at a loſs for terms to 
expreſs his deteſtation of Albertine and the 
ſanguinary Fitzcarryl. He returned with 
85 7 Ho 
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' the Baronet into Groſvenor Square, deplor- 
ing the fate of their beloved friend, and 


grieving for the lovely intereſting Lady 
Iſabella. | 


. 


Mr. Ofwald' had juſt preceded them, and 


vas receiving his client's orders; they there- 
fore ſtopped in another room with the firſt | 


_ ſurgeon, who was returned, and who declared 
he could not pretend to anſwer for Douglas's 
Aife till the ball was extracted, and much 


doubted, ſhould he ſurvive the operation, 


whether he ſhould then be able to pronounce 
him out of danger ; therefore repreſented to 
them the neceſſity of not allowing his pa- 


tient to exhauſt his ſtrength and agitate his. 


mind, by talking too much. Hardly re- 
lying upon the caution he had given them, 


he choſe to be preſent during their interview, 
while Oſwald was haſtily putting in proper 


form the orders he had received. 


Tbe Count, doving expreſſed the ſorrow 
depictured too ſtrongly upon his countenance 


to 
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to allow any one to doubt the Gncerity of his 
words, chid his young friend for having ha- 
zarded his life in the manner he had done, 
for the advantage of a worthleſs, artful young 
Jade, much beneath his, or any good man's 
care or notice, though he agreed he did not 
doubt he ſhould have acted in the ſame man- 
ner in his' place; concluding, ſhonld the 
Earl ſurvive the wound he had received, he 
would find he had not finiſhed his work; 
for as his wife's countryman, he thought 
himſelf fully authorized to call him to as. 
ſevere an account as Douglas had done. | 


Douglas was ſenſible both of his motive 
and of his meaning ; but not being allowed to 
expatiate upon what had paſſed between him 
and the Earl, he merely requeſted he would 
ſtep into St. James's Square, and, with the 
_ neceſſary precaution, communicate his ſitua- 
tion to the Duke, whom he wiſhed to ſee; for 
upon him alone he depended to conſole his. 
wife, : ſhould what his kind friends dreaded 
more. than himſelf be his fate, and he was 

: ene . 
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determined ſhe ſhould be kept it in Ignorance ' 
till the event was in ſome meaſure Secided, 


The Count immediately 8 and in | 
the moſt prudent manner prepared his Grace 
for / the ſad tidings he came to impart, endea- 
vouring to inſpire him with hopes he was 
far from feeling, and recommending him to 
exert his urmoſt fortitude for the enſuing 
Interview. 


The Duke was truly miſerable, both upon 
his nephew's and Lady Ifabella's account ;— 
however, as 'unavailing lamentations 3 
not recal the paſt, he haſtened to ſee his 
beloved George, perhaps for the laſt time: 
and the reflection nearly deprived him of ſuf- 
ficient preſence of mind to attend to what 
might be deemed his ſacred requeſts. 


The two other ſurgeons were waiting 
when the Duke arrived; and having ſeen 
their patient, expreſſed their hopes he would 


rets do well, though the Preſent appearance 
E of 
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of the wound was certainly dangerous. — 
However, having ſettled all his worldly 
affairs, the ſurgeons requeſted to be left 
alone with their patient, as the preſence of 
his friends increaſed his agitation, and of 
| courſe his danger; and they ſhould be better 
able to conſult what: would be moſt proper 
todo. Perhaps they might find 1t expedient 
to defer extracting the ball for ſome time, 
at leaſt they would take every. feaſible me- 
thod to diminiſh the hazard of the operation. 
With tears, which they all three in vain endea- 
voured to reſtrain, the gentlemen took their 
leave of Douglas, who proteſted they were 
more afraid than he was, as he meant to con- 
vince the ſurgeons that he felt no more dread of 
their inſtruments than he had done of the piitol 
ſo lately levelled at his breaſt. For his wife's 

and friends ſake, he wiſhed to live: til, 
ſhould he be called away, he had the ſatiſ- 
faction to reflect that he ſhould die at en- 
mity with no man; for as he hoped for 
mercy himſelf, he, in this ſolemn moment, 


forgave all his enemies, not excepting the 
Ear] 
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Earl of Fi itzcarryl ; ; and FR had alſo the con- 


ſolation to reflect, that among the number 


of follies he had been guilty of, no capital 
unexpiated offence lay heavy on his heart; 


his wife 


he continued, © his wife would be amply pro- 


. vided for, as ſhe would inherit the bulk of his 


fortune ; and he hoped the lenient hand of 
Time, and the conſolations of her's and his 
friends, would reconcile her to what he knew 


ſhe would deem a very ſevere loſs.” 


_ Unable longer even to reſtrain their grief, 
the Duke, Count, and Baronet left the room, 
and ſpent the enſuing quarter of an hour in 


what might juſtly be termed the higheſt _ 


degree of mental torture. In proportion 
as their fears increaled, the object became 
dearer, and each execrated the author of 
their misfortunes, The Duke was certain 

he practiſed daily at a mark, and had, no 
doubt, often threatened many people out of 
money, who dreaded expoſing themſelves 
. 35 to 


His voice failed for a few 
ſeconds, but ſoon recovering his fortitude, 


been no diſhonour in refuſing a challenge 
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to the unequal chance they ſtood with ſuch 
a ſcoundrel. - | 


« He certainly aimed at the heart,” the 
Count obſerved; and from the nature of the 
wound, and the flow procedure of the ſur- 
geons, he was convinced had narrowly 
miſſed it. 


Sir 9 alledged there could have 


from ſuch a known villain ! Still, who could 
blame Douglas? though all his friends might 
have reaſon to repent what might be termed 
an exceſs of courage, to the lateſt period of 
their lives. - 


* 


- 1 


They were debating the point, when they 
heard a footſtep haſtily advancing ; each ap- 
proached the door, and found it was one of 
the Duke's footmen, who had been preſent 
during the operation, and had been diſ- 
patched by the ſurgeons to inform his Grace 
the ball was extracted, and their patient in 

| leſs 
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Ie danger on they had dared to have ex- 


pected. His Grace was with difficulty pre- | 


vented from fainting ;/ and as ſoon as he was 
a little revived, and had ardently returned 
his thanks where they were moſt juſtly due, 


one of the ſurgeons entered, and confirmed 


the pleaſing intelligence, aſſuring them there 
were great hopes that Mr. Douglas would re- 
cover, though he acknowledged it was one 
of the moſt hair-breadth eſcapes ever man 


experienced, and promiſed they ſhould ſee 


the patient as ſoon as he was in bed. 


Their firſt fears thus happily, and almoſt, 
as they thought, miraculouſly relieved, a 


thouſand future doubts aroſe to damp their 


preſent joy. To loſe him now would be 
almoſt worſe than had he died under the 
operation. 


* 


Sir Charles was far more ſanguine in his 


expectations than the two elderly gentlemen, 


and endeavoured to bring them into his way 


of thinking. Having put their patient to 


bed, 


* ” 
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"hed the three practitioners joined in wiſhing 
them joy of the recent eſcape Mr. Douglas 
had had; at. the ſame time confllliogs” he 
was ſtill in very great danger, though they 
thought it much more than - probable he 
might recover; aſſuring his Grace he might 
depend upon their utmoſt care. 


The gentlemen, . with bas hearts, en- 


. quired whether they might not fee him, 
provided they promiſed to make a very 
ſhort viſit, as their patient ſeemed to wiſh it 
himſelf: the head ſurgeon therefore ac- 


cCompanied them into his room. Douglas 
was in much better ſpirits than they could 
have ſuppoſed; though his fine healthy 
countenance, which, only a few hours before, 


— to bid defiance to every trial, was 


now totally faded; and he hardly looked like 
the ſame man. He took a hand of each, then 
requeſted the Duke and Count would ſet 
out immediately for Clapham. 
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ce The W think it won 't be prudent | 


to let my wife ſee me,” ſaid} Douglas ;— 
« though I am ſure her preſence would fa- 
cilitate my cure. However, keep her in 
the country if you polñbly can; ſhe can't t 
Jong remain in ignorance of what has be- 
| Lien me; but 1 truſt you will make as light 
as poſſible of every thing, and aſſure her I 
ſhall be able to travel in a ſow „ 


He would have ſaid a great deal more, if 
the ſurgeon's looks had not informed. his 
auditors 1t was time to withdraw, which they 


did, after promiſing to repretent every thing 
to her Ladyſhip in the manner leatt likely to 
alarm her ipirits, and to let him know how 
* ſucceeded the moment they returned. 
| pF" 

The Duke and Count ſet off immediately 


ſor Mr. Elton' 83 leaving Sir Charles in 


Groſvenor Square, which he declared he 
would not quit till his friend was pronounced 
out of danger, and ſhould take upon himſelf 
to give every neceffary order during his 


E -» 
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on „ 


LD isABELLA did not diſcover 
Douglas had deceived her reſpecting the 


time of his departure, till chancing to wake, 
ſhe heard a clock over Mr. Elton's ſtables 
ſtrike fix. At firſt ſhe ſuppoſed he muſt 


have made a miſtake, as even the preſent _ 
hour was much too early for buſineſs, and he 
ſeemed to have been gone ſome time. She 
then conceived ſne muſt have miſcounted 
the clock, but her watch agreed with her 


ears. Unable to ſleep any more, ſhe ſoon 


roſe, and rambled about in the extenſive 


gardens belonging to the villa, till Elton and 


Mrs. Macpherſon Joined her, hoping every 
u moment 
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; moment to ſee her huſband return, as he had 


oiven her ſome hopes he ſhould be back 


before breakfaſt. She mentioned his having 
gone ſo much earlier than ſhe expected, to 
her two friends, who, like herſelf, began to 
dread Douglas had alſo deceived them re- 


ſpecting his over- night s viſiter. Lord Fi 12 
carryl's menaces were uppermoſt in their 


thoughts; and to ſome engagement with 
him they began to attribute his journey to 
town, but did not chuſe to hint their ſuſpi- 
cions to her Ladyſhip: on the contrary, 
they endeavoured to rally her upon what 
they termed her groundleſs fears, 


CY 


f 


After breakfaſt, Elton made private en- 


quiries reſpecting Douglas's departure, and 
found he had ſct off before five on horſe- 


back, unattended even by a e con- 


ee to Ys uſual cuſtom. . 


＋ his intelkgence cin not remove the 


Nricus apprehenſions he now entertained, 
and he had determined to diſpatch a ſervant 


to 


the 


bella almoſt unmanned them; 
| unable any longer to conceal her agitation, 
| ſhe went up to the Duke, and putting her 


* 


to town juſt as the Duke and Count arrived. 
Lady lſabella, who had ſeen the carriage 


advancing, met them in the hall; but their 
dejected looks alarmed her ſo much, that 
ſhe could not ſummon courage to enquire 


for her huſband till they reached the ſaloon. 


Elton, who, like herſelf, gueſſed ſome- 


thing extraordinary had befallen his young 


favourite, was equally incapacitated from 


aſking what had detained him. In vain the 


Duke and Count endeavoured to pay their 
compliments with more than uſual uncon- 
cern ; their efforts made their conſtraint but 


more perceptible, as the ſight of Lady Iſa- 
and when, 


hand on his, faid, in a tremulous accent, 
« Is no one elſe coming, Sir?” his Grace 
would have replied, but his voice faltered, 
_while he gazed upon her lovely intelligent 


face, and the tears glittered in his eyes while 
1 %%; ́ꝝ kaêê7? 
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| he attempted to fay, “ Who did my y dear - 

oul-expedt 2? +. | ſha 

« Oh Heavens!“ ſhe 2 d clafping 19 

her arms round his neck, “ what has ha- to 
pened to my Douglas ? F or pity” s jake re- cee 
lieve wy mind at once, or tell me he is no ha 
more! I am prepared, indeed I am, even for ewe 
that horrid confirmation of all my fears | pts - 7 * 
Abbes fe flood of 6 tears va her burſt : 
ing heart, while the Duke, folding her in his | 
arms, aſſured her, in the moſt ſoothing ac-= |} poſ 
cents, that her fears were abſolutely ground- gre 
leſs, ſay ing A trifling accident has ce rtainly hap 
prevented Douglas from returning to Clap- 
ham, as he intended ; but thatought not thus of 
dreadfully to agitate you,” —Raiſing her bead, moi 
and fixing her tearful, yet expreſſive eyes Du 
upon the Duke, ſhe faid, No trifling mat= || hec 
ter would have detained him, Sir, or have on 
ola 


affected you as you evidently are. I can 
eaſily gueſs why he deceived me ; but what || 9c 
good can it anſwer for you to attempt to 


e on me ? for till I have ſeen him, I 
cn” | 8 ſhan' 7 witl 
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| ſhan't have a moment's reſt; ſo pray be 


- candid, and tell me at once the worſt I have 


to dread;: my own. fears have already ex- 
ceeded the moſt horrid tidings you can 


| have to impart; a quarrel has enſued be- 
tween him and Lord Fitzcarryl ; you find I 


gueſs the worſt ; pray tell me at once what, 


I have to dread wT 


3 reſiſt fac earneſt entreaties was im- 
poſſible; the Duke therefore, with the 

greateſt precaution, related nearly what had 

e 

Elton had learned the particulars rather 
more in detail from the Count while the 


© Duke was fatisfying Lady Iſabella ; therefore 55 


he could but ill aſſume the character of a com- 
forter, while he really ſtood in need of con- 
ſolation himſelf. At Mrs. Macpherſon's re- 


queſt, her Ladyſhip withdrew with her for a 


ſhort time, but ſoon returned into the ſaloon, 


and declared her intention of g going to town 


with his Grace. 


/ 
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As this was no more than the Duke ex- 
pected, he did not chuſe to put an abſolute 
negative upon her propoſal, but ſeemed to 
acquieſce in her determination; though he 


ſaid he was afraid her preſence would rather 


retard than advance his cure, mentioning the 
ſurgeons? prohibition, who muſt be the beſt 
judges in ſuch a caſe. His arguments, 


though ſhe acknowledged the juſtice of them, 
by no means induced her to recede from her 


reſolution, She knew Douglas would like 
to have her near him; was convinced he 
would take any thing from her ſooner than' 
from any body elſe; and aſſured his Grace 


ſhe would conceal her fears—nay, if he 
| thought | it beſt, would affect to he in igno- 


rance of his real ſituation: : his Grace might 
tell him ſne had merely been informed he had 


been thrown from his horſe, which ſtory ſhe 


implicitly believed, and was fatisfied there 


was no danger. This muſt tranquillize his 


mind, and ſhe would take care to confirm 


every thing he choſe to fay, 


A In 
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In ſhort, ſhe became ſo preſſing, that his 5 
e promiſed to take her to Durham 
Houſe, where ſhe muſt remain till he had 


conſulted the ſurgeons who attended her 


huſband, and ſhe muſt promiſe to abide by 
their deciſion, as ſhe certainly would not be 
ſo unreaſonable as to wiſh to endanger her 
huſband's life, merely to gratify: her wiſh t9 


ſee Him. 


8 Heaven forbid !” ſhe haſtily exclaimed, 


and aſſured him ſhe would readily ſubſcribe 
to his conditions, provided ſhe was permitted 
to ſee the ſurgeon : and then aſked where 
Douglas was wounded. 


j 


«-In-the left ſhoulder," che Duke, wid 
her, as the leaſt likely part to increaſe her 


alarm; and having prevailed upon her to 
dine in the country, they all returned to 


town in the evening, as Elton was ſcarcely 


leſs anxious to fe: = grandſon than her 
Ladyſhip was to ſee her huſband, who, hav- 
ing coincided with the Duke's wiſhes, could 

1 not 


* 
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not object to being ſet down "with Mrs. 


* Macpherſon at Durham Houſe, while the 
reſt of the party proceeded to Groſvenor 


1 Square, promiſing to return as - Ipcedily as 


. to relieve her anmiety. 

His Gece! had given orders, before he 
teft town, that one or other of the ſur- 
geons ſhould always remain, if not with 
Douglas, in the houſe ; and in conſequence 
found the chief operator with Sir. Charles, 


who, in anſwer to both his Grace's and 
Elton's haſty enquiries, ' aſſured them his 
patient was in as faif a way of recovery as 
he could poſſibly expect, conſidering what 


he had undergone :—he had ſlept very com- 


fortably ſor two hours or more, and appeared 


very much refreſned when he awoke; add- 
ing, he had never before had ſo calm, ſo 


courageous, and ſo compoſed a patient 
Mr. Douglas ſeemed 


under his hands. 
to dread the operation much leſs than 


he had done, and had addreſſed them 


whe! 
firm. 
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wikis all was ; ready, with a degree of 
firmneſs that aſtoniſhed them all. From 
the precautions they had taken, he pre- 
ſumed himſelf to be in ſome danger, he 
told them, from the attempt they were going 
to make to extract the ball; therefore en- 
treated they would merely conſider him in 
the light of one of thoſe unhappy objects ſo 
frequently under their hands: he was not 
afraid of dying, yet had no preſent wiſli to 
leave this world for a better, though he hoped 
he was tolerably prepared, ſhould his iat be 
gone forth; affuring them, he would not 
ſhrink from the inſtruments, and recom- 
mending their each drinking a bumper of 
brandy. to their ſucceſs, if they thought their 
hands were not ſufficiently ſteady. In ſhort, he 
ſpoke with ſuch-confidence, as inſpired them 
with courage, and certainly kept his word in 
every reſpect ; for he never even ſighed till 
all was over, and it was upon his courage, 
patience, and excellent conſtitution that x | 
built their greateſt * 
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Thus much the ſurgeon thought it ne- 
cCeſſary to ſay, when he found the Duke 
ſeemed far more reſigned than he appeared 
in the morning; 1er he acknowledged to 
Sir Charles they had then very great doubts 
whether ] Douglas would recover. 

- His. Grace dared not Spasist SO his 
riſing fears, only ſaid, Well, God in 
Heaven bleſs and. preſerve the noble fellow 
for all our ſakes!” eh ered” 

Lk Amen, amen,” cried the worthy Elton, 
wiping his eyes; while there 8 life, there 
are hopes ;—but Lady Iſabella will think us 
long ; I can judge of her anxiety by my 
own. Sweet, tender mourner, for your 
ſake particularly I hope 0 huſband will be 
| ſpared!” | 


The Duke proceeded to inform the ſur- 
geon what had paſſed between him and her 
Ladyſhip, requeſting he would accompany 


him to Durham Houſe, and deviſe ſome means 
to 


ike 


red 
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to quiet her, fears if he thought | it would be 


imprudent ſhe ſhould ſee Douglas. 


5 
* 


If the could keep to the reſolution he 


had formed,” ” the ſurgeon obſerved, © te 


foreſaw no danger in her being near e 
and it might afford infinite: ella to his 


patient, ſo long as he ſuppoſed her ignorant 


of his danger, the extent of, which it would 
be highly improper either ſnould be ac- 
quainted with: —he had enquired, during 
the afternoon, if his Iſabella were come to 
town. But heſhould pdrticularly adviſe their 
not ſeeing each other till after the 'wound 


had been examined the next morning; and 


as he rather hoped his patient had fallen into 
another doze, propoſed accompanying his 
Grace home immediately, as the ſooner her 


Ladyſhip heard his opinion, the more 


hkely ſhe was to acquieſce in the propoſed 
delay; particularly as he could ſolemnly * | 


aſſure her no freſh danger had ariſen ſince 


the: morning.“ 


The 
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The Duke made no > bid e as he 
- thought it was downright barbarity to keep 


her a moment longer than was abſolutely 


neceſſary, in ſo oalnfol a ſtate of ſuſpenſe, £ 
and knew that permiſſion to ſee her huſband 
would greatly relieve her. apprehenſions. 


Promiſing to return-as ſpeedily as poſſible, 
they ſet out for Durham Houſe, =_ 


F Lady Iſabella liſtened moſt attentively to 


all the medical gentle man choſe to ſay; and 


then, looking at nim very anxiouſiy, ſaid.— 


c Now can you, Sir, upon your Bönen, 1 


: aſſure me Mr. Douglas is in no danger?“ 
« TI can fafcly OE your er done I ſce 
no preſent danger.” 
« Then why all theſe precautions, Sir ? 


However, I ſubmit to be guided by your 
advice, if you will _—_— ſhall ſee my 


huſband alive in the morning. 

« Moſt readily,” replied the ſurgeon ;— 
© but you muſt recollect you are to ſummon 
all your fortitude, as your agitation would 


3 indubitably Communicate ſelf to bim; ; and 
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then, upon my word, I can't be anſwerable 
for the conſequence.” 
e Can you ſuppoſe, Sir, the vigheſt ſelf- 
gratification would induce me even to. run 
the riſk of endangering a life ſo much dearer 
to me than my own ? Depend upon it I will 
ſuppreſs my ſorrow ; you. ſhall prepare bim 
to ſee me, and tell him I only ſuppoſe his 
horſe threw him, and broke his collar bone, 
therefore am wholly unacquaiated with his 
danger, though I know he mu ſubmit to 
a ſhort confinement, Judge of my anxiety 
to ſce him, by my even conniving at ſuch a 
deception; for can I impoſe a more difficult 
taſk upon myſelh convinced as I am there 
is every reaſon to fear I am upon, the 
point of loſing him for ever 8 | 


| Grief chatted her utterance as ſhe con- 
cluded, and leſt the room with Mrs. Mac- 
pherſon, to give a free vent to that ſorrow- 
ſhe had promiſed to ſuppreſs in her huſ- 
| band's preſence ; while the Duke and ſur- 


geon returned to inform Douglas how ſuc- 
| = __ _ Cebfullp 


— — N 
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ceſsfully they had impoſed upon his wif, 


and to prepare him for the promiſed. in- 
tervie w. 


, * 


Elton almoſt ſtarted with e 8 he 
perceived the awful change a few hours had 


made in one of the fineſt young fellows in 


15 England, and dreaded the effect his altered 
countenance would have upon Lady Iſabella; 
ſtill, after what had paſſed, it would be in 


vain to hope they could poſtpone her viſit. 
They were not allowed to ſtop many minutes, 
as Douglas was remarkably low, and ſeemed 
diſappointed at not ſeeing his wife, whom he 


e eaquired after. 


- 


The Duke repeated the concerted ſtory, 
and told him with difficulty they had pre- 
vailed upon her to poſtpone viſiting him till 
the morning, when the ſurgeons thought he 


would be better able to perform his part.— 
He ſeemed pleaſed with what they had done, 
and was convinced he ſhould be very able 
to carry on the deception. Sir Charles 

85 895 
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gept! in the houſe as well as Mr. Elton ;— 

and next morning, at the appointed hour, 
the impatient Lady Iſabella and the Duke 
arrived; and Douglas having, all things 
conſidered, paſſed what might be termed a 
very good night, after gently preparing her 
Ladyſhip for the aſtoniſhing change his ſhort 
illneſs had made in her huſband, ſhe was 
conducted to his bed-ſide. Never were the 
feelings of two perſons more ſuppreſſed, 
from the fear of- giving each other pain.— 


Each made an attempt to ſmile it could be 
called no more; and her Ladyſhip in vain 


endeavoured to reſtrain her tears, while ſhe 


ä gazed upon the pallid cheeks. and lips, and 


hollow eyes of her beloved Douglas, who 
kiſſed off the pearly drops as they fell, aſſuring 
her he was in no danger, and in very little 
pain. She affected to believe him, con- 
ſcious to ſuppoſe her in ignorance, made him 


eaſier it was not thought prudent they 


ſhould remain long together, though her 


Ladyſhip declared ſhe would not leave the 
| houſe, and requeſted her dear Douglas would. 


. fend for her hene ver he wiſhed to ſee her. 


CHAP, 
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5 CHAP. XII. 


8 newſpapers, and tepent; having in- 
formed the great world whgt had liapperind, g 
all the fſhioriable: folks paid Douglas and 
Lady Iſabella the compliments d uſage upon 
ſuch occaſions. F ortunately for Lady Dun- 
raven, in a fit of pique againſt the inſenſible 
half. citizen, ſhe had juſt left London, in her 
way to Italy, under the eſcort of the gay 
Marquis of Beuifort; and thus they both 
eſcaped” the knowledge of Douglas's ren- 
counter, which would certainly have 
thrown a ſtrange damp upon their promiſed | 


pleaſures. Lord Valmont and Colonel Fraſer 


became conſtant viſiters; nor was John 
e Mackenzie 


nnr. „ 
Mackenale among the leaſt afficted upon 
the occaſion. As for her Ladyſhip, ſhe 
ainly rejoiced the young fellow had pro- 
vided ſae well for her dear Johnny, ſin he 
was in ſitch danger, and acknowledged to 
her beloved Margaret, as ſne entertained nae 
farther hopes from his munificence, and he 
auways reminded her of the falſe oon Har- 
court, ſhe ſhould nae be ſorry if i it pleaſed 
God to take him. 

Margaret was of the ſame way of chink- 
ing, and Sir Archibald, for the ſame rea- | 
| ſons, coincided in his wife's opinion; but 
neither: of them were half ſo much rejoiced 


0 Archy, who even ventured to hint that 


| the bluſtering fellow had mer with his de- 
| ſerts. As for his adverſary being wounded, 
he thought the report unworthy credit; and 


at all events, ſwore he was a brave fellow, 


and had acted very right in bumbling the 
haughty young jackanapes. | 


a . 
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thus diſplaying his fine feelings, ainly wiſhed | 
ſome other Iriſh bully would humble him 


in the ſame manner; but ſitch worthleſs 


wretches as he, were ſure to live to a good 
old age, a burthen to their parents, and often 
a ſcandal. By her advice, a very polite 
note, of her dictating, was diſpatched into 


{ Groſvenor Squard, to Wa their hopes that 


the very man would recover they all hoped 


to hear would ſoon be laid. in . ainſi uf va 


le monde. 


Meanwhile, Douglas continued in very 
great danger, and the newſpapers placed 


Lord Fitzcarryl in a ſimilar fituation ; but 
the Douglas family was too much taken up 


with its own misfortunes to beſtow a thought 
upon the author of them, except indeed to 
execrate his exiſtence. Several days paſſed 
before the Faculty could venture to give any 
deciſive opinion of their patient's icuation 3 ; 
though they endeavoured to inſpire Lady 


| "Hagella and the Duke with gy they hardly 


. | dared 
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dared entertain themſelves, of courſe ' 
could not abſolutely Pronounce Douglas out 
of danger. 


— 


On the eighth day after his accident, the 
ſurgeon, who remained behind after the 
conſultation had broke up, told the party 
aſſembled in the ſaloon, that he underſtood, 
Lord Fitzcarry] was much worſe than Mr. 
Douglas. : | 1 


ce Indeed!“ ſaid Lady Iſabella; ec well, 
much as 1 abhor the very ſound of his name, 

I can't help wiſhing he may recover, becauſe 
I know Douglas would be very ſorry to have 

terminated the exiſtence even of ſuch a man. 

- Beſides, © what a dreadful ſhock his death 

| 5, muſt occaſion Albertine, who has certainly 
been, in many reſpects, the cauſe of the hor- 
rid due!!!“ 5 

So e She will be much more 3 if he 
| lives, my Lady,” cried the Count de St. 
Mars, who had, as uſual, breakfaſted in the 
3 Square, to hear the report of the ſurgeons. | 


x ce Pray 


des. 


I» 
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6 Pray do! t Judge Albotine de Valcerne 


after your own feelings, Count; though I 


wiſh the wretch may recover for her fake ; 


1 
f 
J 
1 
ö 


think it would be a pity to contradict him, 
obſerved Sir FRIES ; © I only wonder how 


| for he will doubtleſs be completely disfi- 
gured, and perhaps lame into the \ bargain, : 


faid Sir Charles. 
Of that there is very little doubt, Sir,” 


_ replied the ſurgeon, « ] underſtand from a 
friend of mine, if nothing worſe befals 


him; for he is the exact reverſe of Mr. 
Douglas, and does nothing but drink, curſe 
and ſwear from morning till night.” 


c Well, if he chuſes to kill himſelf, I 


GIF 


-_F contrive to live.“ 


2 


The Duke 3 his: Lordſhip had 5 


found credit upon the ſtrength of his mar- 


13 riage ; : but ſeriouſly wondered Albertine had 


not endeavoured to make friends with her 
mother, as the note ſhe ſent her on the even- 
ing of her arrival in town was not very con- 


ciliating nor very reſpectful. e 8 
| „ : : A: DIRE ce Oh! 8 


AY 
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% Oh! we expect another application 
from the fair lady hourly,” replied the 
Ccunt'; © and her clothes are packed ready 
to be ſent the moment ſhe claims them, as 

Madame de L'Epinois vows ſhe has treated 
her ſo ill fince- her arrival in England, and 
acted ſo ſhamefully i in the. 15 inſtance, that 
ſhe ne ver will ſee her again.“ | 


The 635 the es 1 ain entertained for 
Douglas gave a change to the converſation, 
as her Ladyſhip, notwithſtanding the re- | 
peated aſſurances of two phyſician who had 


been called in, and of the ſurgeons, could not 


help perfuading herſelf her huſband was in 

greater danger than ever ;—nor was ſhe miſ- 
taken ; ; they certainly perceived a criſis 
coming on, and their more than conſtant 
| attendance was alone ſufficient to alarm 
the fears they had never been able to re- 
move. Indeed, late in the evening, Dr, 
W. was obliged to acknowledge a great 
deal depended upon the: enſuing four-and= 
twenty | 
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twenty hours; and after this conſeſion, 1 
nothing he could ſay was ſufficient. to re- 

move the dread. ſhe began to entertain, that 
they had loſt all hopes, as ſhe knew Douglas 

had had but very little reſt the night bens; - 
5 and had been rather delirious at times dur- | 
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